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Date:

Time:

Venue:

9th Council Meeting Minutes

January 5, 2011 (Wednesday)

7:30 p.m.

Present: Officers:

Derek Zen — President (DZ)
Thomas Ng — Vice-President (TN)
Pearlie Chan — Secretary (PC)
Christopher Leung — Treasurer (CL)

Council members:

Unit 1103, 11/F, East Ocean Centre, 98 Granville Road, TST, KLN, HK

CC Wong (CC)
Chan Yiu (CY)
Leo Cheung (LC)
Ronald Hui (RH)
Tony Lau (TL)
WK Lai (WK)
Apologizes:
Council members:
Charmian Koo (CK)
SK Luk (SK)
Item Content When | Action
1 |Adopt minutes of last meeting.
2 |Follow up matters raised in last meeting (by minutes order):
a) CK to provide a summary to CL with regards to petty cash and CK
tutor payment for LCSD courses.
b) CC checked that there is no discount for buying two
“PlayBridegDealer4” machines therefore Council will go ahead to
buy one machine for the time being.
c) CC to follow up with Chinese Club regarding the rental charges CC

for HKCBA.
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4i

4ii

4iii

i
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Financial Affairs:

The latest bank balance is HK$615,000

Internal Affairs:

As per last meeting council has purchased one “PlayBridgeDealer4”
machine. CC will test it and if it works effectively, council will consider

to buy one more.

There was further discussion on Thomas’ proposal “Trail to No Trials!”.
Basically council has consent to use the four major events: 1) Open Team
of 4, 2) Open Pairs, 3) Open Team of 6 and 4) PABF Trial for selecting
representatives. The concept is that winners (top 3 ranks) of these four
events will be awarded with ranking points; players with highest ranking
points will be eligible to represent Hong Kong. For team events, the team
with the highest total ranking points will be eligible to represent. LC
suggested using a 5-3-2-1 scale (5 pts for champion, 3 pts for Ist
runner-up, 2 pts for 2nd runner-up and 1 pt for all participants) with
depreciation of 1 pt per quarter. There was also suggestion to use a 3-2-1
scale. TN will summarize all the comments for discussion in the next
meeting and once agreed by Council the proposal will be put up on

HKCBA website for consultation.
Council confirmed AGM to be held on February 22, 2011. PC will issue
notice 3 weeks prior to the AGM. Audit report will be available near to

the AGM date.

External Affairs:

PC to send a reminder to all APBF Open Team trial participants to comply

with the following requirements in order to represent Hong Kong:

a) He or she must be current HKCBA member

b) He or she must have permanent Hong Kong Identity Card (i.e.
3-star ID card). Or he or she must have Hong Kong Identity Card
and have stayed in Hong Kong at least 180 days in year 2010.

c) He or she must not have represented another NBOs in the past
two years

d) He or she must not register as a player in more than one team or

in more than one category

DZ has received invitation to send one team to participate in the Yeh

CC

TN

PC

PC
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Bro’s Cup in April 2011. Edmund Tse, David Chan, Samuel Wan and

Derek Zen will be joining the event.

There will be a big tournament held in Tinjun in September 2011, it will

invite 8 teams from countries over the world to join.

A.0.B.

a) TN proposed to give HKD2,200 lai see to Mariners’ Club. Council

endorsed. CL to issue cheque and pay before Chinese New Year.
b) TN brought up to Council’s attention that there seems to be too much

Gold Point given to the winner of Grand Slam Individual and suggested to

review and discuss this in the next council meeting.

The 10th Council Meeting will be held on February 16, 2011.

CL




Date:

Time:

Venue:

10th Council Meeting Minutes

February 16, 2011 (Wednesday)

7:30 p.m.

Present: Officers:

Derek Zen — President (DZ)
Thomas Ng — Vice-President (TN)
Pearlie Chan — Secretary (PC)
Christopher Leung — Treasurer (CL)

Council members:
Chan Yiu (CY)
Leo Cheung (LC)
Ronald Hui (RH)
Tony Lau (TL)
WK Lai (WK)

Apologizes:

Council members:
CC Wong (CC)
Charmian Koo (CK)
SK Luk (SK)

Unit 1103, 11/F, East Ocean Centre, 98 Granville Road, TST, KLN, HK

Item

Content

When

Action

Adopt minutes of last meeting.

Follow up matters raised in last meeting (by minutes order):

d) CK to provide a summary to CL with regards to petty cash and

tutor payment for LCSD courses.

e) CC to follow up with Chinese Club regarding the rental charges
for HKCBA

f) Council confirmed will buy one more “PlayBridgeDealer4”
machine as the current one is working effectively. CC will

arrange.

CK

CC

CC
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Financial Affairs:

The latest bank balance is HK$637,000

Internal Affairs:

After further discussion, below is the council decision on the “Trail to No
Trials” proposal:

- “Ranking points” will be given for the four selected events 1) Open
Team of Four, 2) Open Team of Six, 3) HK Open Pair and 4)
Invitational Team (in which its format will be modified for the
purpose). APBF Trial and Open League are not to be included and
thus will not be granted any “Ranking points”.

- “Ranking points” will be granted base on event ranking:
Champion — 10 pts, 1st runner-up — 6 pts, 2nd runner-up — 3 pts,
all other participants — 1 pt. No discount or depreciation on
“Ranking points” already granted.

- The pair or team that has the highest accumulated “Ranking points”

in the past 12 months will be qualified to represent Hong Kong.

Council has agreed to reduce the number of Gold Points awarded for the
first 3 positions of the Grand Slam Individual event. Starting from next

bridge year the Gold Points awarded will be reduced to 4,2,1

CL will provide the draft financial report by February 18, 2011. 7 prizes
will be presented during AGM, TN to remind KF Mak to call prize
winners to join the prize presentation. CC to bring camera for photo
taking. PC to coordinate with Chorin for printing materials for AGM

(such as voting sheets etc).

WK has updated the special voting member list with Council’s

endorsement. TL will post the updated list on HKCBA website.

External Affairs:

DZ met Vincent Fung and noticed that government could possibly grant
subsidy for youth development for sports. The new Council could explore

this further for details.

A.O.B.

PC to coordinate the hotel booking for 2011 APBF representatives before
March 1, 2011.

CL,TN,
CC.pPC

TL

PC




Finally, DZ thanked all Council members for their contribution during
their term(s) of service. The date of the next council meeting will be

determined after the new Council is formed.




Date:

Time:

Venue:

1st Council Meeting Minutes

March 17, 2011 (Thursday)

7:30 p.m.

Present: Officers:
Derek Zen — President (DZ)
Thomas Ng — Vice-President (TN)
Pearlie Chan — Secretary (PC)

Christopher Leung — Treasurer (CL)

Council members:
CC Wong (CC)
Chan Yiu (CY)
Charlie Lee (HL)
John Tsang (JT)
KF Mak (KF)
Tony Lau (TL)
WK Lai (WK)

Apologizes:

Council members:
Leo Cheung (LC)

Unit 1103, 11/F, East Ocean Centre, 98 Granville Road, TST, KLN, HK

Item Content When | Action
1 |Adopt minutes of last meeting.
2 |Follow up matters raised in last meeting (by minutes order):
a) KEF to follow up with Charmian to provide a summary to CL with KF
regards to petty cash and tutor payment for LCSD courses.
b) CC to follow up with Chinese Club regarding the rental charges CC
for HKCBA.
c¢) Council confirmed will buy one more “PlayBridgeDealer4” CC

machine as the current one is working effectively. CC will

arrange.
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Financial Affairs:

The latest bank balance is HK$623,000

Internal Affairs:

DZ provided some updates from the Board of Tournament Directors
meeting:

a) The tournament director list has been updated, Ronald Hui can
provide the latest list for council’s endorsement.

b) There will be a Tournament Director Training Programme in April
2011. DZ recommended youth team members to join the training
to improve their knowledge in laws and rulings.

¢) For those who join the training programme, DZ suggested to
apply mandatory requirements on all participants: They should
pay a fee of HKD500 per person, after they have finished the
programme and passed the exam, they have to perform director’s
duty for 5 sessions of tournament for HKCBA. After they have
completed the above requirements they can get a HKD300 refund
on the fee they have paid.

d) There will be refresher courses for qualified Tournament
Directors

e) TL to post the TD programme announcement on HKCBA website

f) DZ mentioned that we need to deal with players who shown bad
attitude towards directors (e.g. challenge their rulings) and we
need to ensure director’s consistency in rulings. TN will find

someone to deal with this and will set up some rules.

2013 APBF Championships in Hong Kong:

a) DZ predicted that HKCBA will have a deficit of HKD500K to
600K for hosting the event. Council need to work hard on fund
raising starting this year to prepare the budget. DZ and TN will
try to find sponsor for the funding. LC will in charge of the
getting the sponsorship from government.

b) There will be a committee formed for organizing the event.

c) PC to check with Anthony Ching on what is required to provide
in order to officially register as the host of the 2013 APBF
Championships in Hong Kong.

Increase HKCBA membership:
There are currently around 280 HKCBA members. DZ proposed to

increase the overall membership by 10% per year. WK will come up with

a plan to achieve the target and bring it up for discussion in the coming

PC

TL
TN

PC

WK
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council meeting.

Division of Labor:

a) CY continue to work on publishing the Bridgezette

b) TN, CC and HL will be part of Tournament Operations

c¢) KF will gradually take up the youth development role from LC.
He will provide a proposal on youth training and development as
well as budget in the next council meeting for discussion.

d) WK will continue to work on membership and masterpoint
update.

e) TL will continue to be the webmaster with the help of WK Chan

f) CC will continue to management equipments

g) KF will take up the LCSD courses with the help of other council
member(s) if needed

h) HL will be responsible for dealing with secondary schools and
university bridge issues.

i) PC will be the contact for external matters

j)  LC will be the PR to work on getting government sponsorship

External Affairs

LC will work on government sponsorship issue.

A.0.B.

2011 APBF:

a) Council approved LC to be the NPC for 2011 APBF HK Open
Team and Youth Team, and DZ to be the NPC for HK Ladies
Team. PC to follow up with the two Senior Teams to confirm the
NPC or PC and revert to Council for approval.

b) No subsidy will be provided for Open/Ladies/Senior Team. Only
youth team will be subsidized.

c) PC to find out the details of last year’s subsidy for youth team for
Council’s discussion in the next council meeting.

d) PC to arrange all APBF representatives to sign the undertaking
and advise the NPCs that they need to submit the captain’s report
to Council within one month after the end of the APBF

Championships.

Mr. Gui’s HKCBA membership:

Council agreed to give a honorable title to Mr. Gui to recognize his
sponsorship and support to HKCBA. He will continue to be the Life
member of HKCBA, and will become the honorable advisor of HKCBA

KF

PC

PC

PC

WK, PC
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going forward. WK to add him to the Life member list. PC to issue letter

to inform him of the honorable title.

Updated M&A on website:
PC to follow up with LC for the latest M&A of HKCBA and TL to update
HKCBA website.

Renting of Chinese Club for HKCBA events:
TN proposed that the following events will be moved to Chinese Club:
a) Invitational Team
b) Chinese Club Open Pair
¢) Mixed Pair
d) Ladies Pair
e) Senior Bowl
Council has no preference on the dates of the above events to be held in

Chinese Club. Tournament Operations will do the scheduling.

Events Promotion:

TN advised Council that David CC Ng will gradually move away from
events promotion, prepare monthly reports etc due to his health condition.
TN will send an email to all with all the current HKCBA events and each
Council member have to pick 2 events to be the promoter. Council also
needs to sort out additional resources to work on monthly reporting,
pre-registration etc. going forward. David CC Ng suggested to pay
HKD1,000 and hire someone to do all these but Council has rejected this

idea as it may not be worthy to do so.

Next meeting: All council members need to give ideas on how to promote

bridge.

The 2nd council meeting will be held on April 26, 2011 (Tuesday).

PC, TL

TN

All
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Senior Bowl

G X Senior Bowl —3LA 10 B2 T2 RS, 12 R LL 6VP #5158 5%, A3 28— mli
TRAP TSR AN, PR 20 B BB A NS 4R 3.

There were 10 teams participating in the Senior Bowl this year. I consider that the participation rate
was already quite good. In the end, our team came first by having 6 VP more. Perhaps, we were

lucky because some scores were gifted by others.

(1) FEM R E--E A W8 Card-reading problem — common issue

BHSRARZE T A8 5 — S A AR Iy AT 7 I3 RIS 2t A B BRI AR U (R A B e A5 ) 2 T
SR ... AR ML SR N AR IE AR ARG 2 FR R — R ]

If you declare, will you think about the opposition’s bidding before you play the 1* trick? What sort
of cards would he hold from his bidding (what sort of cards would prevent him to bid)? Why did he
lead such a card ... etc. etc? Though everyone knows the rule, but have you done so? Let me show

you an example.

Round 4
E/EW, the bidding:
w N E S
1e Pass
le S5 5% X
All Pass

HIGHI AL The cards of East and West are:

& A82 aJ76

v J9642 v AK83
+ K6 + QJ9852
® 876 & --

5] A KGR S AR ] AR U I Rl AR B o0 A AN S R 8 SRIMLFITE 16183 H
overcall 1 &, W SEFERAZA I E ), 5 IAMEYT & NEZA 5 5RGEEEA & KQxx PUiR)EHKIRA]
HeETIL & G 2-3 SR AMMAL (0 A 2-3 5R IR UL ST — i play, AN 1R 4R, 5 AR s 188 T 3T AN AR
A — M ARG RE & R r b A s A AT I (B Iz o e A » K75 S b 2-2 43
P, ER AN S fEF 2 SRe AUEE TR, WIRIEEE play, 1T O A8 58 o ), B kA
R =,-800 PU S

The first lead of & A gives you a chance. Can you describe the shape of the hands of North and South

13



based on the auction? North has bid 5&, he should have 8 clubs.. After 1¢, South has not overcalled
1 & but doubled at the end. This showed that he would not have 5 &s (and not even 4 cards of &
KQxx). You deduce that North has 2 to 3 #s and so he has 2 to 3 cards in the red suits. Based on this
deduction, plan your play. It is not difficult, isn’tit? Of course, if your plan is wrong, you cannot
make the contract. However, you cannot just declare as if North and South have not bid (i.e., Trump
& , draw trump using ¥ A and ¥ K, hoping that the trump distribution of North and South to be 2-2.
As North has overcalled 5« , the chance of his holding 2 ¥s is reduced. If you play this way,

Dummy’s cards will become useless). In reality , the contract went down 3, -800. The 4 hands were:

a Q103

v7

*3

% AKQ109532
& AS82 aJ76
v J9642 v AK83
+ K6 + QJ9852
& 876 & -

& K954

v Q105
¢ A1074
® J4

FEFIE S AR AR EHT 5 v, AEEEARIAE e AFREUEIA 8 ke [HeE AT IR,

T RDET AR R E A TR — 3 e A, IFH R B IEAA w R, TR 09 I EIRA, 1 eA,
[F] & SR T WA L AR BETF e 6162, RIRMOCILK o 2 0-1 5, W R ALE 3R o

10,38 KL

At my table, I sat West and also declared 5¥. However, South has not doubled. The 1% lead was
also #A. Tassumed that North had 8 &s but he must have 1 ¥ else I could not make the contract. 1|
ruffed in dummy and played ¥ A. Good news! Both North and South followed with a . Ithen
played ¢9, North considered for a while and placed ¢ A. He returned a #. The problem was solved.
If he did not place A, I would place ¢ 6 as I assume that North had only O to 1 ¢.If he gota ¢10, I

would fail.

B R G UR T By <7 AR SR I8 B S S AN K R G KA B RIS B PR A R
1 16IMP. W1 A ALFT et i, K515 SIMP.ZE A 10 B A B2 vf,— B3 A 8 [B1AH 2= 211IMP.

My opinion is, no matter you declare or defend, you have to read cards. This point is basic but many
bridge friends are not accustomed to read cards. This board gave us 16 IMP. If he can win this board,

he can win 5 IMP. With only 10 boards in the match, this board has a net difference of 21 IMP.

14



(2) 1@/ Round 6 HFEM—HI. This is a board in Round 6 of the final competition.

S/ALL 4 J6
v 10743
* A5
% A9543
======= 4532
I vQ6
1 K8643
====== &]72

BB 15-17 89 INT JEME3NT /R 2 AL R 51w 2(R 4 /R ER Le Q, XA —HUER o
AFTe , fRe KafG, FFERH o 9, ¢ 7, SEIYEAR R — R ARIRA B TR ARE /R A &,
WAEE e HEREARECTT o ARK Z5Re Q, ¢ T —EAEAEK T iy AR A E —IKiET
BE MRS XA play FITHRE « ABBER T+ KQx,Cf 5 M+, &
B ARE Y o R0 & NGRS TAT o T UAREAS 4 3L R EOR A & AKQIO,UNE
KGR IR 10 70 A E A« QIERH & 1T 5 e AEEITe 1) WK E:

South opens a 15-17 INT and North responds 3NT. You are East and your Partner first leads w2 (4"
best), you of course place ¥Q, the Declarer ¥ A.  For the 2" round, Declarer plays ¢ A and then
another ¢. You win with ¢ K and your Partner follows with 9, ¢7. For the 4™ round, what would your
play? Based on Dummy’s hand, you would not return a & and would not return a ¢ . As Declarer has
played ¢ himself, the unseen ¢ Q and ¢J must be in Declarer’s hand and you might only one chance of
entry. Maybe from East’s point of view, as Declarer has not played Dummy’s long & suit, Declarer
should have & KQx, and so would have 5 &s. In reality, East returned a # and the contract was made.
(It is not good to return a # because Dummy has #J. If you want to win 4 tricks, West must have #
AKQI10. If so, West will have at most 10 hcp and would not have #Q. Declarer would play 5 &s
first before playing ¢). The four hands are::

aJ6

v 10743

¢+ A5

® A9543
& AK104 A 532
v J852 v Q6
* 97 ¢ K8643
* Q86 % J72

& Q987

v AK9

+ QJ102

% K10

15



W SR [Blw A2 Ry B AR T, AE AR ]R8 0y B CLAE AT TR vk v KA |
e T & A, & K HZLRETPOAEERE & 10,5 R U] T 0008, A0 e A A O A RETH
& 9 TRVGHT o 10,1518 170 Tic, JARMERZAT IS A H & 10 7ETU K. (I & A, & K BHETTX)
BRI BEAT 7 TR ()T 17 5 1 R 4 dikw JHESOE 3 9Rw ()T —, =it e FHIHEF L 4 5
o) BERMFEESIY RE,FHR & AEt 5 R IBAERK & BERZE 4 58010500 & 25 58,
ZYEE I & (WS RKMIE 4340205 e 2« K, « Q “REMA T, W b
B IHIERZIT S K, @ QAR o AMENIT AT 1EAFE 3-3 70 A, #5584,

How about returning a ¥? At such time, I sat South. When East was spending a long time to think, I
had made my plan. If East played a ¥, I would place ¥K, and prepare to lose a ¥ ,a ¢ , and 2 spades
to # A and & K. Thad tojudge who had #10. The only entry with Dummy was #A. With no
other choice, I would play 49 from hand to finesse West’s 410. Based on the distribution of this
board, I thought I could make the contract. This was luck because & 10 was with West. (In practice,
& A and & K were with West). But if East can consider the situation carefully .(a) based on the first
lead, Partner has 4 s, Declarer has 3 ¥s, (b) Based on the play of ¢s in the 2" and 3" round, Declarer
has 4 ¢s, (c) as Partner 1* leads a ¥, Partner will not have 5 as. If so, Declarer should have 4 as. If
West has 5 #s, he will likely lead a # .(d) this means the shape of Declarer’s hand is 4342 (e) will
Declarer’s 2 &s be &K and %Q? It’s also not possible. If so, he should play %K and, #Q in the 2" and
3" rounds and then play # A, enter into Dummy. If the distribution of clubs in East and West is 3-3,

then Declarer can make the contract easily..

PR 2% LE H 585 DY 3R AR By [ e B A RN R AE AR SRR o S Bdme o, KA T REL B o BBt AN
B, [0l w PR DT HRIE B B T KT & 10 A FERAT,(GREBOE & A, & KAZHRPY T8 59R) Bk
2 [l R B FELEEAR 5 | R, B L BA, T A TR S AN, KRR R JE Y .

As East has thought for a long time before he played the 4™ round of trick, I also thought that it would
be best for me if East would return a & but it was not possible. If he returned a ¢, it was not too bad to
me. If he returned a ¥, it was normal to both sides. I must find & 10 before I could make the contract.
(I assumed that & A and & K were divided in East’s and West’s hands). The worst return to me was a
& , it would kill my important entry and I could hardly make the contract. It seemed that I had luck as

East did not return a .

I3 A AR AT ANTFT B R ANGE, S5 R TR0k AR & F = BEIBE 14IMP. JEXRILE S
AN

At the other table, South played 3NT and t don’t know the sequence of play. Unexpectedly, the

contract went down 3.  'We won 14 IMP for this board. Our luck was quite good.
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(3) A —FEE M I FEH % . Let’s see another lucky board. The final board in the final

competition.
E/None
aJ72
v KQ32
¢ AQJ
& Q43
& AQ954 & 863
v AJ109 v 8765
¢ 87 ¢ 109
® 75 % AJB6
s K10
vi4
¢ K65432
* K1092

B3 A AL TR PG IR Y R M S8 6% Teammates sat East and West and the auction was more or less as

follows:

\W N E S
Pass Pass
1a INT Pass 3NT
All Pass

5] & 8ARTUER A LAZE R T & — 522 1762 DU5R, B f /2 Aty 77 INT,FTLASE 33 & Q IET, 21
T e TR e K ELE —BOER R T &3, WIT LK OA 8 HUSH YT o,
ARV A SR RO A 8 3, 2 1 s A B e A s 0557 5 A A58 T3, W AH R AR
PETH e QE e 3 IRy, W T i & 10, n] BERT T J7 LB 2 32 i A S TR 9 80V 751 & 8
ANBEFII 2 SRIESE 3 5, ML WS — B B A EOUE, MRS G A (R = . )
ZER N AR IER

The first lead was & 8, the teammate who sat West thought that Declarer’s & should be J762 because
he has bid 1INT. So he won with & Q and shifted with ], Declarer ¥K won. For the 3" found,
Declarer played #3 from his hand and K from Dummy. He then played a # from Dummy. The
teammate who sat West saw that Declarer had 8 tricks already and so he placed 4 A immediately and
cashed ¥ A and shifted his attack witha % to enable the defending side to have 5 tricks. If for the 3™
round, Declarer played & Q from his hand, or after & 3 placed 10 from Dummy, he could have won 9
tricks already. The 1* lead of & 8 cannot tell your Partner whether you have 2 or 3 cards. This is an
important piece of information and it is worthwhile to make some improvement. The contract could
not be made if teammates play 3 #s continuously. As the contract could nearly be made, were we

lucky?

17



(4) AN ZELPESERCRN AR TR AL 15 40, BRI S P, B IS B, R 2 AOKHE 1,58 (1) B e B 1
A 21 73 A8 Sa 2 S N EEST S o, ), FIBRARUI T A 19 70,1951« 12,5 v e s
SEARPIANEESER, ) 20 /D A B [ P, i i A A0 1) P PR S 5 Bt A TR] 4 (8 B AR B
HEHL R A28 UM, I — S AN R, RIEA 10 43, 1 Pass, (FE5550),  WIfeH 2 BLEIME R 0
3 SR SR, UG U R RIS B 8,230 (DB P R 288 11 B0t B AT IR A A

8 JriMAF A I . &M 1K 2%, Bl

Don’t just rely purely on points to determine the contract. You have to count the number of winning
tricks and controls. For many people, it is very difficult for them to change. (1) For example, North
and South have 21 points jointly but 5« is cold (it’s not difficult to play #&s correctly ). Also, East and
West have 19 points jointly. After the first lead of &, 5% becomes a cold contract. Ihope that all of
you would not just respond based on points but matching with partner’s suit. If partner’s suit is trump,
how many tricks can you help your partner? If you cannot help with a single trick, you should pass
even if you have 10 points (a little bit exaggerating). If you can help with 2 tricks, you should make a
single raise at least even with O point because the result of bridge is determined by the number of
winning tricks. Example (1): if West can win 11 tricks, he can get a positive score and he will not get a

negative score because I have 8 points only. There are too many similar examples like the following

one:
Round 4
N/EW & 106
v AQ73
* A4
* QJ865
aJ7 & AQB4
v K9862 v4
+ J10832 + KQ976
®2 % K43
& K9532
v J105
*5
% A1097

JEBHNY 1 & 5K overcall 1o ,Fgr/BENYANIENY 2 &, ZEILBHIY 14 18, F0Mw K 5T 81 AL KA 2
BT HSUEIRARLE Lho ORI, — e I LLE R ARz e N AE TR B B RS 2 R, iy (R 1F
PR 3o FARIE O LR TIMP.(55— 5B B 49 +2), T A 19 45

North opens 1, East overcalls 1 ¢ and South makes a non-forcing bid of 26  After North has opened
1%, my K is almost useless and I have in effect only 2 points. I believe that if ¢ is the trump suit, I
can help partner to ruff 2 &s, so with our side vulnerable only, I raise partner’s suit to 3¢ and it

becomes our final contract. We won 7 IMP for this board (at the other table, my teammates bid 4

18



and up 2), East and West have only 19 points jointly.

RO AR LIS AT 5, L3 6 s HSMUA AR FL S0 BRI R I T iR LR 17 B
WE]S o LA F BB SR o TR A . A B R0 52 TR O
AL 8 4 T OB PR BL - BRI FER (B 4 500 & FTLAAE 3¢ 42
5K pass FIRKE RS A o O AT MR AR BFF W o IR RECHATE R0
3o CEITRE.

You may say that North and South are lucky. 5& and even 6& can be made. If you just count points,
you of course cannot bid the contract. If you can agree with my method, you can still win and not lose
by bidding S& I hope that you will try more when you practice bridge. If I were South, after
partner’s opening bid and East’s overcall, I would judge that the value of my hand far exceeds 8 points
as I can help my partner with 4+ tricks. Based on the auction, partner has at most 4 ¥s . So after 3¢,
pass, pass, [ will bid 4% . Idon’t know whether we will continue to bid. As I hold a single ¢ and

our s fit, I would not sell the contract cheaply to opponents’ 3 ¢ .
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T3 X

Criss-Cross Squeeze

PR — L B =) ORI R (busy card)#E— 6B <7 07 T B AR T R E Ry 0 (15
PEB7 5% (b 8 PR SR —idle card—nJ #40) #1545 1

Squeeze in general works when one of your opponents have busy cards in 2 or 3 suits. When you play
your long running suit, this opponent has no idle card to discard and has to discard a busy card. For

example:

a Al
v Q
. -
& -

s KQ

v A

. -

s -
a 10
v K
s A
& -

Bt e SR, DAL R H o AL PG M PR 5 R 8, B iR — I BRI R,
If & is the trump suit, when South plays ¢ A, West will have no idle card to discard and the last 3 cards

will belong to the Declarer.

BAETE W15 Now, the situation is as follows:

oA
v Q6
2
& -

s KQ

v KJ

.-

& -
& J10
vA
* A
& -
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S B IR AR A B DU, TP S e AR IS K AL A & AR & B A
He BT, aJ K Qise Friike A o A T, v Q K, 2HIYE,
T T R 2% A8 AR (Crriss-Cross Squeeze), F5# Tim Bourke /% 2%

The contract is no-trump and you have to win all the 4 tricks. You play ¢ A from hand and West is
squeeze. If he discards a &, you will play a# to A, use ¥ to return to hand and your #J will become a
winner. If West discards a ¥, you win with ¥ A in your hand, use# A to reach Dummy, and ¥ Q will
become a winner. You win all the 4 tricks.  This kind of squeeze is called Criss-Cross Squeeze. Let

me use a board of Tim Bourke as an example.

NS/E aJ2
v J6321
+ AKQ
* AQ106
a8 & A1097653
v Q1075 v 984
¢ J1086 2
% 9742 ® 53
& KQ4
v AK
* 97543
% KJ8
Y% The auction
AV N E S
3a 3NT

Pass 6 NT All Pass

Bl a8 WITFH & LRAEE T & K AFlw 955 UREEST, W R AR AT MR B IR ANHNTE /AT 7
9K A PRRTREFT AU T [ e 0t 3-2 Jp S At iE Rk AR T BIHEAR ] BUE PE AL e (L 4-4 LA
LD R PR & 2 3 SRAR AT RATIITE DO MR SCHE 2 3o JTEPHR o o 4 5RAEH & T 435
o (AL 3 A v 286 4 8 ) IR KR 3 5RIMLIEREYI T M RE —TRe HTHIES)

The first lead is 48, Dummy places #J, East ducks. Declarer then plays a#, East places A and return
v9. Please continue. If East has not bid or you do not know East has 7 &s, you may play the
distribution of ¢ in East and West to be 3-2.  If this is so, the contract is home. Now you have to
assume that West’s red suits are 4-4 or above (if West has at least 3 ¢ s, you can make the contract).
You cashes 2 4s and know that West has 4 ¢s. You then play a & and 4 rounds of & (3 #s,1v,2 ¢s
and 4 &s have been played ) with 3 cards remaining. Below is the situation before the last & in

Dummy is played:
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v Jo6

*Q

*Q
o - & 109
v QI0 v 84
¢+ J10 ¢ -
& - * -

l

vK

+ 975

& -

EWIT e Q Ry T- 28 o 5, V0 ME P 5% ) B4 5 R U AR 4 BG4

When Q is played from Dummy, Declarer discards ¢5 in hand. West has no idle card to discard and

the Declarer wins all the 4 remaining tricks and makes the contract.

TF8—1  Another example: NS/E

& QJ1075
v KQ87
¢ 1054
® A
& 9632 s -
v?2 v J10963
¢ 9832 ¢+ KQ76
% 10852 % KQ96
& AK84
v A54
* Al
% J743
Y% The auction:
W N E S
1w X
Pass 2w Pass 2 4
Pass 4 & Pass 4 ¢
Pass 4NT Pass 5¢
Pass 6 & All Pass

H5le 2,067 W Tv K e CR B v A Zofs AR AORE 5 | A AGREREAN I 4-0 23T, RS AN & 4T 85
S5 BGR —TiRE IRE , U E  DY SRR, B AR v T LA AN BRI R R LE TR K T AAE A ek 2
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B AN BERE R SO T, SR AR I 330 o A 11 BT LAME— BRAS L ZEE R AT e Al
PR SEFTVU AT Ik o AL 1o KARH @ AZE i e I, HURIE, e BIAE—ILH 405 2 v,
3 3o DY SRR

The first lead is ¥2, you must win with Dummy’s ¥K and retain ¥ A as an entry for squeeze. If the
trumps are not 4-0, no one will play wrongly. When Declarer draws trump in the 2™ round, he knows
that West has 4 trumps, a singleton ¥ and all the unseen high cards are with a East. Therefore, the
Declarer cannot let East to gain entry after drawing trumps as when you give a ¢ after drawing trumps,
you will have 11 tricks only. The only way to make the contract is to exert squeeze on East’s ¥ and &
suits.  So, after drawing the outsider trumps, you play a ¢, East must place ¢ K, you cover with ¢ A,
give ¢J, East wins and returns a¥. Now, 4 #s,2 ¥s, 3 ¢s have been played. The remaining 4 cards

are as follows::

& 10

v 87

.-

& A
» - o -
v- v J10
*9 ¢ -
% 1085 * KQ

-

vA

.-

* J74

BT & 10,8 T 8e |, SRR ORI, 5% 4 35 5 38 Bl A R B il fb A v
J10963 Hikw JEH ¢ KQ K& KQ T LARZ 5 R B AT+ 728 UL BRE v B A R B G Fo
A &5,

Now play #10 from Dummy, discard a & in hand, isn’t East squeezed? At the end, all 4 tricks go to the
Declare. Based on East’s opening bid, East has 5 ¥s: ¥ J10963, ¢ KQ and & KQ. Therefore, it is

easy to use Criss-Cross Squeeze against East. It is important to retain ¥ A in hand as an entry..

WIRAN BT 528 SCHIE R, i m ] {380 30 A A, B A28 W e — 7 ) R, Pt R A Y i, gl ) 36 B8 BT 7 7 B84 T
IR (B P L BB T R )

If you are no familiar with Criss-Cross Squeeze, you can think from another angle. What will the last

4 cards remaining in the hand of each of opponents and you can squeeze one the opponents accordingly.

(The most important thing is to read opponents’ cards correctly.)
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ANRESES - OL
Don’t bid just according to high card points

RERE R, —E UM E RIS AT S SE RN sy B R E N B 20, — E g m%
D RS FEA TG E MU RS B Sk R R R [F RS T T RE R 2 A BRI B I S 05 T
AR EHERE, PSRBT E R 2 A BRI B e 722 A 21 H i, 8 — Rk BT m T
DA SETHERE(100% )5 T LRI B Mg e iRy USRSl A1 (A Bl BeE AT
2 0, LA A D E B IRIRE S N FREA 3 H 25 H Invitational team FEER R EERIREAER AN
(&% 24-26 53N E] Game, 1~ 33 53AUE] slam):

Many bridge friends used to bid based on high card points (hcps) only and they have established
bidding conventions to report their hcps. However, all of you know that you may not win the number of
tricks you want based on the total hcps. The bidding in contract bridge can allow you and your partner
to estimate the number of tricks that can be won jointly. As you understand that it is not absolutely
accurate to estimate the number of winning tricks based on hcps, can you use the hcps as a reference to
estimate the number of winning tricks? Up till now, there is no way to estimate 100% correct the
number of winning tricks for any hand. My suggestion here is that in addition to points, we can
determine the level of bidding based on the matching of suits (only matching can create winning tricks)
and controls, etc. I shall illustrate using a few boards in the Invitational team competition held on 25

March 2011 (all the games and slams were bid without 24-26 hcp and 33 hep respectively):

(1)Board 2
NS/E A J82
v 1042
*4
% 987532
& K10743 & AQ965
v KQ9765 v38
+ Q3 + K109765
& - * A
-
v Al3
* AJ82
* KQJ1064
AL Auction
W N E S
1 & X
XX 2 & 2 ¢ 5%

9

AT, RG240 X 2 00 BT B B AL AT 5 & —EF T RS N S, (B Rt E T
) E UL Sa /6 aFEIFREY % £ EANZAT 70 6 BRI B PRI 6 & Whnfs,
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Bl T [Fffs A BIRENT, BOOEME. S EUEIRES «  IIETEGE 12IMP. R AL
FHE 17 93 MH S ZEIH o (Bl % 27-29 73HFT 1L S FHEAE AR IE)

I sat West. Should I bid? If I just considered hcps, our heps far exceeded theirs.  Would they certainly
fail to make 5&? Not too sure (in reality, no). Imust bid 54 or 64? If partner’s & suit did not have
some points, 64 would be a good contract. In practice, I bid 64 and was doubled. Opponent first
led a & and we just went down 1. Partner’s & A was facing my void — duplication of strength. At the
other table, 5& was the final contract, doubled and made. We won 12 IMP. North and South held 17
hcp only but 5& was cold. (The hcps were much lower than that for making a 5-level minor contract
with the usual 27-29 hcps)

(2) Board 4 Al/W
a 764
v J9542
¢ A84
% 108
& QJ1052 & K98
v - v Q107
¢ QJ9632 *5
+ KJ % A97653
o A3
v AK863
+ K107
% Q42
AR Auction
W N E S
1a Pass 24 X
?
ARV AN B U 10 23401 20 ARSI IR T DABE AU B T (AT BENLAR & A b, LR SR
[FfEAE BIA 4-5 G/ a 5% 4-5 5/ e BB 70, A EHEIRC & EHRIRIRE 26 U 6-9
7 FT % 19 73 B TEA » BOG A3 Pass B0 34 50 4w RGRAUIE? Bk e BCE, 7R
I 4a R RS G R RS e B 9 B B T T 9 U B B IR SR (A 2 Dafs—
B SR, HALE] 6 3 + 4 304 O HUFAE 34 5 I0IMPIE BT 19 73
I sat West and had only 10 hcp.  Using the rule of 20, I could open bid. Theoretically, all opening
bids had risks. This board required Partner very little, e.g. 4-5 small #s or 4-5 small #s even without
hcps but with matching. In practice, Partner responded 24 with only 6-9 hcps. We only had at most
19 heps.  Opponents must have ¥ fit. If I passed or bid 34 and opponents bid 4%, would you still
bid? Due to matching of &, I bid 44 and it became the final contract. The worst scenario was I had
only 9 tricks and the opponents also had only 9 tricks. In practice, we were lucky (luck is often required
in bridge). Iwon 6 &s and 4 as. The other table stopped at 34 and we won 10 IMP with only 19
heps jointly.
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(3)Board 5 NS/N
a AJ105
v KJ106
*Q
* K1063
a 32 A 9654
v Q8 v 752
¢ AK106532 ¢ J74
% AS ® 972
& KQ7
v A943
+ 98
* QJ84
AL Auction

1 & Pass lw

HALPY, [FRE pass ) ATHEN 1w B 1af )8 BAT R AT DAIZRIY INT N800G2 BENL 20 30,
B Ao A TET RS TR e R EASH]L O INT, AN, D] 3 LA
{55, ST 2 & (FMEME), 412 Pass £ %5-300, F1 8 LAY 2 v FEAY 3NT 5[ e K FIU SR
JEPHE 4w 75 14IMP.

I sat West and Partner had already passed. I did not have strength to overcall 1v or 14 but I had
winning tricks. Therefore, I bid INT. If I only counted hcps, I could only bid 24, 3¢ oreven 4 e,
but could not obstruct the opponents. We would be in the danger if the opponents were short in ¢ .
So, Ibid INT. If no one doubled, I could win at least 3 tricks. If doubled, I would escape to 2,
(strategic). If all passed, the maximum loss was -300. In practice, North bid 2% and South bid 3NT.
On the first lead of ¢ K, the contract went down 4. The North and South at the other table bid 4% and
we won 14 IMP.

(4)Board 14
Nil/S
A 62
v J8642
+ K102
% J85
& AQ & 10754
v5 v AK93
¢ AQS3 ¢ 74
* AQ10976 * K42
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& KJ983

v Q107
+ J986
®3
AL fiEd w N E S
Pass
1 Pass le la

ATES & AT 2540800 A5 18 I piE AR 6 73, Bk SNT WE2/REZ5 [EAY 2 AR AR « K, Bl e K
DUEFRIFRATE » 55—, (R A RRERAR 2 T AR — 22 SENL5E MUY I A, R R AR R R 17 B R
WRALIEL AN 26 BN, g 2¢ GORBEAEED 54), EHEHERW X FER 28 204 3 ke B
N 2a ARZFZHIUE] 64 (RHRAIEAE S FEICONT BIRIE ML), F3554E 3NT 5 10IMP..

It 28 75

If the first lead was a &, I had 2 stoppers. I had 18 hcp and Partner had at least 6 hep, should I jump
directly to 3NT? You have to consider that: if Partner has &K or ¢ K in addition to 1* control in ¥,
you will have many winning tricks. So, you must make a forcing bid to ask Partner to further describe
his hand and the position of his high cards. If 2 ¢ is forcing, bid 2 ¢ (to show at least 54 in minors). I
practice, I doubled, Partner bid 2& to show at least 3 &, I rebid 24 and we reached 6& easily (the worst
case was to stop at S& or even SNT, depending on the situation). The other table stopped at 3NT and we
won 10 IMP. East and West had 28 hcp jointly.

(5) Board 19

EW/S
& K7
v J1062
¢ J832
* KQ8
a4 Q6
v KQ8 v A9754
¢+ 109764 ¢ AKQ
% AJ105 % 742
& AJT98532
v3
v5
* 963

DI 4 & (PR AERME R, K Pass B I XORARPEN] S e fET— 5B K
JEET 4 & TR b S B e P, (R RS AT SE RIS T 4 o Ff e A A7 EA R AT LIS
10 38 PiE 57U PURTHERTE, ST SIMP.RIALHR T2 15 70 DAa FeileRs, rT DUALE] 10 £
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The South at each of the 2 tables opened 4, (I was South). At our table, West and North passed.
East balanced with a double and West bid 5 ¢ finally, only down 1. At the other table, our teammates
passed 44, which was just made. It is difficult to hand high-level pre-emption. It might be a matter
of luck to allow the opponents to play 44. As & A was on side, South could make 10 tricks. The East
and West at my table judged accurately and our team lost 8 IMP.  North and South had only 15 hcps

jointly but 10 tricks can be won with # as trump.

(6) Board 21
NS/N & J1073
v 54
¢ 7
% Q107643
& K98654 a Q2
v A97 v 10832
¢+ K643 ¢ Q10952
® -- ® KJ
oA
v KQIJ6
¢ AJ8
% A9852
Hf# Auction
w N E S
Pass Pass 1 &
1a Pass 2 ¢ (NF) 2w
Pass ?

FrACRIRRA 3 70, FREENURE, FE 2 R 54, LB AFRRL IR & BHEHPERECAT 11 3R HE, 208
[FIFRIHIZ 2 e (FIFRAT 4 5k VIRFFFRIFF ¢ HZ R —EHNEE T 16 ZRIAMRLERHR
BRI 4 a0 PU(E N ELENURE R RN G AR R TR R R AN 3 & (JL 3 3Re 2 5Rv JitiE 3
TR I 3 & ) B AR PN 3 & REEREEIR 3 o N (HIAMIEET 22 73,5 & ZHML S — 5T
F 6 & SEHAGER, - B, (AR R AR PR EC A a2 B AR E A -

North had only 3 heps.  Based on the bidding, South had 2 suits, at least 54 and must be good cards.
Your & matched Partner’s perfectly and you had 11 trump cards jointly. You could help Partner to win
2 vs (Partner had 4 ¥s) and ensure that Partner would only lose one ¢. As you had not bid after
opponent’s 14, if you bid 4, Partner would not expect you to have much strength as 4 players had bid.
In practice, Partner bid 3# (even if North had 3 &s, 2 ¥s and 3 hcps, he had to bid 3&). In the end,
West bid 3¢. Even 3¢ went down 2, we had 22 heps jointly and 5& was cold. At the other table, the
opponents bid 6& and went down. We were lucky and had not lost this board. However, I still

consider that if you have a perfect match with your partner’s suit, you should inform your partner.
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BERFANAERY 4 FRETAY 4o LR e FARFTIIUS HERA IR EGE HRFESAE S, BHRY
LS % FUE R GRS, GUEREIRE T % T2 2-0 730).

For this board, if North bid 4&, I would bid 4 ¢, North could only cuebid his singleton ¢ and the
contract would stop at 5S& without North’s other cuebids. Based on the distribution, 5 is the best and

luckiest contract. (I talked of luck because the distribution of opponents’ & was 2-0).

(7) Board 26
All/E & KQ7
v AJ92
+ K102
% A42
& 108652 a3
v K108763 v -
¢ Q5 + AJ9876
& -- % KJ10973
A AJ94
v Q54
¢ 43
% Q865
Hf# Auction
w N E S
1e Pass
le INT 2 & ?

B S E RIFREIFS R A A SR PEHE T 14 70, FUE] 4o 2 DU AN, BUAEB LA, R 7 L e B L
3NT fReh E R IRF R DOMS, PUEi 2 o AR HGE AL, CFE 3o 20U SN A AT, pass TE,
HA 24-26 KT AGEITFTERT A AN H IEE, B AR S B0 AN ] 5 BURF1
R A WIS IRA BN R RS RREEAE 26 JREMIIG e EADE MR
A5 SRa EHHIRT AL 24 5 346 BIAELURIY 34 GEE/E SNT 02 4 (A4 4 524 ).55R
[FEIFEDOY 44 55 & QIRE TUS L A 55—

RrERAEN A BN R PU e ERBENL 2w JCHY 2NT, AR R IUE] 3NT, 5 [« LAE] 10 BLATE S e
AL EEEAEML S e K2 4 3 S UT5E — KRS |

TRy e A CH 7 B B TR R LS R 4 iR e 2 5Re R e 10 RAG AL IRELFT e 1 AN
reR AR T EIFE T 4 FETEE A, IEERERBEN 1o RIS AT IR AL AN e
AN T

I sat South and I bid the worst of all. East and West had only 14 hcp. They would just win and not lose
by bidding 4¢. With hind sight, South should bid 3NT directly. In practice, I doubled and West
changed to 2 ¢ and was raised to 3¢. Ihad only a few options: (1) Pass. We had 24-26 hcps. How

could we let the opponents play a part-contract? (2) Double. I could not count 5 tricks (if I could
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count only 5 tricks but had no winning tricks in trump, there was no certainty to defeat the contract) (3)
Finally, I thought that I had already doubled 2& to show my strength in & and did not have 5 &s and so
could not bid 24 or 34, I could only bid 3# and let Partner to choose 3NT or 44 (if he had 4 &s).

The result was that my partner raised to 4#4. First lead ¢ Q, even if you could see 4 hands, you could
not make the contract. At the other table, East had not opened bid, West opened 2%, North bid 2NT
and 3NT was bid easily. First led &J and 10 tricks were won. If the first lead was a ¢, Declarer had
to read cards accurately - placed ¢ K, cashed 4 &s — this is the only entry, finessed ¥, then ¥A. 7
cards had been played. Watch the discards of East carefully. Make sure that East had 4 ¢s and 2 &s
remaining. Give ¢ 10 to East and you will make the contract. If East considers that North is an expert,
he should bid 4¢. I wrote this paragraph to show that East’s opening bid of 14 had more advantages

than disadvantages. Bridge friends who only count hcps would not open bid.

(8) "L HVZ A IR E Both tables had not bid slams
NS/E & 108
v KJ875
¢ Q9862
® 2
A 52 o
v Q10642 v 93
¢ AlO ¢ KJ7543
% AK63 % Q9874
& AKQJ97643
vA
.-
® J105
FMME 5N The bidding at our table:
W N E S
Pass 28
2v X Pass 44

Pass ?

F— ANEHC 4 o JEZA 10 (#58 CRERT 1-2 BLB1ATw K, BaR s HAE 55 e 204ty
Sa , (BANAAACRATN RFETILE] 64 1551 & R AP T280E Y &, IREEED A0HL
AE.6 & TEEL ELNLRERE, AR A RERIE.

South could bid 44 individually and should have 10 tricks. North could help 1-2 tricks, e.g., K and
singleton & were both 2" round controls. If North cuebid 5, (I would cuebid if I sat North), 64
could be reached. The contract would go down if the first lead was a 4. Players who sat West would
likely lead a & and you would succeed. If North is the Declarer, 64 is cold. However, no one knew

during the bidding.
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2011"Vanderbilt”
(=)

Observation and Comments (1)

AAE 3 F BT I 635 Vanderbile™ B, K 563 Ik SRS T 405 2 1 TR U R PP B B R/ B,

A HF 2 AR TR EN R 2 BB T
Many world-class players took part in “Vanderbilt” Cup of North America in March 2011. 1

have gained a lot of experience from the competition and many boards have given me a deep

impression, which I would describe below.

(—) AUttt A e EE Nickell Team 7F 8 i 4 [¥) bbb 3% B048 1) 7ol ¥ Fleisher team ¥4 /]/1( lJJ EIFACN,
BE AT IR AE SRR RO R T 4% 10 BN J AR 21 3:53, 2 NBELAES 55 8 B AR AR AR,
ST SR AN S B

The former Champion Nickell team was knocked out by the final Champion Fleisher team in the 4
out of 8 competition. It might be due to age and insufficient energy at the end. Nickell team led

at the beginning but lost 3:53 in the last 10 boards. It was incredible. Please watch the following

boards to see if it was due to lack of luck or wrong judgement.

()Board 55 All/S

RV, You are West, holding:

a 1042
v AJ10
¢ QJ102
& 863
HE B OYH Auction W N E S
Pass
Pass le lv 1 &

2v 4 & All Pass
PRI 5 15, i M T il RE T 5] v A BREE i e e KE R
AT F 9] @ QasefE:, nI i Zia ARV IRE, 1 5 DR IR, 2R 25 15 200 B AL ke AR,
AR 209, BT W AN AL T SE R L AT SUR Iz A e ), T LA 5 DI . 55—
SR 5] e Q FrU BRI

What would you lead? If you are an ordinary player, you may lead v A. The
weakness is that it may save South’s K. For experts, the best lead is ¢ Q.

However, Zia sat West, led a trump and lost the tempo. Perhaps, he considered
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the opponents had insufficient strength and had to rely on shape and cross-ruff
to make the contract and so he led a trump. ¢ Q was led at the other table.

Tempo was gained and the contract went down 1.

VUS4 The four hands were:

& AK96
vQ
+ A976.
* QJ105
& 1042 a7
v AJ10 v K98652
¢ QJ102 ¢ 85
& 863 % AK74
& QJ853
v 743
¢ K43
® 92
(2) Board 62 Nil/E
453 & AJ10976
v7 v KIJ5
¢ QJ53 ¢ AK6
% AJ10942 % K

1B P, G RAE Y, — S A R 4T 48 TR 0 10, @ A B
Hel] FvQ, =t He It & 23507, 0] & 8 /8 HH—5R, AL % & Hamman,,
T8 TR S 35 08 KA Ao B AR I & J2 KQ4, W R A 1E g T /R8O8R —
SRAS— KR WURAAE L, a3 e BRI T g 2 B9k K 5 QAR H /N4 v i

[l o 5t T — K% IR RBH & A T — Jbr

These were the hands of East and West. North and South had not interrupted in
the bidding. East became the declarer of 44 at both tables. The first leads were
both ¢ 10 and won by ¢ A. The 2™ round of trick was ¥J and South ¥Q. The
3" round of trick was another ¢ and North ruffed with #2 and returned #8. Which
card would your play? The one who sat East was Hamman. This card was very
important. It forced Declarer to decide early the where about of the unseen #s:
KQ4. If all of them were with South, it did not matter which card to place. If
they were with North, you would be home if you placed aJ, If South had a
singleton K or Q, you placed small to give to South, then the contract would go
down 1 on areturn of ¢. East considered for a long time and placed 4 A, down 1.

North’s cards were:
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& KQ82

v 10984
¢ 7
% 8763
(3)Board 61 All/N
M Auction W N E S
Pass 1a Pass
INT Pass 28 Pass
2NT Pass 3NT All Pass
SEEDTIZKM Let’s see the 4 hands:
o A84
v KQ1032
¢ 953
% J10
s KQ & J10975
v A%4 v J75
¢+ Q874 ¢ AK
% 8753 * KQ4
A 632
v 86
¢ J1062
% A964

B 51w Q,(E3K unblock), A4 Pt Zia, 55— 3 w A AT IR AR5 —I54¢
Frfithe o, b tte KA 2w TGAGES 9 IS QAT AN AR 1, b iy 55
v PREH 3 e 2l AETERI S 2 bk AR E v K v B A 4
R, v KgIER M e, 7ER L7730 5 BT IR0 9 A A IE Bl
AERFF M AR R ZSE AT A FIREAE O, hRIEE 3 & K MG b2
BT, AL AN,

SRR T EARAIH v I AREARE D — BT AE INT .

The first lead was ¥ Q (asking for unblock). The one who sat West was Zia and he
won with ¥ A.  You would not expect that Zia would still play ¥9 from his hand
for the 2™ round of tricks. North won with ¥K because #J was not the 9" trick and
3NT could no longer be made. If North has 5 s, you have to lose 3 ¥s and to 2
Aces, It was in fact the reality. North won with ¥K and then played another ¥.
Even if North has only 4 ¥s, he wins with ¥K and shifts to &, you cannot win 9
tricks before South and North get their 5 tricks. As North only holds an Ace, you
only lead the suit which North has the Ace, i.e. lead aK for the 2" round of trick,

then you can make your contract no matter North ducks or not. How can you play
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a v for the 2" round of trick? No one can imagine that the 2™ table stopped at

INT and went up 2.

(4)Board 64 JZ B — L i 2 /D, AANIEAG Fleisher PR [ H¥ e
Board 64 was the last board. The quantum of lost scores would only add another

glory to Fleisher team.

EW/W & 106
v 8743
¢ KJ5
% AK63
& AKJ95 A 32
v A95 v KQ2
¢ 1082 ¢ AQ3
* Q4 & J10852
& Q874
v J106
¢ 9764
® 97
Meckstroth A [b 5 0L Jif
Meckstroth sat North and the auction was as follows:
W N E S
1a X XX Pass
Pass 28 X All Pass

A5 LE Ao R 7, i 10IMP.

The result was down 5. Even non-vulnerable, they lost 10 IMP.

() REEBRAE T ISR R SR ARG AR A BTG TE T S8 01 2w B

The 2 teams bid grand slam even though they lacked the Ace of trump in the final

competition.
Board 56 Nil/W
& AKQ75
v K5
¢ J654
% AlO
s 10964 & J832
v J62 v 10873
¢ A2 ¢ 109
% 9854 ®J72
A -
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v AQY4

¢ KQS873
% KQ63
i st w N E S
Pass 1a Pass 2¢
Pass 4e Pass SNT
Pass 6% Pass Te
X All Pass

| Ahe s

BRI FEROA [ /)N S E AR R R R R A RO AN R S
The biddings of both teams were more or less the same. They did not check the quality of

the trump suit and bid grand slam without the Ace of trump. Isn’t it ridiculous?
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&)
Road to Success

FEVKE — KT EEFE P AT 17 $HETAE FHE M 2] 6w (GLEHRA NS 4v LR 11 30 J 1 5 BHEF
A (A 1R DY SR L el Al R e 258 12 4802 %)

In a big competition held in Iceland, 17 pairs of players bid 6% (others bid 4% and won 11 tricks) for the
following board and only 5 pairs made the contract (I’ll let you see the 4 hands. Try to find the road to the
12" trick):

PUE 5 DR, B 5 DU SR (A R A2 K 553 F- Jorgensen)
West first led a trump. I’ll write down the 4 hands: (Iceland’s player Jorgensen sat South)
EW/N

& A876

v AQ82:

¢ A

% J532
492 & J1053
v 1073 v 95
¢ 98752 ¢ K643
% Q74 % K106

& KQ4

v KJ6o4

¢ QJ10

% A98

HoAp %Y ~:  The auction at the table was as follows:

Y N E S
1 & Pass le
Pass 3e Pass 3a 3¢ :splinter
Pass 4e X 4NT 3a:Cue bid
Pass Se Pass 6w 4 ¢ :first round control
All Pass 5¢:0-3 key cards

ARTE ABOHE, 26— I T e Q.50 i+ 2 ik 4 6, # 8, % Q.
South declared and he playedvQ from Dummy. Declarer then played %2, followed by %6, %8 and & Q.

U DA BRI T LA e A, 0K & v AT e BAREAT « A T F =R
JoIKs
It did not matter which card was played for the 3" round of trick. Declarer could win with ¢ A, 2 asor v

to return to hand to trump ¢ twice, and finally return to hand with %A. The 3 remaining cards were:
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s A8

v-
.-
®J
.- aJ10
v- v-
+ 98 ¢ -
7 «» K
a4
v6
.-
*9

TGt w 6, B, 50 G 4. LB AE 1 5 DR, IR M — B R s e —30A 6 S0REREL 1 350e 1 83
w33 @RI s 0T 33 A, BT —(E L B R 4 R e 10— 5 I AR R R T
AR TREMOME S B AT 4 0k & 5 iR Ml e AT L BAREE R — AT & Rl 25 244
AL =R T AR PTG e, PR U e 10,8 BRI X GRS LUZIY
17 % QALZIMA W REM AR S, SR InIA T 5 IBHUR T 5 £ i & Rrisi 2 3 Ea 10,85
HEZ UK.

Declarer played ¥6, East was squeezed and the contract was made. In fact, after the 1* lead of trump,
you can count the number of winning tricks: ruff 2 ¢s - a total of 6 trump tricks, 1 ¢, 1 & and 3 &s.
One more trick is required. You can hope for the distribution of # is 33.  Expert players can increase
the chance, i.e., if the opponent who has 4 #s also has to guard &, then this will give you an additional
chance, e.g., East holds 4 #s and 5 &s. No matter what his &s are, East has to guard the 2 suits - &
and & at the end- and he will be squeezed. However, West has 3 &s to help in guarding &. The
method is for East to place & 10 for the 2" round of trick. In this way, no matter Declarer ducks of not,
West can win with %Q and Declarer cannot squeeze East and the contract will not be made. For this
board, the defending side was negligent in not placing & 10 for the 2™ round of trick and allowed

Declarer to make the contract.

& /I, AF Vanderbilt HC A b 5 ) Fleisher [E, 57 5F Gt AR
Let’s see another board for which the Champion Fleisher Team made defending errors in the Vanderbilt

Competition held in this year:

Board 39

& AK7

v AJ104

+ Q97

® A32
s J83 & Q654
v 6 v Q983
+ J1063 ¢ AS85
» KQ864 ® 95
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& 1092

v K752

+ K42

* J107
Hole 3HFR 7B R — L 4 Hle Pi#a 4, % 6, 4 3B FIHFH o 10,/KKH o 10,1, A, 6.
The 1* lead by East was v3, Dummy placed v7 and helped Declarer win a trick. Declarer then played
another 3 rounds of v, West discarded %4, %6 and a3. For the 5" round of trick, Declarer played 410
from Dummy, followed by & J, A and 6.
AN« 3,5, 0, K F 7 5k

The 6" round of tricks: - & 3,5,J and K. The remaining 7 cards were:

s K7

v -

+ Q97

® A2
a8 s Q54
v - v -
+ J1063 + A85
* Q8 *9

s 92

v--

+ K42

* 107

AL J Weinstein SE— NAER MM 1o 8 FIM INTER 18-194r, «  Flv ,—3L2 05 ( B4 550,
o A FREN KIBEZA Q.M —ike, %0 9 L Flkke iy AR C 4 9 L HIEF T 215
SRR CARTE 2 A RE e e MIERRAETIRAES AT o O FT LA o SRR, ETBH L o ik
FIL o 9 FTHGE ) H A K WAL AEYE VUL T2 & A FEER & K & 8 PO ECIE BN T 0
RERE S A BN BB DR B 3 Ok & AR 76 1 A1), B A HE IS LE RIS ?

ERIEE S & mie FLR e FHARERSALEE L v 9, v 8 LS MAKY 9 B B <7 5 LB 2

IRCR SR TAE— I $E RS IR0 A4 RE AT

The one who sat West was Weinstein. Let’s count Declarer’s cards - after biding 1+, he rebid INT —
he should have 18-19 hcps, with & and ¥ having 9 hep, (he has won 5 tricks), for &, he played A and he
had K, he should not have Q, else he could win 9 tricks by playing a . Similarly, he should not have

¢ A, else he would have 9 tricks already. With so much information, you should know which card to
play. Obviously, you should not play a &. The danger of playing a ¢ was the Declarer had ¢9. So it
was safest to play a 4. In practice, West played a ¢ , Declarer placed ¢9 and made the contract. In
fact, if Declarer could read West’s cards clearly, cashed # A and aK, then played a & and West would
be thrown in. If West wanted to avoid to be thrown in, he should retain 34s and discard a ¢. Based on
the 1** few rounds of tricks played, can you read the cards accurately? If the 1* lead is a # or & or
even a ¢, the contract cannot be made. Even the first lead is ¥9 or ¥ 8, Declarer cannot have 9 tricks.
The defending side has to make mistakes twice (it is rare for expert players to make mistakes twice in a

board) before the contract can be made.
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Schedule

Apr - May 2011

ue Public Holiday

Mariner Main
Hall

12 TueTeam of Six-Session (2) Kelvin Yim

22 Fri Public Holiday N/A --—-TBC ---
Mariner

30 Sat Open League-Quarter Final Conference Kelvin Yim
Room

Mariner

14 Sat Open League: Semi-Final Conference Kelvin Yim

Room

Mariner
Conference
Room

17 Tue/Open IMP Pairs - S. (1) Kelvin Yim

at Edward Chok - Swiss Team S. (1) & Mariner Main
(2) Hall

21 S Kelvin Yim
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