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Today’s Programme

Time 時間 Event 項目

10:00 - 12:15 Ella Graca Open Teams Final Segment 1
Ella Graca 公開組隊制賽決賽第一節

10:00 - 13:30 Geely Automobile Open Pairs Final Segment 1
吉利汽車公開組雙人賽決賽第一節

12:00 - 17:30
Geely Automobile Swiss Pairs 

吉利汽車瑞士組雙人賽
*Walk-in registration closes at 21 July 11:30

12:00 - 17:30
Inter-City Mixed Pairs

混合式雙人賽
*Walk-in registration closes at 21 July 11:30

13:15 - 15:30 Ella Graca Open Teams Final Segment 2
Ella Graca 公開組隊制賽決賽第二節

14:30 - 18:30 Geely Automobile Open Pairs Final Segment 2
吉利汽車公開組雙人賽決賽第二節

15:40 - 17:55 Ella Graca Open Teams Final Segment 3
Ella Graca 公開組隊制賽決賽第三節

19:30 - 22:30 Victory Dinner & Prize Presentation
祝捷晚宴及頒獎典禮
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Equipment and Souvenir Items for Sale

Item Description Selling price
 per unit

1 Bidding Boxes Set of 4 HK$ 80

2 Bidding Box Inserts Set of 4 HK$ 60

3 Boards Set of 1-32 HK$ 400

4 Polo Shirt With Inter-City logo HK$ 60

5 Ballpens With HKCBA logo HK$ 5 

6 Scorebooks With Inter-City logo HK$ 5

7

FujiX 13.3" Ultrabook
(FX13UG - 01)

Pickup Time: 21 July (21:00-22:00)
(Used)

Core M7- 6Y75 1.2GHz
8GB RAM

256GB SSD
SOLD OUT

8

Fujitsu 13.3" Notebook 
(U536K13B)

Pickup Time: 21 July (21:00-22:00)
(Used)

Core i3 6006U 2.0GHz
4GB RAM

128 SSD + 500GB HDD
HK$2, 700

9 Playing Cards HK$ 10

Please order at the Secretariats (Diamond 6)
and collect on or before the afternoon of 21 July 2018
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Hong Kong Inter-City Bridge Championships 2018

Ella Graca  Open Teams Championships

Quarter Final Results

Table O1 C/O Segment 1 Segment 2 Total

B1                        Nangang Power 11 29 40

D7                        CCH Power 57 13 70

Table O2 C/O Segment 1 Segment 2 Total

C1                        Avia Financial 8 52 49 109

C7                        KOSING 35 36 71

Table O3 C/O Segment 1 Segment 2 Total

A2                        SYSYT 沈阳圣雨田 23 W/O 23

D2 CRE8IVE 50 50

Table O4 C/O Segment 1 Segment 2 Total

A6                        Mountain 高山隊 26 7 33

B2                        Vincent Li 23 32 55
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Hong Kong Inter-City Bridge Championships 2018
 

Ella Graca  Open Teams Championships

Semi Final Results 

Table O1 C/O Segment 1 Segment 2 Segment 3 Pen Total

D7                        CCH Power 20 66 21 -6 101

B2                       Vincent Li 56 14 32 102

Table O2 C/O Segment 1 Segment 2 Segment 3 Pen Total

C1                        Avia Financial 33 26 19 78

D2                        CRE8IVE 29 43 51 123

Table O1 C/O Segment 1 Segment 2 Segment 3 Pen Total

D2                         CRE8IVE

B2                         Vincent Li

Hong Kong Inter-City Bridge Championships 2018
 

Ella Graca  Open Teams Championships

 Final Match 
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Table L1 C/O Segment 1 Segment 2 Total

L8                     China x HK Ladies Team 69 33 102

L2                     SX Club - Fenghuang 8 17 33 58

Table L2 C/O Segment 1 Segment 2 Total

L1                     Oly-Star 8 36 32 76

L7                     Shanghai Stonehill 24 19 43

Table L1 C/O Segment 1 Segment 2 Segment 3 Total

L1                     Oly-Star 12 38 46 42 138

L8                     China x HK Ladies Team 24 23 11 58

Hong Kong Inter-City Bridge Championships 2018
Inter-City Ladies Teams Championships

Semi Final Results

Hong Kong Inter-City Bridge Championships 2018
Inter-City Ladies Teams Championships

Final Results
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Hong Kong Inter-City Bridge Championships 2018
 President's Cup Youth Teams Championships

Semi Final Results

Table Y1 C/O Segment 1 Segment 2 Total

X8                     SX Club - Venus 29 18 47

Y3                     Alfred Lam 33 18 51

Table Y2 C/O Segment 1 Segment 2 Total

Y3                     F & B 51 42 93

X7                     Bad Beat 30 28 58

Table Y1 C/O Segment 1 Segment 2 Segment 3 Total

Y3                     Alfred Lam 26 31 18 75

Y1                     F & B 9.5 17 32 43 101.5

Hong Kong Inter-City Bridge Championships 2018
President's Cup Youth Teams Championships

Final Result
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CCH Power v Nangang Power (Open Round QF 1)

After three days of qualifying we have reached the knock-
out stages of the Open championship, beginning with the 
quarter-finals, played over two x 32-board sessions. For 
the first half we will take a look at the match between the 
two Power teams, CCH Power (China/Hong Kong) and 
Nangang Power (China).
Nangang gained 5 IMPs on Board 1, where the CCH E/W 
pair bid a level higher under their own steam and were 
two down in 3] for –100 while Nangang stopped safely in 
2] for +110.

Board 3. Dealer South. E/W Vul.
   [ 9 5 4 2
   ] J 4 3
   { K 8 7 6 2
   } K
 [ Q 10 7 3   [ 6
 ] A 9 8 5   ] Q 10 7 2
 { 5    { A 10 9
 } A J 10 8   } Q 9 7 6 5
   [ A K J 8
   ] K 6
   { Q J 4 3
   } 4 3 2

 West North East South
 Lui Cheng Tam Li
 – – – 1NT
 All Pass

 West North East South
 Gan Hsu Shi Liu
 – – – 1{
 Dble 3{ 3] Pass
 4] All Pass

For Nangang, Jian Wei Li opened 1NT on the South hand 
and was left to play there. Barney Lui led a low spade 
which ran round to the eight, a good start for declarer. Li 
played the jack of diamonds and, when that held the trick, 
continued with a low diamond to the king and ace. Rocky 
Tam returned a low club. Lui won the ace and cashed the 
jack, but then switched to a low heart for the ten and 
king and declarer could cash out eight tricks for +120 
when the defence had had an opportunity to cash seven 
winners themselves to beat the contract..

At the other table, Pei Hua Liu's 1{ opening made 
it convenient for Xin Li Gan to double and Zen 
Hou Hsu's  pre-emptive d iamond ra ise was not 
sufficient to shut out the opposing heart fit. Though 
Xiao Shi's 3] had been bid under pressure, Gan 
liked his hand enough to go on to game. Now, could 
Shi make it? The lead was the queen of diamonds.

Shi won the ace and led the queen of hearts to the 
king and ace followed by a low heart, winning his 
seven. Next he took the club finesse, running the 
queen while unblocking the ten. That lost to the bare 
king and Hsu cashed the jack of hearts then returned 
a low diamond, forcing Shi to ruff with dummy's last 
trump. He could cash the clubs now but had a spade 
and his third diamond to lose at the end so was 
down one for –100, but Nangang still gained 1 IMP.

One can understand declarer's play of the trump suit, as 
South was marked with most of the missing high-card 
strength, but it left him unable to take two diamond ruffs 
in dummy. Had he followed the old rule about looking 
after the side suit before drawing trumps, he could have 
taken the two ruffs, but might have suffered a club ruff as 
well as losing to the bare king. It seems that the only sure 
way to bring home 10 tricks would be to get the club 
right.

Board 4. Dealer West. All Vul.
   [ 7 5 2
   ] A 7
   { Q 7
   } K Q 9 8 6 3
 [ A J 3    [ K 10
 ] 9 8 6 4   ] K Q 10 2
 { 10 5 2   { J 8 4 3
 } A 4 2    } J 10 7
   [ Q 9 8 6 4
   ] J 5 3
   { A K 9 6
   } 5

 West North East South
 Lui Cheng Tam Li
 Pass 2} Pass 2{
 Pass 3} Pass 3NT
 All Pass

 West North East South
 Gan Hsu Shi Liu
 Pass 1} Pass 1[
 Pass 2} All Pass

Hsu opened 1} and rebid his suit, Liu leaving him to play 
there. Shi led the king of hearts, Hsu winning the ace and 
playing three top diamonds to get rid of the heart loser. 
next, he led a club to the king and continued with the }
Q in hope of pinning a doubleton ten or jack. The actual 
position was just as good from his point of view. He had 
to lose two clubs and three spades but had his contract 
for +90.
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Cheng opened 2}, Precision, and Li inquired with 2{. 
I don't have access to their methods, but the 3} rebid 
normally shows a minimum with no major, and it is 
unclear why South would go on to 3NT – not that 3} 
was making on sensible defence, of course. Lui led the ten 
of diamonds, Li winning the queen and leading a spade to 
the ten, queen and ace. Lui continued the diamond attack, 
the jack losing to the king, and Li led a club to the king 

followed by a second spade, losing to the king. Tam led 
the king of hearts to dummy's ace and Li played a third 
spade to establish the suit. The defence could have cashed 
out for down one now but actually did rather better. Lui 
returned his low club and declarer called for a low card 
from dummy, losing to the ten. A club back to the ace 
squeezed declarer, who had thrown one winner on the 
second club and now had to throw another winner to 
keep the heart guard. But Lui now put him in hand with a 
diamond and he had to lead away from the heart holding 
at trick 12 so lost two of those and was down three for 
–300 and 9 IMPs to CCH.

Board 8. Dealer West. None Vul.
   [ Q
   ] A 5
   { Q J 5 4 3
   } A J 7 6 4
 [ K 10 9 4 2   [ J 8 7
 ] K J 9 6 3   ] Q 4
 { A 9 7    { 6 2
 } –    } K Q 10 8 5 2
   [ A 6 5 3
   ] 10 8 7 2
   { K 10 8
   } 9 3

 West North East South
 Lui Cheng Tam Li
 1[ 2NT 3[ 4{
 4] 5{ Pass Pass
 Dble All Pass

 West North East South
 Gan Hsu Shi Liu
 1[ 2{ 2[ 3{
 3] 4{ 4[ 5{
 Dble All Pass

Even if declarer gets the trumps right in 4[, the contract 
should be defeated, so both N/S pairs took expensive 
phantom sacrifices and, frankly, neither had any good 
reason to bid on to the five level at this vulnerability.

Chen made an Unusual 2NT overcall to show the minors 
and Tam bid a competitive 3[. Now Li showed diamond 
support but why Cheng thought his hand was suitable to 
go on to 5{ I do not understand. True, the North hand 
has a little more high-card strength than it might have had, 
but both minors are weak, and if partner has fewer than 
four diamonds it will surely be easier to defeat 4[ than to 
make 5{. Lui doubled 5{ and led a low spade. The good 
news for declarer was that the queen of spades scored 
at trick one. the bad news was that he was in dummy and 
the natural play seemed to be the ace of clubs, which was 
ruffed. Lui returned a low heart, which was ducked to the 
queen, and now Tam switched to a trump. Two rounds 
of those left Li with nowhere to park all dummy's club 
losers. He could ruff one and discard another on the ace 
of spades, but that was still three down for –500 – more 
than the value of the opposing game, even had it been 
making.

In the other room, Hsu preferred to start with a simple 
2{ overcall, so Shi could raise spades at the two level. Liu 
in turn could raise diamonds conveniently and now Gan 
introduced his second suit as a game try. Hsu competed 
with 4{ and Shi bid the spade game. South has not been 
invited to bid game on this sequence – if North wanted 
to invite game he would have bid something other than 
4{ at his second turn – so Liu's 5{ bid was undisciplined 
and deserved what it got, a prompt double. This time 
the spade lead was through the ace so there was no 
danger of the queen being a cheap trick. However, when 
Hsu won the ace he was in the right hand to lead a club 
towardsthe ace so the good news balanced the bad. 
Gan discarded on the club lead so Hsu won the ace and 
continued with a second club, won with the ten on his left. 
Shi returned a trump so Gan won and played a second 
round. There was once again just one club ruff in the 
dummy so Hsu too was down three for –500; no swing.
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Board 10. Dealer East. All Vul.
   [ Q 6
   ] 7 6
   { A Q 8 7 4
   } J 4 3 2
 [ A K 8 7 5 4 2   [ J 10 3
 ] 9 8    ] Q 4
 { 5 3    { K J 6 2
 } A 7    } K Q 9 5
   [ 9
   ] A K J 10 5 3 2
   { 10 9
   } 10 8 6

 West North East South
 Lui Cheng Tam Li
 – – 1} 3]
 3[ Pass 4[ All Pass

 West North East South
 Gan Hsu Shi Liu
 – – 1{ 3]
 4] Pass 4[ All Pass

Both Souths made pre-emptive overcalls. Lui now bid 
spades and was raised to game, while Gan could bid 4] 
as a transfer to spades, so the same contract was reached 
but with different declarers.

Liu led ace, king and jack of hearts against Tam, who 
discarded a club from dummy on the third round, hoping 
that this would make Cheng misjudge which minor-suit 
ace his partner held. But Hsu ruffed with the queen and 
cashed the ace of diamonds for a quick one down; –100.

Cheng led the seven of hearts and Li too played three 
rounds of the suit. Lui pitched a diamond on the third 
heart and, after ruffing with the queen, Cheng exited 
passively with his remaining spade. Lui could win and get 
rid of his remaining diamond on the clubs so had 10 tricks 
for +620 and 12 IMPs to CCH.

Board 11. Dealer South. None Vul.
   [ Q J 7
   ] 8 5
   { A Q 10 7
   } A 8 4 2
 [ K 9    [ 10 6 4 3
 ] A J 4 3 2   ] K Q 9 7
 { 8 6 4    { 9 3 2
 } Q 9 5   } 7 6
   [ A 8 5 2
   ] 10 6
   { K J 5
   } K J 10 3

 West North East South
 Lui Cheng Tam Li
 – – – 1NT
 Pass 3NT All Pass

 West North East South
 Gan Hsu Shi Liu
 – – – 1}
 1] 2] 3] Pass
 Pass 4} All Pass

As is often the case, different no trump ranges decided 
this deal.

For Nangang, Li opened 1NT and was raised to game. Lui 
led a low heart, Tam winning the queen and returning the 
seven of hearts to the ten and jack. A more careful look at 
the heart spots would have told Lui that his partner had 
started with four hearts so that a low heart return would 
allow the defence to cash out the first five tricks. 

In practice, however, he cashed the ace, blocking the 
suit. A fourth heart went to the ace and Tam switched 
to a spade. Li went up with the ace and cashed out the 
diamonds, coming down to two spades in dummy with 
ace-doubleton club, and four clubs in hand. Though Lui had 
been squeezed out of his heart winner to keep the black-
suit guards, there were no longer the communications 
to allow declarer to pick up the clubs. He played ace and 
another and was two down for –100.

 The contract could have been made, of course, but there 
was no good reason for declarer to play West for the 
queen of clubs. Had he done so, West would no doubt 
have been more careful to avoid blocking his side's suits in 
future.

At the other table, CCH's Liu opened 1} and that left 
room for Gan to get his hearts into the game. The only 
problem with that was that N/S were warned off 3NT and 
did well to content themselves with 4} instead despite 
North's 13 HCP facing an opening bid. Gan led a diamond 
so Liu won on table and ran the queen of spades, losing 
to the king. Now Gan underled in hearts, Shi winning the  
queen and cashing the king before switching to a diamond. 
Liu won that and in dummy and proceeded to get the 
trumps right, leading low to the king followed by the jack; 
+130 and 6 IMPs to CCH.
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Board 12. Dealer West. N/S Vul.
   [ 9 7 4
   ] A 10 7 6
   { 8 7 3
   } A Q 8
 [ K Q J 8 2   [ 3
 ] Q 4 2   ] K J 8 5 3
 { J 9 6 5 2   { K
 } –    } K 10 9 7 5 3
   [ A 10 6 5
   ] 9
   { A Q 10 4
   } J 6 4 2

 West North East South
 Lui Cheng Tam Li
 Pass Pass 2] Dble
 3] Dble All Pass

 West North East South
 Gan Hsu Shi Liu
 Pass Pass 1] Dble
 2NT Pass 4] All Pass

When Shi opened 1] and Liu doubled, Gan decided to 
pin all his hopes on a heart contract and jumped to 2Nt 
to show a constructive raise. Having no idea who could 
make what with his shapely minimum, Shi guessed to jump 
to 4], which ended the auction. Hsu, with ace-ten to four 
trumps and an outside ace-queen, never found a way into 
the auction. With no particularly attractive lead, Liu chose 
to underlead the ace of spades. Shi won the king and led 
a diamond to his king and the ace. Seeing the crossruff 
being established, Liu switched to his trump, which ran 
to declarer's jack. Shi duly crossruffed in the minors until 
he ran out of trumps but that meant only seven tricks so 
down three for –150.

Tam opened a two-suited weak two bid and Lui raised 
pre-emptively over the double. Now Cheng doubled 
on the North cards. That would normally be played 
as responsive, so whether this pair have a different 
arrangement or whether Li just judged very well is 
unclear. He passed and, with no making contract available 
to either side above the one level that was the right thing 
to do, at least in theory. Now the defence had to justify 
the decision made in the auction. Li led his heart on the 
go, the nine running to declarer's king. Tam led his spade 
and Li rose with the ace and cashed the ace of diamonds 
then, after some thought, exited with a spade to dummy. 
Tam took a club discard and a second discard on the next 
spade. Things might have got interesting had he continued 
with a fourth round of spades, playing for trumps to be 4-0, 
but in practice he crossruffed the next few tricks until, 
having ruffed with dummy's last trump, he now played a 
winning spade. Cheng ruffed with the ten, Tam over-ruffing, 
but with declarer down to only one trump that was his 
last trick; down one for –100 but 2 IMPs to CCH. 

Bard 14. Dealer East. None Vul.
   [ A K 10 3
   ] 6 4 3 2
   { Q
   } A K 5 2
 [ Q 8    [ 9 7 6 5
 ] Q J 9 8 7   ] 5
 { A J 7 6   { K 10 5 4
 } Q 7    } 9 6 4 3
   [ J 4 2
   ] A K 10
   { 9 8 3 2
   } J 10 8

 West North East South
 Lui Cheng Tam Li
 – – Pass Pass
 2] Dble 2NT Dble
 3{ 4[ All Pass

 West North East South
 Gan Hsu Shi Liu
 – – Pass Pass
 1] 1[ Pass 1NT
 Pass 2NT Pass 3NT
 All Pass

 Another two-level opening caused problems for the 
opposition on this deal as Cheng and Li got to 4[ on 
the 4-3 fit. Tam led his singleton heart, Cheng winning 
the ace and leading the jack of clubs. When that held 
the trick, he switched his attention to trumps, leading 
low to the ten then cashing the ace. When the queen 
appeared, hecontinued with a low spade to the jack 
followed by the ten of clubs to the queen and king. 
That left Cheng with a fourth-round club loser. He 
cashed the }A then led a heart up, winning the king 
as Tam discarded a diamond. Another heart was won 
by Lui who continued with a fourth round and there 
was no way to avoid four losers; one down for –50. 
Declarer could have succeeded by playing the }8 
instead of the ten on the second round of the suit.

Gan's 1] opening left more room for his opponents to 
explore and they reached 3NT. Though declarer is off 
the entire diamond suit, diamonds divide evenly and the 
black suits are kindly placed so the defence is powerless. 
Gan led the queen of hearts, Liu winning and leading the 
jack of clubs to the queen and king. He played a club back 
to the ten then switched his attention to spades and the 
doubleton queen meant that he had four tricks in that suit 
and nine in all for +400 and 10 more IMPs to CCH.
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Board 15. Dealer South. N/S Vul.
   [ 5 2
   ] 6 2
   { Q 7
   } A K Q 10 7 5 3
 [ A Q    [ K 9 8 4
 ] K 10 9   ] Q J 8 4 3
 { A J 9 8 6 5   { 4 3
 } J 4    } 9 8
   [ J 10 7 6 3
   ] A 7 5
   { K 10 2
   } 6 2

 West North East South
 Lui Cheng Tam Li
 – – – Pass
 1{ 3} Pass Pass
 3{ All Pass

 West North East South
 Gan Hsu Shi Liu
 – – – Pass
 1} 3} Pass 3NT
 Pass Pass Dble All Pass

Lui opened 1{ and, when Cheng's 3} overcall came back 
to him, competed with 3{. Cheng cashed two top clubs 
then switched to a spade. Lui won the king to lead a 
diamond to his jack – KQx onside and 10x offside is the 
legitimate chance of holding the losers to one here – but 
that lost to the queen and there was a second diamond 
plus the ace of hearts to be lost; down one for –50.

Gan upgraded to a strong club and again there was a 3} 
overcall. That must have been quite a strong bid, because 
Liu converted to 3NT and stood Shi's double. Three No 
Trump can be beaten, double dummy, if West leads a 
major, but why would he do other than lead a diamond? 
That was Gan's choice and Liu won the ten and cashed 
his nine tricks for +750 and 12 IMPs to CCH.

The match score had been 11-11 after nine deals, but 
CCH Power had scored 46 unanswered points and led 
by 57-11 at halfway. It would take a big effort for Nangang 
Power to come back in the second half.

Vincent Li v Mountain (Open QF 2)

At the halfway stage the closest of the Open quarter-finals 
was that between two China/Hong Kong combinations, 
Vincent Li and Mountain. After 16 boards Mountain led by 
just 3 IMPs, at 26-23.

The second half began quietly with a couple of partscores 
on which Vincent Li scored 1 IMP to close to 24-26, then:

Board 19. Dealer South. E/W Vul.
   [ J 3
   ] 9 8 7 6
   { 8 7 5 3 2
   } 9 3
 [ A K Q 8   [ 10 9 7 5
 ] A J 10 3   ] –
 { Q 10 9 4   { A K 6
 } J    } Q 8 7 6 5 2
   [ 6 4 2
   ] K Q 5 4 2
   { J
   } A K 10 4

 West North East South
 Jianhua Weimin Zhang Li
 – – – 1]
 Dble 3] 4] Pass
 4[ Pass Pass 5]
 Dble All Pass

 West North East South
 Shen Ma Wenfei Gao
 – – – 1]
 1NT 2] 2NT Pass
 3} Pass 3] Pass
 3NT All Pass

For Vincent Li, Qi Shen overcalled 1NT with the west 
cards, taking all the momentum out of the auction as 
Junshan Ma now only raised to 2], leaving room for 
Wenfei Wang to transfer to 3} then cuebid to ask Shen 
to pick a game contract. Despite the strong four-card 
spade suit, Shen chose 3NT, against which Ma led a heart 
to the queen and ace. Shen cashed two top spades to 
check how many tricks she had there then played the jack 
of hearts. Gao won the king and returned a heart so Shen 
won the ten and cashed her winners; +630.

Jianhua Pan preferred to double the opening bid as 
the best chance to find a spade fit, and Weimin Wang 
made a pre-emptive jump raise to 3]. Guangyang 
Zhang cuebid to show his game values and heart 
shortage and Jianhua picked 4[, as who would not. 
When that came round to Vincent Li he saved in 5], a 
questionable decision with no extra heart length and 
decent defence. Jianhua was delighted to double, of 
course, and cashed two top spades then switched to 
a diamond. Zhang won the {K and switched to a club, 
Li rising with the ace and ruffing his last spade in the 
dummy. A heart to the queen told Li the bad news. 
Jianhua won the ace and forced declarer with a diamond. 
Li attempted to cash the king of clubsbut Jianhua ruffed.  
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Best now is a trump return to reduce dummy's ruffing 
potential, but Jianhua actually chose a diamond, so Li could 
ruff, ruff a club in dummy and ruff a diamond in hand. The 
contract was down four for –800 and 5 IMPs to Mountain, 
ahead now by 31-24.

Board 23. Dealer South. All Vul.
   [ K 10 7
   ] 7 4 3
   { 9 8 5
   } K J 4 3
 [ A Q 9 8 2   [ J 6 4 3
 ] Q J 9 6   ] 10 8 2
 { 4 3    { A 7 6 2
 } 8 5    } 9 2
   [ 5
   ] A K 5
   { K Q J 10
   } A Q 10 7 6

 West North East South
 Jianhua Weimin Zhang Li
 – – – 1}
 1[ 2} 2[ 3[
 Pass 3NT Pass 5}
 All Pass

 West North East South
 Shen Ma Wenfei Gao
 – – – 1}
 1{ Dble 3[ Dble
 Pass 3NT All Pass

Li opened a natural 1}  so Weimin could raise after 
Jianhua's overcall. When Zhang in turn raised his partner's 
spades, Li cuebid 3[ to assess the possibility of a spade 
slam. Though Weimin now admitted to a spade stopper, 
Li wisely chose to play in clubs, thinking that there would 
need to be a double spade stopper for 3NT to be good, 
while the wasted spade values suggested that slam would 
be impossible. That was well-judged and the play in 5} 
presented no problems. Li won the heart lead, drew 
trumps and knocked out the ace of diamonds to set up a 
discard for dummy's heart loser; +600.

Gao's 1} was strong and the 1{ overcall showed spades. 
Ma doubled to show a semi-positive and Wenfei jumped 
to 3[. With sufficient extras to fancy game, Gao doubled 
for take-out and Ma responded 3NT. Here there was no 
surety of a minor-suit fit so Gao passed and hoped that 
his partner had enough in spades to allow nine tricks to 
be made. The defence began with a spade to the ace, a 
spade back to the ten and jack, and a third spade to the 
king. Gao cashed the clubs but there was no defensive 
mistake and he had only eight tricks; down one for –100 
and 12 IMPs to Vincent Li, who took the lead in the match 
by 37-31.

Board 26. Dealer East. All Vul.
   [ 4
   ] K 2
   { Q J 10 9 8 6 3
   } J 10 5
 [ Q J 7 2               [ 9 5 3
 ] Q J 9 5    ] A 10 7
 { A 7 2     { K 5
 } 9 6     }A Q 7 4 3
   [ A K 10 8 6
   ] 8 6 4 3
   { 4
   } K 8 2

 West North East South
 Jianhua Weimin Zhang Li
 – – 1} 1[
 1NT 2{ 3} Pass
 Pass 3{ All Pass

 West North East South
 Shen Ma Wenfei Gao
 – – 1NT Pass
 2} 3{ Pass Pass
 Dble Pass 3NT All Pass

Zhang opened a standard 1} and Li overcalled. Weimin 
then competed twice in diamonds and bought the 
contract at the three level. Zhang led ace and another 
club, Weimin running the second round to his jack.

In the other room, Wenfei opened a 13-15 1NT and 
Shen used Stayman in search of a major-suit fit. When Ma 
overcalled 3{, that shut out Wenfei but not Shen, who 
doubled for take-out. Unwilling to go past 3NT to show 
her five-card club suit, Wenfei bid 3NT, hoping that her 
diamond stopper would prove to be sufficient. Gao led 
his diamond, Wenfei ducking Ma's eight. The diamond 
continuation was won with the king and Wenfei played a 
spade up, the queen scoring when Gao played low. The 
queen of hearts went to the king and ace and Wenfei 
continued with the nine of spades, Gao taking the king and 
returning a heart. That ran round to the seven and Wenfei 
played a third spade to the ace. Gao returned a spade to 
set up his long card then bared the }K as declarer cashed 
her tricks in hope that she might get careless, or greedy. 
No, Wenfei played a club to the ace and the }Q was her 
tenth trick for +630 and 11 IMPs to Vincent Li. Two big 
swings meant that Vincent Li now led by 50-32 with six 
boards remaining in the match.

Just when Vincent Li appeared to have taken a grip on the 
match, this next board looked as though it might breathe 
new life into the Mountain challenge.
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Board 27. Dealer South. None Vul.
   [ J 10 8 2
   ] A Q J 7 4 3
   { –
   } K Q 6
 [ 5    [ A K 9 7
 ] 6 5 2    ] K 10 8
 { Q J 9 7 5   { 3
 } A 10 7 4   } J 8 5 3 2
   [ Q 6 4 3
   ] 9
   { A K 10 8 6 4 2
   } 9

In one room the Mountain N/S pair bid to 3NT where 
they were down two undoubled for –100. We do not have 
the auction or play details. In the other room, Weimin and 
Vincent Li were doubled in four different denominations 
before coming to light in 4[ doubled. These auctions in 
which a pair run from one doubled contract to another 
can often lead to huge penalties as they dig deeper and 
deeper holes for themselves. What about this time?

In one room the Mountain N/S pair bid to 3NT where 
they were down two undoubled for –100. We do not have 
the auction or play details. In the other room, Weimin and 
Vincent Li were doubled in four different denominations 
before coming to light in 4[ doubled. These auctions in 
which a pair run from one doubled contract to another 
can often lead to huge penalties as they dig deeper and 
deeper holes for themselves. What about this time?

 West North East South
 Jianhua Weimin Zhang Li
 – – – 1{
 Pass 1] Dble Pass
 2} Dble 3} 3{
 Pass 3NT Pass Pass
 Dble Pass Pass 4{
 Dble 4] Dble 4[
 Pass Pass Dble All Pass

Jianhua cashed the ace of clubs then switched to a heart. 
Vincent Li took a while before going up with the ace and 
continuing with the queen, ruffing out Zhang's king. Next, 
Li led a low spade to the jack and king, and back came a 
diamond. He won the ace then played the queen of spades
 and there was nothing Zhang could do to take more than 
two more tricks. In practice, he won the king and played 
a club to dummy but, when hearts proved to be evenly 
divided, there was only one more spade to be lost. The 
contract was down only one for –100 – just another dull 
flat board.

Board 30. Dealer East. None Vul.
   [ Q J 3
   ] 8 3
   { K Q 8 7 6
   } A 5 2
 [ A 9 5 2   [ K 8 7 6 4
 ] Q 5 4   ] A K 6 2
 { 10 5 4 2   { –
 } 8 7    } Q J 10 3
   [ 10
   ] J 10 9 7
   { A J 9 3
   } K 9 6 4

 West North East South
 Jianhua Weimin Zhang Li
 – – 1[ Pass
 1NT Pass 2] Pass
 2[ All Pass

 West North East South
 Shen Ma Wenfei Gao
 – – 1[ Dble
 3[ 3NT 4[ Pass
 Pass 5{ Dble All Pass

Jianhua responded with a forcing 1NT, not wanting to 
raise spades with only 6 HCP, and gave simple preference 
at his next turn. It seemed that his opponents did not 
have a genuine fit to Li, who therefore did not balance 
with his spade shortage. Li led the ten of spades. Zhang 
won in hand and led the queen of clubs, which ran to 
Weimin's ace. Back came the queen of spades. Zhang won 
it and tried to split the hearts to get rid of dummy's club 
loser. That didn't work out so he ruffed the fourth heart 
and, when Weimin did not over-ruff, led the eight of clubs 
to the jack and king. Zhang could ruff his last club so just 
lost a spade; ten tricks for +170, and you could say that 
Jianhua's 'clever' bid had not really worked out for him.

At the other table, Gao scraped up a double of the 1[ 
opening. Shen's pre-emptive raise put a lot of momentum 
into the auction. Ma took a shot at 3NT but Wenfei went 
on to 4[ and when that came back around Ma bid 5{, 
doubled by Wenfei to complete the auction. Wenfei cashed 
a top hearts then switched to the queen of clubs. Ma won 
the ace and led a diamond to the king, discovering the 4-0 
split. She played dummy's [10 next and Shen went up with 
the ace and returned a diamond, won cheaply in hand to 
take the ruffing spade finesse. Wenfei covered the queen 
so Ma ruffed and had nine tricks; down two for –300 and 
4 IMPs to Vincent Li.

A strong last 10 boards had seen Vincent Li take control 
of what had been a tight match throughout. They won by 
55-33 IMPs and would take their place in the semi-finals in 
little more than half an hour's time. 
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Avia Financial v CRE8IVE(Open SF 1)

The semi-finals are played over three 16-boards sessions. 
For Session One, we take a look at the match between 
China's CRE8IVEand the multi-national Avia Financial.
Avia picked up an overtrick IMP on the first board but the 
first major swing went in the opposite direction.

Board 2. Dealer East. N/S Vul.
   [ 10 9 6 4 2
   ] 4
   { Q 5 3
   } J 9 6 2
 [ Q 7    [ A 5 3
 ] K 10 9 3   ] A Q 7 2
 { 8 7    { 6 4 2
 } Q 8 5 4 3   } K 10 7
   [ K J 8
   ] J 8 6 5
   { A K J 10 9
   } A

 West North East South
 Bi Cheng Jin Lee
 – – 1NT Dble
 Rdbl Pass 2} Dble
 Pass 2[ All Pass

 West North East South
 Ng Dong Sia Liu
 – – 1} Dble
 2NT Pass 3} Dble
 Pass 4[ All Pass

For CRE8IVE, Zhanjie Jin opened a weak no trump and 
Jim Lee doubled. Redouble was a puppet to 2} and when 
Jin did as requested Lee doubled again, this time for take-
out of clubs. Shuguang Bi's pass confirmed that he actually 
had clubs and Chuan Cheng took out into 2[ with the 
North cards. Jin led the seven of clubs to dummy's bare 
ace. Cheng gave up a heart, Jin winning the seven and 
playing ace and another spade. Cheng got that wrong by 
calling for the jack, but the queen of spades was the last 
trick for the defence as Cheng negotiated a club ruff so 
had five diamonds, three spades, a ruff and the }A; +170.

For Avia, Alan Sia opened 1} and Yan Liu doubled. Two No 
Trump was a pre-emptive club raise and Chunhui Dong 
passed for now with the weak North hand. However, 
when Sia signed off in 3} and Liu doubled again, Dong 
jumped to 4[, ending the auction. Sia led a low spade. As 
that was unlikely to be away from the queen, Dong put 
up the king, leaving the defensive trumps blocked. He too 
gave up a heart, this time with West, Kelvin Ng, winning 
with the nine. Ng cashed the queen of spades then played 
a heart. Once again, declarer had 10 tricks, but this time 
that was worth +620 and 10 IMPs to CRE8IVE.

Board 7. Dealer South. All Vul.
   [ 2
   ] K Q
   { J 9 5 2
   } Q J 10 9 8 4
 [ K J 8 7 6 5 4   [ A 10 9
 ] 5 4    ] J 9 7 6 3
 { A K Q   { 7 6 3
 } 5    } 7 3
   [ Q 3
   ] A 10 8 2
   { 10 8 4
   } A K 6 2

 West North East South
 Bi Cheng Jin Lee
 – – – 1}
 1[ 2[ Dble 3}
 4[ 5} Pass Pass
 Dble All Pass

 West North East South
 Ng Dong Sia Liu
 – – – 1{
 1[ 2} 2[ 3}
 3{ Pass 3[ Pass
 4[ All Pass

Lee opened 1} and Bi overcalled 1[, Cheng's 2[ cuebid 
showing a good club raise. Jin doubled to show a bit of 
something in support of spades and Bi jumped to 4[ over 
Lee's 3} sign-off. With spade shortage and internally solid 
clubs, Cheng took the view to save in 5} doubled. Bi 
cashed three diamonds then switched to a spade and that 
was down two for –500.

Liu opened a Precision 1{ and Ng overcalled 1[. Dong 
bid his clubs and Liu raised. However, this time when E/W 
reached 4[ there was no sacrifice. Dong led the king then 
queen of hearts before switching to the queen of clubs. 
Liu thought for a while after overtaking but eventually 
returned the ten of hearts. Now it was the turn of Ng 
to think. Finally, he ruffed low and led a spade to the ace, 
claiming 10 tricks a few seconds later; +620 and 3 IMPs to 
Avia.

Why did Ng get the spades right? Well, partly because 
South had opened the bidding and would have only 11 
HCP without the [Q, but that is a quite normal Precision 
opening. More likely he realised that this kind of defence 
is easier to see for the defender who actually holds the 
missing trump honour, suggesting that South did indeed 
hold the queen.
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Board 8. Dealer West. None Vul.
   [ J 7
   ] 7 3 2
   { 10 8 6 5 2
   } Q 9 8
 [ 8    [ A K Q 9 4 3
 ] J 8 6 4   ] 5
 { A K 4    { Q J
 } A J 6 4 3   } K 10 5 2
   [ 10 6 5 2
   ] A K Q 10 9
   { 9 7 3
   } 7

 West North East South
 Bi Cheng Jin Lee
 2} Pass 2{ Pass
 2] Pass 6} All Pass

 West North East South
 Ng Dong Sia Liu
 1} Pass 1[ 2]
 Pass Pass 4] Pass
 5} Pass 6} All Pass

Bi opened a Precision 2} then showed his hearts in 
response to the 2{ inquiry. Now Jin just blasted 6}. I 
don't like this approach to the hand at all when there was 
so much room to have an intelligent exploration of the 
deal's possibilities, but it worked very well. Cheng led the 
seven of spades so Bi could win, cash the ace and king of 
clubs, then ruff a spade. Three rounds of diamonds got rid 
of the heart loser and there was just the trump queen to 
be conceded; +920 without having to pick the trump suit.

Ng opened at the one level and that left room for Liu 
to get the hearts into the game. When the 2] overcall 
was passed round to him, Sia jumped to 4], a splinter 
bid in support of clubs. Looking at 12 HCP outside 
hearts, including two key cards, there must have been 
some temptation for Ng to accept the slam try, but he 
was no doubt concerned at the mediocrity of his club 
suit so signed off in game. It didn't matter, as Sia was the 
second East to take a rosy view of his side's prospects 
as he raised to the small slam. Here, however, the heart 
lead was marked. Liu won the first trick and switched to 
a diamond. Ng won the ace, thought for a moment, then 
cashed the ace of clubs and played a second club. When 
the nine appeared on his left he thought for a while 
longer but eventually called for the ten and had done well 
to flatten the board; +920 and no swing.

Board 10. Dealer East. All Vul.
   [  10 5 3 2
   ] 8 6 5
   { Q 4
   } A J 6 2
 [ J 4    [ Q 9 7 6
 ] K Q 7 2   ] A 10 9 4 3
 { A K 10 3   { 9 7 2
 } K 9 4   } 5
   [ A K 8
   ] J
   { J 8 6 5
   } Q 10 8 7 3

 West North East South
 Bi Cheng Jin Lee
 – – Pass Pass
 1} Pass 1] Pass
 2] Pass 2[ Pass
 4] All Pass

 West North East South
 Ng Dong Sia Liu
 – – Pass Pass
 1NT Pass 2{ Pass
 2NT Pass 4{ Pass
 4] All Pass

Both E/W pairs bid to the thin heart game, Bi/Jin after 
a strong club opening, Ng/Sia after a 1NT opening and 
transfer break. However, that led to different declarers.
Where Jin played the contract from the East seat, Lee 
cashed the top spades then switched to a low club. Jin 
didn't put up the king, playing low and losing to the jack. 
Had Cheng tried to cash the ace now dummy's king 
would have provided a discard for Jin's diamond loser, but 
Cheng was not born yesterday and switched to a trump. 
In the fullness of time, the defence had to come to a 
diamond trick for down one and –100.

What would you lead from the North hand at the other 
table? I would lead a trump today, a trump tomorrow, 
and a trump next week. Dong led a low club away from 
the ace and up to a strong balanced hand. It cost him 12 
IMPs and, in my opinion, it deserved to do so. Ng won the 
king and draw trumps in three rounds. Liu discarded a 
diamond on the third heart. Ng ran the nine of diamonds 
to the queen, ruffed the club return and played diamonds 
from the top, dropping the jack; 10 tricks for +620 and 12 
IMPs to Avia.



Hong Kong Inter-City Bridge Championships 2018

Crowne Plaza Hotel Hong Kong Kowloon East   
香港九龍東皇冠假日酒店

17 July - 21 July 2018
二零一八年七月十七日至七月二十一日   

二零一八年香港城市橋牌錦標賽 

17

Board 11. Dealer South. None Vul.
   [ A K 7 3
   ] 6
   { 7
   } K Q 10 8 5 4 2
 [ Q J 6 4   [ 8 2
 ] A J 8 7 2   ] K Q 10 4 3
 { 9    { A J 6 5 2
 } 7 6 3    } J
   [ 10 9 5
   ] 9 5
   { K Q 10 8 4 3
   } A 9

 West North East South
 Bi Cheng Jin Lee
 – – – Pass
 Pass 1} 1] 2{
 4] 5} Dble All Pass

 West North East South
 Ng Dong Sia Liu
 – – – Pass
 Pass 5} All Pass

Dong opened 5} after two passes, silencing everyone. 
With the opposition cold for 4], that had worked out 
nicely in the auction, but it worked even better in the play, 
as nobody knew what his hand looked like (apart from a 
lot of clubs, obviously). Sia led the king of hearts and Ng 
overtook to switch to the queen of spades. Of course, he 
was scared of dummy's diamonds. Dong won the [A, Sia 
following with the eight, and led his diamond. Sia grabbed 
the ace and played a heart, but Dong could ruff and play 
the king of clubs and eventually take the spade finesse for 
the contract; +400.

At the other table, Cheng contented himself with a 
simple 1} opening. Lee showed his diamonds, but Cheng 
never got spades into the game, and once again that was 
to prove beneficial in the play. Cheng bid 5} over 4], 
not knowing whether he was bidding to make or as a 
save, and was doubled for his pains. Jin cashed the ace of 
diamonds then switched to a low heart. Bi won the ace 
and he too could not resist the spade switch. Again the 
queen was won by the ace and declarer played the king 
of clubs. When the jack appeared, Cheng overtook and 
played a winning diamond. That was ruffed but he could 
over-ruff and cross to dummy's nine of clubs to cash the 
queen of diamonds for a spade pitch. Finally, he took the 
spade finesse and had 11 tricks for +550 and 4 IMPs  to 
Avia. Note that the diamond plays meant that Cheng did 
not need to eight of spades to be short on his left as 
there was no fourth round of spades to be played.

Board 13. Dealer North. All Vul.
   [ Q 10 8 6 4 2
   ] 6
   { Q 9 3 2
   } Q 10
 [ J 3    [ A K 9
 ] A K 4    ] Q 10 7 2
 { A 10 6 5 4   { K J 7
 } J 9 2    } K 8 6
   [ 7 5
   ] J 9 8 5 3
   { 8
   } A 7 5 4 3

 West North East South
 Bi Cheng Jin Lee
 – 2{ Dble Rdbl
 Pass 2[ Pass Pass
 Dble All Pass

 West North East South
 Ng Dong Sia Liu
 – Pass 1NT Pass
 2} Pass 2] Pass
 2NT Pass 3NT All Pass

Cheng opened with a multi 2{, thinking that his 6-4 
distribution made up for ant frailty in the main suit. Jin 
doubled and Lee's redouble asked partner to bid his suit, 
which he did. When 2[ reached Bi he doubled and Jin left 
it in rather than go looking for an uncertain game. Jin led 
a low heart, Bi winning the king and switching to his low 
spade. Cheng ducked that so Jin won the nine and cashed 
the ace. Next he led the ten of hearts to the jack, king and 
ruff, and found himself back on lead with the [K. This time 
he tried a low diamond. Bi won the ace and continued 
with a second diamond to the jack. Jin cashed the king of 
diamonds but was now endplayed and his low club switch 
ran round to Cheng's queen. the contract was two down 
for –500.

Dong did not like to open a weak two on such a poor 
suit when vulnerable so passed and saw his opponents 
bid uncontested to 3NT via Stayman and a forcing 2NT 
inquiry from West. Liu led a low club to the ten and king. 
Sia led a diamond to the ace and a diamond back to 
the jack. When that held he had nine winners and didn't 
bother to mess around in search of an overtrick in case 
the clubs were running against him. He settled for nine 
tricks for +600 and 3 IMPs to Avia.

The CRE8IVE N/S pair bid two poor games on the 
last two boards of the set, both going down, while Avia 
stopped safely in partscore, those two 5 IMP gains meant 
that Avia Financial led by 33-29 after 16 deals. There were 
two more sets to play.
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Vincent Li v CCH Power (Open SF 2)

Two China/Hong Kong combinations met in the Open 
semi-finals, with Vincent Li leading CCH Power by 56-
14 after 16 boards. There were two sets to go, but CCH 
Power would want to at least make significant inroads 
into that deficit in the second session so that they did not 
have too much to do in the third.

Board 1. Dealer North. None Vul.
   [ 7 5 4
   ] Q 8 6
   { J 9 7 5
   } A 7 5
 [ A K 10 8   [ Q 3 2
 ] K 10 7 2   ] 5 4 3
 { A Q    { 10 6 3 2
 } 9 8 6    } J 3 2
   [ J 9 6
   ] A J 9
   { K 8 4
   } K Q 10 4

 West North East South
 Liu Wenfei Hsu Shen
 – Pass Pass 1NT
 Dble All Pass

 West North East South
 Weimin Tam Li Lui
 – Pass Pass 1NT
 Dble Pass 2} All Pass

Both Souths opened 1NT in third seat and both were 
doubled. While Qi Shen, for Vincent Li, was left to play 
there, at the other table Vincent Li judged to remove to 
2} with the East cards, planning to scramble if he got 
doubled.

Li was left to play in 2}. Barney Lui led a spade, dummy's 
eight winning the trick, so Li crosses to hand with the 
queen of spades, took the diamond finesse and continued 
with the ace of diamonds then ace and king of spades, 
pitching a heart from hand after a low ruff from Rocky 
Tam (North). Tam played ace and another club so Lui won 
and drew a third round of trumps. Dummy's ]K had to 
win a trick so the contract was down two for –100.

Events at the other table suggested that Li had done well 
to run from his partner's double. Pei Hua Liu led the ace 
of spades against 1NT doubled and continued with the 
king. Jen-Hou Hsu followed with the three then the two, 
if we are to trust the BBO operator. What that meant to 
Liu is unclear, but she tried the desperation switch to ace 
then queen of diamonds now which doesn't look like the 
play of someone who has just seen an encouraging spade 
signal. Shen won the king of diamonds and played king of 
clubs and a club to the ace then ran the queen of hearts. 
That lost to the king but also established Shen's overtrick. 
Plus 280 was worth 5 IMPs to Vincent Li, not the start the 
trailing team had been hoping for.

Board 23. Dealer South. All Vul.
   [ Q J 10 9 8 7
   ] J 6 5
   { 4
   } 9 5 4
 [ 2    [ 6 4 3
 ] K Q 10 7 2   ] A 9 4 3
 { A 9 3    { Q J 10 7 2
 } K 8 7 3   } 6
   [ A K 5
   ] 8
   { K 8 6 5
   } A Q J 10 2

 West North East South
 Liu Wenfei Hsu Shen
 – – – 1}
 1] Pass 3] Pass
 Pass 4[ All Pass

 West North East South
 Weimin Tam Li Lui
 – – – 1}
 1] Pass 2] Dble
 3} 3[ All Pass

I should know what system Wenfei/Shen play but I've 
forgotten. It looks like a strong club though, given the 
failure to double 4] and North's jump to 4[. Hsu led the 
singleton club and declarer had two possibilities, to go up 
with the ace and hope to be able to draw trumps in two 
rounds then give up a club, or to finesse and hope that 
either the king was onside, unlikely, or that the suit was 
divided 3-2. Wenfei took a while but eventually chose to 
finesse, putting in the queen. That lost to the king and the 
return of a suit preference eight got a low heart return 
from Hsu after taking the ruff. A second ruff was followed 
by a diamond and the contract was down two for –200.

Tam was a level lower on the same lead and went the 
other way, rising with the ace. He played the king of 
diamonds from dummy to minimise the risk of losing 
the lead to the dangerous defender at an inopportune 
moment and Weimin Wang won the ace and played king 
and another club. Li ruffed and underled in hearts to put 
his partner in to lead the fourth club, but Tam could ruff 
high, draw trumps in two rounds and give up a heart, 
ruffing one heart and discarding one on the fifth club; 
+140 and 8 IMPs to CCH Power, who needed them.
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Board 28. Dealer West. N/S Vul.
   [ 9 7 4
   ] J 7 4
   { A K 6 4
   } 4 3 2
 [ 10 6 5   [ A K J 8 3 2
 ] –    ] K 9 8 3 2
 { Q J 9 5 3   { 2
 } A 10 8 6 5   } 9
   [ Q
   ] A Q 10 6 5
   { 10 8 7
   } K Q J 7

 West North East South
 Liu Wenfei Hsu Shen
 Pass Pass 1[ 2]
 2[ 3] Dble Pass
 4[ All Pass
 
 West North East South
 Weimin Tam Li Lui
 Pass Pass 1[ 2]
 2[ 3] 4[ All Pass

When West could raise to 2[, Hsu made a game try 
double of the heart raise and Liu accepted, while Li simply 
bid game himself, knowing that there were heart ruffs 
coming in the dummy.

Shen led the king of clubs to dummy's ace and Hsu ruffed 
a club, Shen following low, ruffed a heart, ruffed a club, 
ruffed a heart, and ruffed another club. A third heart 
ruff was followed by a winning club, ruffed by North as 
declarer and South both pitched diamonds. Wenfei tried 
to cash the ace of diamonds now, no doubt with little 
hope in her heart, so Hsu ruffed with the jack and had 10 
tricks for +420. All very straightforward, and it appeared 
that once Shen had not led her bare queen of trumps 
there was nothing the defence could have done.

Lui also led the king of clubs to dummy's ace and Li too 
ruffed a club at trick two. Lui dropped the queen on this 
trick and Li took it seriously. He ruffed a heart then led 
the ten of clubs and ran it, pitching the diamond loser 
from hand. If he thought that was a free play, he was swiftly 
disabused of the notion as Lui won the }J and returned 
the queen of spades. Li won, ruffed a heart with dummy's 
last trump and attempted to cash the eight of clubs, only 
to find Tam ruffing in front of him. He over-ruffed, cashed 
two more trumps and exited with a low heat. That lost to 
the jack and the ace of diamonds came back. Li ruffed but 
had to lead away from the ]K once again and was a trick 
short; –50 and another 10 IMPs to CCH, who were really 
getting back into this match in a big way.

A couple of minor swings also went the way of CCH, 
adding 5 IMPs to their tally, and there was time for one 
more big swing to complete a remarkable run of deals.

Board 31. Dealer South. N/S Vul.
   [ K J 2
   ] K
   { Q J 9 8 6
   } A 10 9 6
 [ A Q 8 5 4 3   [ 10 7
 ] Q J 5    ] 8 7 3
 { 4    { A 5 3 2
 } J 7 5    } Q 4 3 2
   [ 9 6
   ] A 10 9 6 4 2
   { K 10 7
   } K 8

 West North East South
 Liu Wenfei Hsu Shen
 – – – 2{
 Pass 2] Pass Pass
 2[ All Pass

 West North East South
 Weimin Tam Li Lui
 – – – 2{
 Pass 2NT Pass 3{
 Pass 3NT All Pass

Both Souths opened with a multi 2{ and both Wests 
passed. That was where the similarities between the two 
auctions ended. Wenfei responded 2], pass or correct, 
on the North cards, as I'm sure would I. When 2] came 
round to Liu he balanced with 2[ and was left to play 
there. The defence took two hearts, two clubs, a club ruff 
and two spades, for down two and –100.

In the other room, Tam looked for game with the North 
hand, using a 2NT inquiry and, presumably, discovering 
that he was facing a maximum weak two in hearts. He bid 
3NT and played there and Li, with nothing much to go on, 
led fourth of his longest and strongest in time-honoured 
fashion. The two of diamonds was won with dummy's 
seven and Tam played a heart to the ace then the jack of 
diamonds, overtaking with the king when Li played low. 
Tam continued with ace and another heart to Weimin's 
queen and Weimin played ace and another spade. Tam 
could even afford to put in the jack in search of a second 
overtrick and, when it held, that is what he had; 11 tricks 
for +660 and 11 IMPs to CCH.

Six boards into the set, Vincent Li had led by 70-14 IMPs 
and looked to be in total control. Sixty-six unanswered 
IMPs later, it was CCH Power who would go into the 
third and final set with the lead, by 80-70. Talk about a 
momentum shift!
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Vincent Li v CCH Power (Open SF 3)

After the dramatic second set, I felt that the decision 
had been made for me regarding which of the two semi-
finals to watch in set three. It had to be Vincent Li v CCH 
Power. Could CCH go from strength to strength and 
power their way through to the final, or would Vincent Li 
in turn make a comeback – their deficit was, after all, only 
10 IMPs, but they had to be in shock after what had just 
happened.
The set began very peacefully. CCH Power had single 
IMP gains on the first two deals and the third was a flat 
partscore. Then the action began.

Board 4. Dealer West. All Vul.
   [ 10 8 5 3
   ] 5 3
   { 10 4 3
   } A Q 9 2
 [ –    [ A Q 9 4
 ] 10 8 7 4 2   ] A K Q
 { K Q J 2   { A 8 6
 } 8 7 5 3   } K 10 4
   [ K J 7 6 2
   ] J 9 6
   { 9 7 5
   } J 6

 West North East South
 Shen Tam Wenfei Lui
 Pass Pass 1} Pass
 1{ Pass 2NT Pass
 3{ Pass 3] Pass
 3NT Pass 4] All Pass

 West North East South
 Liu Weimin Hsu Chiu
 Pass Pass 2} Pass
 2{ Pass 2NT Pass
 3{ Pass 3] Pass
 3NT Pass 4] Pass
 5] Pass 6] All Pass

Wenfei  Wang and Qi She , for Vincent L i , had a 
straightforward Precision auction to the safe heart game, 
played by East after a transfer sequence to offer a choice 
of games. After a trump lead there were two clubs to be 
lost but that was all; +650.

For CCH Power, Hsu opened 2} and rebid 2NT. Again 
there was a transfer sequence to offer a choice of games 
but, when Hsu chose to play 4], Liu made the very 
aggressive decision to invite slam by raising to 5] – is that 
really wise with such weak hearts and no way for partner 
to know that his spade values are far less valuable than 
those in the other three suits? Well, looking at all the top 
three trumps, it is not surprising that Hus accepted the 
invitation and got to a hopeless slam. Did I say hopeless? 
Those who had witnessed the previous set would have 
seen how the momentum was so strongly behind CCH 
and, sure enough, not only was the ace of clubs onside, 

but Karic Chiu led the only suit to give the contract – a 
spade! Two club discards on the ace and queen of spades 
and the club onside, plus of course no jack to four trumps 
or singleton club anywhere, and the slam rolled in for 
+1430 and 13 IMPs to CCH. They led by 95-70.

Board 6. Dealer East. E/W Vul.
   [ K 6
   ] K 9 8 6 5 3
   { 5 3
   } A K 10
 [ 7 5    [ A Q 9
 ] A Q J 10 2   ] 7 4
 { K 8 2    { A 9 6
 } J 4 2    } 8 7 6 5 3
   [ J 10 8 4 3 2
   ] –
   { Q J 10 7 4
   } Q 9

 West North East South
 Shen Tam Wenfei Lui
 – – Pass 3[
 All Pass

 West North East South
 Liu Weimin Hsu Chiu
 – – Pass 2[
 Pass 2NT Pass 3}
 Pass 3[ Pass 4[
 All Pass

So, what would you open with the South hand. You are 
at favourable vulnerability, which suggests aggression, 
but second in hand, which is the position where you are 
supposed to be soundest. My vote goes to 3[, but pre-
emption is to some extent a personal thing and we should 
all do what we feel comfortable doing.

Lui opened 3[ and played there, making exactly when 
there were two diamonds and two spades to be lost; 
+140

Chiu opened 2[ and Weimin made a slightly optimistic 
game try by using the 2NT inquiry. It looks as though 3} 
showed a minimum, or maybe a club shortage, and 3[ 
was a sign-off but, rightly in my opinion, South now went 
on to game. It is always a guess when you have a shapely 
hand like this. How is partner to know that the king of 
diamonds is gold-dust and the king of hearts waste paper? 
Today, 4[ was down one for –50 and 5 IMPs to CCH, but 
tomorrow it might be cold.

The CCH lead was up to 100-70, but it was too soon to 
relax, as evidenced by the very next deal.
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Board 7. Dealer South. All Vul.
   [ K 9 8 6
   ] 9 8 5
   { Q 9 8 6
   } 7 4
 [ 7 5    [ A J 10 3 2
 ] K J 6 4 2   ] A 7 3
 { 4 2    { K 10 3
 } A J 9 5   } Q 6
   [ Q 4
   ] Q 10
   { A J 7 5
   } K 10 8 3 2

 West North East South
 Shen Tam Wenfei Lui
 – – – 1}
 1] Pass 2} Pass
 2] Pass 2NT Pass
 3NT All Pass

 West North East South
 Liu Weimin Hsu Chiu
 – – – 1}
 1] Pass 2} Pass
 2] All Pass

When Liu overcalled 1], Hsu made an unassuming cuebid 
then gave up when partner showed a near minimum by 
repeating the hearts. After a club lead, Liu made nine 
tricks for +140.

In the same position, Wenfei went on with 2NT over 2] 
and Shen raised her to game. Lui led a low club to the 
seven and queen. Wenfei played ace and another heart, 
getting the good news, and won the king then led a 
spade to the jack and queen. Seeing that everything was 
working for declarer, took what seemed the only chance, 
leading a low diamond in hope that partner would hold 
the king. Close, but the queen lost to declarer's king and 
now Wenfei cashed the hearts, led a spade to the ace 
and took the club finesse. Lui, who had been squeezed by 
the major-suit plays, had discarded the ace of diamonds 
to keep a club guard so Wenfei had the ten of diamonds 
at the end and 11 tricks in all for +660 and 11 IMPs to 
Vincent Li. They closed to 81-100.

Two tiny gains for Vincent Li closed the gap to 84-100, 
then came something more substantial.

Board 11. Dealer South. None Vul.
   [ A K Q 6 2
   ] K Q 10 5
   { –
   } 9 6 5 4
 [ J 9 5    [ 10 8 7
 ] 2    ] 9 7
 { 10 8 6 3   { A K Q 9 4
 } A K J 8 7   } Q 10 3
   [ 4 3
   ] A J 8 6 4 3
   { J 7 5 2
   } 2

 West North East South
 Shen Tam Wenfei Lui
 – – – 2{
 Pass 4} Pass 4{
 Pass 4] All Pass

 West North East South
 Liu Weimin Hsu Chiu
 – – – 2]
 Pass 2NT Pass 3}
 Pass 6] All Pass

Lui opened a multi and Tam jumped to 4} to ask him to 
transfer to his major. Four Diamonds duly did so and Tam 
signed off in 4]. After a top diamond lead there were 13 
easy tricks for +510.

Chiu opened a natural weak two bid. Weimin inquired. 
Did the response show club shortage, or just a minimum? 
I have been spoilt by working at major championships 
where the players' convention cards are available to study, 
so feel naked at times at tournaments which, however 
prestigious, do not require the registration of systems 
with the organisation. Given his leap to 6], Weimin could 
have just been having a gamble on the opening lead, or 
he could have known there could not be two club losers, 
making 6] rather more of an informed decision. Played by 
South the lead was a top diamond, so there were only 12 
tricks for +980 and 10 IMPs to Vincent Li. It was getting 
very close now at 94-100.

Vincent Li picked up 2 more IMPs on Board 12 for an 
extra undertrick; 96-100. Board 13 was 3NT by N/S at 
both tables, with Tam making 10 tricks to Weimin's nine, 
and that was 1 IMP back to CCH. They led by 101-96 with 
three boards to play.
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Board 14. Dealer East. None Vul.
   [ K 8 5 3
   ] 2
   { Q J 6
   } A Q 5 4 3
 [ 2    [ A Q 10
 ] J 4    ] 8 7 6 5 3
 { K 9 7 3 2   { A 10 8 5
 } K J 9 8 6   } 10
   [ J 9 7 6 4
   ] A K Q 10 9
   { 4
   } 7 2

 West North East South
 Shen Tam Wenfei Lui
 – – Pass 1[
 Pass 2} Pass 2{
 Pass 2[ Pass 2NT
 Pass 4[ All Pass

 West North East South
 Liu Weimin Hsu Chiu
 – – Pass 1[
 Pass 2} Pass 2]
 Pass 2[ Pass 4[
 All Pass

Both N/Ss bid to 4[, Weimin/Chiu by natural methods, 
Tam/Lui via artificiality.

Liu led a cunning nine of clubs through dummy's side-
suit. Not knowing that there would be two trump losers 
as well as the ace of diamonds, Chiu thought for a while 
but then took the lead at face value and went up with 
dummy's ace. He led a heart to the ace then a spade to 
the king and ace. Hsu played ace and another diamond 
and, seeing no other hope, Chiu discarded the losing club. 
Liu won the {K and there was still the [Q to come. One 
card, the opening lead, had given declarer a chance to go 
wrong, and he had taken that chance; –50. Shen led a low 
diamond at the other table, Wenfei winning the ace and 
continuing with a second diamond. Lui had to ruff and he 
next led a spade to the king and ace and Wenfei returned 
a third diamond, forcing declarer to ruff once again. Lui 
took the club finesse now and, when it held, led a spade 
up. Wenfei won and played a fourth diamond. Lui could 
not ruff in hand, of course, as that would have been with 
the [J and would have promoted the ten into the setting 
trick, so he threw a heart from hand and ruffed in dummy. 
Then he led dummy's heart and sat and thought. Lui had 
seen the ten of clubs from East and had reason to suspect 
that she held the heart length, and anyway, isn't jack to 
four or five onside more likely than jack doubleton or 
to three offside? So eventually he put in the ten and that 
lost to the doubleton jack. Worse, much much worse as it 
was to turn out, Shen returned a club for Wenfei to ruff 
and the contract was two down for –100 and 2 IMPs to 
Vincent Li, who trailed by only 98-101.

Wasn't that great defence to create a situation where 
declarer could go wrong? Unlike the other table, this was 
a whole series of plays, but what a nice board, with both 
defences deserving of a game swing.

N/S made game at both tables on the penultimate board, 
3NT and 5} respectively for a flat board at +600. The 
gap was therefore 3 IMPs in favour of CCH going into the 
final deal.

Board 16. Dealer West. E/W Vul.
   [ K J 5 4 3
   ] K J 8
   { 8 4 3
   } A 9
 [ A    [ 9 8 6
 ] 9 6 5    ] A Q 4
 { 10 7 6 2   { A Q 9
 } K J 10 7 4             } Q 6 5 2
   [ Q 10 7 2
   ] 10 7 3 2
   { K J 5
   } 8 3

 West North East South
 Shen Tam Wenfei Lui
 Pass 1[ Pass 3{
 Pass 3[ All Pass

 West North East South
 Liu Weimin Hsu Chiu
 Pass 1[ Pass 2[
 All Pass

Chiu made a simple raise to 2[ and nobody had anything 
more to say. Hsu led a spade, Liu winning the ace and 
switching to a heart. Hsu won the queen and led a second 
spade. Weimin won that cheaply in dummy and cashed the 
ten of spades then led a heart to the jack and ace. Now 
Hsu played a low club to the ten and ace and Weimin 
cashed the king of hearts then led a diamond towards 
dummy. Hsu rose with the ace and cashed the queen of 
clubs and the contract was just made for +110.

Lui made a Bergen raise of 3{, showing around 6-9 
HCP with four-card spade support, and Tam signed off 
in 3[. Again the lead was a trump. Shen won the ace and 
switched to the jack of clubs to declarer's ace. Tam drew 
trumps then exited with his losing club, hoping to get 
some help. There was none forthcoming. Shen won the 
club and pushed a heart through so Wenfei could win the 
queen and ace then cash the ace of diamonds and the 
contract was one down for –50 and 4 IMPs to Vincent Li.
The final score: Vincent Li 102 CCH Power 101. 
Remember my comment at the end of Board 14? If Lui 
had been only one down in 4[ the board would have 
been flat and it would have been CCH Power who won 
by a single IMP!

CRE8IVEwon the other semi-final by 123-78 against Avia 
Financial so the final would be their all Chinese squad 
against Vincent Li's Shanghai/Hong Kong combination, to 
be played over three 16-board sessions.
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Feishang Swiss Teams
飛尚瑞士式隊制賽

Results



Crowne Plaza Hotel Hong Kong Kowloon East   
香港九龍東皇冠假日酒店

  17 July - 21 July 20
二零一八年七月十七日至七月二十一日 

Hong Kong Inter-City Bridge Championships 2018 二零一八年香港城市橋牌錦標賽 

24

Feishang Swiss Teams 
飛尚瑞士式隊制賽

Winners

Champion: 
 SH Stonehill      

1st Runner-up: 
SX Club - Starlord

2nd Runner-up: 
Mountain

3rd Runner-up: 
Olystar
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Geely Automobile Open Pairs
吉利汽車公開組雙人賽

Qualifying Results
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