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World Championship Book 2015 (Chennai) 
 
I have a small supply of the 2015 World Champion-
ship book for sale at the tournament. The price is 
HK$200. You can have a 10% discount off that 
price (HK$180) if at the time you buy it you also 
give me a good hand from one of your matches for 
the Daily Bulletin. I can be found in the Champion-
ship Office in Basement 2. 
 
Brian Senior 

Bulletin 3 (29 July 2016) 
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Today’s Programme  

Time 時間 Event 項目 

09:15– 10:45 Qualifying Round 10 

公開組／女子組／青年組初賽第十圈 

11:00– 12:30 Qualifying Round 11 

公開組／女子組／青年組初賽第十一圈 

12:30– 13:00 Open/Youth Teams Captains Meeting 

公開組/青年組隊長會議  

Shenzhen Nanguang Power Ladies Team Captains Meeting 

深圳南港動力女子組隊長會議  

14:00– 16:15 Open QF/Ladies SF/Youth SF Segment 1 

公開組半準決賽/女子組準決賽/青年組準決賽第一節 

16:20– 18:35 Open QF/Ladies SF/Youth SF Segment 2 

公開組半準決賽/女子組準決賽/青年組準決賽第二節 

19:30– 24:00 San Miguel “Happy Hour” Continuous Pairs (Restricted to players 18 years of age or older)  

生力啤"歡樂時光"連續式雙人賽  

(Walk-in registration closes at 19:00) 

Equipment and Souvenir Items for Sale 

Item Purchase Date Quantity Unit Cost Selling price per 

unit 

Lenovo E10-30 2015 2 HK$2,900.00 HK$900.00 

Samsung NP270E5J-X01 (Intel Core i5 
1.6GHz) 15.6" 

2014 1 - HK$1,500 

Lenovo S210 59-399792 (Intel Celeron 
1.60GHz) 11.6" 

2014 5 HK$3,200 HK$800 

Lenovo SC360 57-324241 (Intel Dual Core 
2.6GHz) - All-in-one 

2014 1 HK$6,648 HK$1,800 

Samsung AMD Before 2013 2 - HK$700 

Samsung i7 Before 2013 1 - HK$1,200 

Computer Locks 2014 9 - HK$20 

Bidding Box (Sets of 4) with slightly used inserts - 195 - HK$80 

Boards (Sets of 32) with/without slightly used 
cards 

- - - HK$400 

New playing cards (per deck) - 7920 - HK$5 

Inter-City T-shirt - - - HK$60 

Please order at the Championship Office (Forum II, B2)  

and collect on or before the afternoon of 31 July 2016 
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Scheduled Matches 

Hong Kong Inter-city Bridge Championship 2016 
President’s Cup Youth Team Championship 
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Open Qualifying Round 5 – Guangzhou Pearl 

River v Sydney Allstars 

 

At the end of day one, China's Guangzhou Pearl 

River led Group D from Sydney Allstars of Austra-

lia. What better match to see on BBO for the first 

match of day two? 

 

The match started with a thin 3NT, bid and made by 

the Sydney N/S pair of Avi Kanetkar and Bruce Neil 

for +400, while their team-mates, Pauline Gumby 

and Warren Lazar were making 3[+1 in the other 

room for an 11 IMP swing to Sydney Allstars (BBO 

was not quite up to speed so early in the morning 

so we don't have all the details). On Board 2 it was 

the turn of the Chinese N/S to get to a thin game. 

 

Board 2. Dealer East. N/S Vul. 

 

   [ K 8 7 6 5 2 

   ] 6 

   { A 6 2 

   } A K 3 

 

[ Q J 4    [ 10 3 

] K 10 9 5 4 2   ] Q 3 

{ Q     { K 10 8 7 5 4 

} Q J 9    } 7 6 2 

    

   [ A 9 

   ] A J 8 7 

   { J 9 3 

   } 10 8 5 4 

 

GY Zhang had an awkward rebid over Junshan Ma's 

1NT response to the overcall. He had the all-round 

strength to invite game but that meant making a 

jump rebid in a rather empty suit. Well, Zhang went 

for the bid that showed his strength without worry-

ing about the lack of trump quality and duly caught a 

raise from his partner.  

 

Gumby found the best lead of the queen of hearts, 

attacking dummy's entries, but Zhang simply won 

the ace and played three rounds of clubs to establish 

the thirteenth card in dummy. He could win the dia-

mond switch with the ace and draw two rounds of 

trumps ending in dummy. The ten of clubs took care 

of a diamond loser so there was no need to take 

advantage of the very fortunate diamond position; 

10 tricks for +620. 

 

ZhiWei Ma's 2] rebid gave Kanetkar an easy option 

at the other table and he took advantage of this by 

doubling to express his extra values. However, hav-

ing already shown extras and expecting heart wast-

age in the dummy, he did not feel it right to go on 

over Neil's 2[ response to the double.  

 

Again, the lead was the queen of hearts. Kanetkar 

won the ace and played three rounds of clubs and 

Zhiwei won and tried to cash the king of hearts. Ka-

netkar ruffed and played king of spades then a spade 

to the ace and could take one pitch on the jack of 

hearts and a second on the }10. With no diamond 

loser he came to 11 tricks for +200 but 9 IMPs to 

Guangzhou. 

 

The all-action start to the day continued on the 

next deal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

West North East South 

Lazar Zhang Gumby Junshan 

– – Pass Pass 

1] 1[ Pass 1NT 

Pass 3[ Pass 4[ 

All Pass    

West North East South 

ZhiWei Kanetkar Gumby Junshan 

– – Pass Pass 

1] 1[ Pass 1NT 

2] Dble Pass 2[ 

All Pass    
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Board 3. Dealer South. E/W Vul. 

 

   [ J 4 

   ] 9 7 5 

   { K Q 10 6 2 

   } K 7 2 

 

[ A 10 9 8 2   [ Q 6 5 

] K 10 8 3 2   ] A J 

{ 4     { 9 7 5 

} J 3     } 9 8 6 5 4 

 

   [ K 7 3 

   ] Q 6 4 

   { A J 8 3 

   } A Q 10 

 

 

Neil's 1NT opening kept Zhiwei out of the auction, 

though I can think of a number of players who 

would have come into the auction with that West 

hand, even when vulnerable, and Kanetkar jumped 

to 3NT.  

 

Which major would you lead from the West hand? I 

can't tell you what is theoretically correct, but I can 

tell you that Zhiwei's choice of a low heart was a big 

winner. Yang won the ace and returned the jack 

and, though Neil ducked, ZhiWei followed with a 

suit-preference ten, leaving Yang in no doubt where 

his outside entry lay; down two for –100. 

 

Junshan Ma opened a strong 1} and Lazar over-

called to show the majors. When Junshan rebid 

2NT over Gumby's competitive double, Zhang went 

on to game.  

 

Again, what major should West lead on this differ-

ent auction? Lazar went for the stronger one, the 

nine of spades. This was covered all around and Ma 

had nine tricks for +400 and 11 IMPs to Guangzhou. 

Sydney Allstars picked up 3 IMPs for an extra un-

dertrick in yet another thin game on Board 4 and 2 

more in the same fashion on Board 6 so trailed by 

16-20 at the midpoint in the match. 

 

Board 8. Dealer West. None Vul. 

 

   [ K 5 4 

   ] K Q J 7 2 

   { 9 6 3 

   } 6 2 

 

[ A Q 10 8 7   [ J 3 

] 10 9     ] A 4 

{ 10 4     { A K J 7 5 2 

} A 9 8 4    } K Q J 

 

   [ 9 6 2 

   ] 8 6 5 3 

   { Q 8 

   } 10 7 5 3 

 

ZhiWei opened the West 10-count, protected by 

the limited nature of his opening (up to 15), and 

Yang drove to slam once his partner admitted to 

some diamond tolerance.  

 

Neil led the three of clubs to declarer's king and 

Yang cashed the top diamonds. The fall of the queen 

meant that he could draw the last trump then take 

the spade finesse and, though the king was offside, 

West North East South 

Lazar Zhang Gumby Junshan 

– – – 1} 

2} 2{ Dble 2NT 

Pass 3NT  All Pass  

West North East South 

ZhiWei Kanetkar Yang Neil 

– – – 1NT 

Pass 3NT All Pass  

West North East South 

Lazar Zhang Gumby Junshan 

Pass  Pass 1{ Pass 

1[ 2] 3NT  All Pass 

West North East South 

ZhiWei Kanetkar Yang  Neil 

1[ Pass 2{ Pass 

3} Pass 3] Pass 

3[ Pass 4{ Pass 

5{ Pass 6{ All Pass 
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he had 12 tricks for +920. 

 

Does that trump play look right to you? We have to 

give credit where credit is due, so well done Yang, 

but I would have thought that to lead the jack of 

spades to dummy's queen, intending to take the dia-

mond finesse, was a better bet. If there is a spade 

loser, diamonds will have to come in without loss, 

while if there is no spade loser declarer can afford 

to lose one diamond trick but not two. Yang's line 

goes down with the [K onside and diamonds four-

one, quite apart from the fact that {Qxx onside is 

more likely than {Qx offside. Against that, I suppose 

that his line gains when there is a club ruff our if he 

doesn't cash the top diamonds. 

 

In the other room, Lazar did not open the West 

hand and slam was never a consideration. Gumby 

declared 3NT on a heart lead, which she ducked. 

She won the continuation and went for the combi-

nation play of cashing the top diamonds, intending 

to fall back on the spade finesse if the queen did not 

fall. When it did fall, she had the rest for 12 tricks 

and +490 but 10 IMPs to Guangzhou. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Board 10. Dealer East. All Vul. 

 

   [ K J 10 3 

   ] K 7 3 2 

   { Q J 6 

   } 7 5 

 

[ A     [ Q 7 5 2 

] A Q 9 5 4   ] J 10 

{ A 9 8 4    { K 10 7 3 2 

} A 9 2    } 4 3 

 

   [ 9 8 6 4 

   ] 8 6 

   { 5 

   } K Q J 10 8 6 

 

     

Kanetkar picked up 3 IMPs for his side with a sharp 

double of a freely bid game. He had seen his partner 

make a vulnerable two-level overcall and knew that 

he was sitting over a strong club holding two major-

suit kings, plus he was almost guaranteed to have a 

trump trick. Right he was, as his club lead set up a 

winner there and the losing heart finesse meant a 

second side-suit winner for the defence for down 

one and –200. 

 

In the other room Junshan Ma had made a weak 

jump overcall of the natural auction and Zhang did 

not find the double. Five Diamonds was still down 

one after the automatic club lead, but that was only 

–100 so Sydney Allstars had a modest pick-up. 

 

West North East South 

Lazar Zhang Gumby Junshan 

– – Pass Pass 

1] Pass 1[ 3} 

3{ Pass 5{ All Pass 

West North East South 

ZhiWei Kanetkar Yang  Neil 

– – Pass Pass 

1} Pass 1{ 2} 

2] Pass 3{ Pass 

5{ Dble  All Pass  
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Board 11. Dealer South. None Vul. 

 

   [ Q 9 

   ] A J 10 7 6 

   { 8 

   } A K 9 6 5 

 

[ 7 6 2    [ 10 8 4 3 

] 9 4     ] Q 5 3 

{ Q 5 4 3    { K 9 7 6 

} 8 4 3 2    } 10 7 

 

   [ A K J 5 

   ] K 8 2 

   { A J 10 2 

   } Q J 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Neil showed a balanced 18-19 then admitted to hav-

ing heart support. Kanetkar asked about key cards 

then about the trump queen and settled for the 

small slam. Winning the spade lead he played hearts 

from the top and had 12 tricks for +980. 

 

Junshan Ma opened with a strong club then agreed 

hearts and Zhang simply took control with Keycard, 

not worrying about a possible third-round club 

loser. Junshan showed three key cards so Zhang 

asked about the trump queen and it looks as though 

there was a misunderstanding because Junshan now 

bid the grand slam when not holding it. 

 

Gumby led the ten of clubs and Zhang promptly 

won the queen and led a heart to his ace then ran 

the jack on the way back. I thought the old theory 

that one should always lead a trump against a grand 

slam so that a non-trump lead marks the opening 

leader with either a void or the queen was no 

longer considered to be a sound one, but perhaps it 

is still valid where the opposition appear to have 

promised possession of the queen – as had South in 

this auction. Clearly that is how Zhang thought, as 

he went against the pure odds play to land his con-

tract and pick up 11 IMPs for his side when getting 

the trumps wrong would have cost 14. 

 

This board clinched the match for Guangzhou Pearl 

River, who won by 43-20 IMPs, 16.18-3.82 VPs, con-

solidating their position at the head of their qualify-

ing group. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

West North East South 

Lazar Zhang Gumby Junshan 

– – – 1} 

Pass 1] Pass 2] 

Pass 4NT  Pass 5{ 

Pass 5[ Pass 7] 

All Pass    

West North East South 

ZhiWei Kanetkar Yang  Neil 

– – – 1{ 

Pass 1] Pass 2NT 

Pass 3} Pass 3] 

Pass 4[ Pass 4NT 

Pass 5} Pass 5] 

Pass 6] All Pass  
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Open Qualifying Round 6 – Nanguang 

Power v Simple 
 

Nanguang Power (China) led Group C after five 

rounds while Simple (Singapore) lay fifth. The first 

swing went the way of Simple. 

 

Board 17. Dealer North. None Vul. 

 

   [ A K J 9 3 2 

   ] Q 

   { Q 9 7 5 

   } 7 6 

 

[ Q 8 6 5    [ 7 

] 7 6 5 4    ] A 3 2 

{ A 8     { J 10 6 4 3 2 

} 10 3 2    } A Q J 

 

   [ 10 4 

   ] K J 10 9 8 

   { K 

   } K 9 8 5 4 

For Simple, Lam Cheng Yen made a negative double, 

while Nanguang Power's Jiaxing Shen preferred to 

bid his hearts. Both, however, followed up with an 

invitational raise to 3[, quite an aggressive action 

given the dubious value of the bare king of dia-

monds. North also had to look at his diamond hold-

ing and, seeing difficulty in getting rid of queen to 

four with West having the potential to over-ruff 

dummy, Tan Wei Seng judged to decline the invita-

tion. At the other table, Shenghong Chen took the 

opposing view and went on to 4[. 

Xiao Shi led the jack of diamonds against 3[. Xinli 

Gan won the ace and switched to a trump, Seng ris-

ing with the ace and playing the queen of hearts. Shi 

ducked that so Seng switched his attention to dia-

monds, ruffing the seven in dummy then ruffing a 

heart back to hand to play king then jack of spades. 

Gan won that and returned a heart and, after a little 

thought, Seng ruffed, seeing the ace fall on his left. 

He drew the outstanding trump then led a club to-

wards the king and had ten tricks for +170. 

 

Kelvin Ng led a low diamond against 4[ and Paul 

Tan too won and switched to a trump. I incline to 

the view that, off three aces, declarer should take 

his best shot in the trump suit and run the spade 

switch to dummy's ten, as queen to three or four 

onside is more likely than dropping a short queen 

offside. Had he done so, Chen could have picked up 

the spades without loss then played the queen of 

hearts. However, having led a low diamond at trick 

one, Ng could have won the ]A and played the {J 

to set up a fourth defensive trick before declarer 

could get to the heart winners. All that proved to 

be academic as Chen actually rose with the [A and 

played the heart ace. Ng won and cashed the }A 

and the [Q was the setting trick; down one for –50 

and 6 IMPs to Simple. 

 

 

 

Board 21. Dealer North. N/S Vul. 

 

   [ A Q 9 

   ] 9 7 5 2 

   { A 2 

   } A K 10 7 

 

[ 10 4     [ K J 8 7 3 

] A K 10 6 3   ] 8 

{ Q J     { 9 8 7 5 4 

} J 8 4 2    } 6 5 

 

   [ 6 5 2 

   ] Q J 4 

   { K 10 6 3 

   } Q 9 3 

 

 

 

 

 

West North East South 

Tan Chen Ng Shen 

– 1[ 2{ 2] 

Pass 2[ Pass 3[ 

Pass 4[ All Pass  

West North East South 

Gan Seng Shi Yen 

– 1[ 2{ Dble 

Pass 2[ Pass 3[ 

All Pass    
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king of spades was still on  his left, knew to drop the 

second diamond honour at trick 12 and claim his 

overtrick; +630 and 12 IMPs to Nanguang. 

 

Board 23. Dealer South. All Vul. 

 

   [ 9 8 3 2 

   ] Q J 8 7 2 

   { 7 2 

   } 8 3 

[ K Q 4 `   [ J 10 5 

] 9 3     ] – 

{ A J 9 5    { Q 10 8 4 3 

} K 9 5 2    } A J 10 7 4 

 

   [ A 7 6 

   ] A K 10 6 5 4 

   { K 6 

   } Q 6 

 

     

Yen opened a natural 1], enabling Seng to make a 

big pre-emptive raise over the take-out double. 

Four Hearts did not inconvenience Shi at all as he 

could bid 4NT to show a minor two-suiter and 

might well have done so even after a lower heart 

raise on his right. If Yen was right to bid 5] now on 

a hand with several potential losers, then Seng was 

wrong to bid 4], and a regular pairing should know 

each others style and expectations sufficiently well 

to avoid bids that offer such an easy 1100 to the 

opposition. For me, Yen was far too balanced to go 

on to the five level, but it does depend to some de-

gree on what he had a right to expect from partner. 

Seng opened 1NT and Yen did not try for game so 

Gan balanced with 2] and, not liking the look of 

that, Shi introduced his own suit, spades. Now Yen 

doubled for take-out and Seng responded 3}, 

where he played. 

 

Shi led his singleton heart to the queen and king and 

Gan switched to the ten of spades for the queen 

and king. Shi in turn switched to a trump round to 

declarer's ten and Seng drew the rest of the trumps 

then led a heart to the jack and ace. He won the 

spade return and crossed to the king of diamonds to 

lead a heart towards his hand. That blocked the dia-

monds so he could no longer take advantage of the 

queen-jack doubleton so there was a spade to lose 

at the end for down one and –100. Blocking the dia-

monds was unnecessary, of course. The {8 went at 

trick one so Seng should have been in a position to 

lead the third round from hand. 

 

Chen opened a strong club at the other table and 

Ng traded on the favourable vulnerability to overcall 

2[. However, with 8 HCP facing a strong club, Shen 

was not going to stop short of game so doubled 

then raised the 2NT response to game.  

 

Nine tricks cannot be prevented if declarer reads 

the hand correctly but Ng's decision to lead a spade 

made life very easy. Chen won the queen and led a 

heart to the queen and ace, won the spade return 

and played on clubs, finessing the ten on the third 

round so having four tricks in the suit. Next he led a 

second heart to the jack and king and Gan played 

ten and another heart. Chen won the fourth heart, 

cashed the ace of diamonds and, knowing that the 

West North East South 

Tan Chen Ng Shen 

– 1} 2[ Dble 

Pass 2NT Pass 3NT 

All Pass    

West North East South 

Gan Seng  Shi Yen 

– 1NT Pass Pass 

2] Pass 2[ Dble 

Pass 3} All Pass  

West North East  South 

Tan Chen Ng Shen 

– – – 1} 

Pass 1{ 1NT 2] 

2NT 4] 5} Dble 

All Pass    

West North East South 

Gan Seng Shi Yen 

– – – 1] 

Dble 4] 4NT 5] 

Pass Pass Dble  All Pass 
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When 5] came back to Shi he doubled and that 

ended the auction. A club lead and diamond switch 

saw the defence collect two tricks in each side-suit 

for down four; –1100. 

 

That proved to be a far less serious adverse swing 

than it might have been for Simple. In the other 

room, Shen opened a strong club and Ng overcalled 

1NT to show the minors after Chen's negative       

1{ response. The Nanguang pair found the heart fit 

and bid up to game but Tan had shown interest in 

both minors so Ng, with extra playing strength over 

what he had shown initially, felt justified in 'saving' in 

5}. That was doubled by Shi, who didn't really have 

the defence to justify it, and the same friendly lie of 

the cards that had provided E/W with 1100 at the 

other table provided 12 tricks and +950 in this one. 

The swing, therefore, was just 4 IMPs to Nanguang, 

a mere pinprick from Simple's perspective. 

 

On Board 24, Seng/Yen did well to bid a low point-

count 5{ which rolled in with an overtrick while 

diamonds were not even mentioned at the other 

table as Shen/Chen stopped in 3}. That earned Sim-

ple a 7 IMP swing. 

 

Board 25. Dealer North. E/W Vul. 

 

   [ A 6 

   ] 8 7 4 

   { K J 9 6 4 

   } A J 10 

 

[ 5 2     [ K Q 10 

] J 10 9 5 3    ] A Q 2 

{ 8 7 2    { A Q 10 5 3 

} 8 6 4    } Q 5 

 

   [ J 9 8 7 4 3 

   ] K 6 

   { – 

   } K 9 7 3 2 

 

 

 

Chen opened a Precision 1{ and rebid 1NT, up to 

14, while Shen simply bid and rebid his spades. Tan 

led the jack of hearts, Ng putting in the queen to 

keep open communications with his partner as de-

clarer won the king. Shen cashed the ace of spades 

then led a club to the ace and a second club. When 

the queen appeared he won the king and played a 

second round of spades and had 10 tricks for +170. 

Seng opened a weak no trump and was doubled. 

Yen ran to 2}, fully expecting to have future oppor-

tunities to introduce the spades. Right he was and 

he bid 2[ at his next turn when 2} was doubled 

then competed to 3[ over Shi's 3{. I suspect a BBO 

glitch now as North's supposed 4] bid makes no 

sense at all. Anyway, the upshot of all this was that 

Yen declared 4[ doubled. 

 

The lead was again the jack of hearts. Shi won the 

ace and returned the queen to Yen's king. Yen 

played ace and another spade so Shi won and 

cashed his second spade trick then exited with the 

two of hearts. Yen ruffed that and it was all down to 

the club guess. It is a guess, but declarer had seen 

East turn up with three cards in each major and he 

had shown long diamonds during the auction. 

Though East had also shown the bulk of the E/W 

strength during the auction, it was quite possible 

that he had a singleton club. Accordingly, Yen led a 

club to the ten and was one down when that lost to 

the queen; –100 and 7 IMPs to Nanguang instead of 

+590 and 9 IMPs to Simple. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

West North East South 

Tan Chen Ng Shen 

– 1{ Dble  1[ 

Pass 1NT Dble 2[ 

All Pass    

West North East South 

Gan Seng Shi Yen 

– 1NT  Dble  2} 

Pass Pass Dble 2[ 

Pass Pass 3{ 3[ 

Pass 4] Dble 4[ 

Pass Pass Dble All Pass 
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Board 26. Dealer East. All Vul. 

 

   [ A K Q J 8 

   ] 9 6 

   { J 8 7 4 

   } J 8 

 

[ 9 7 3 2    [ 6 5 

] 5 4     ] A K Q 10 7 3 

{ A K 6 3    { Q 

} 10 9 3    } Q 7 6 2 

   [ 10 4 

   ] J 8 2 

   { 10 9 5 2 

   } A K 5 4 

 

Two simple auctions saw both Norths prepared to 

go quietly rather than compete in a suit bid on their 

right. No doubt the vulnerability had something to 

do with that. 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Both Souths led the ten of spades and both Norths 

overtook and cashed a second spade. Chen now 

continued with a third spade but this proved not to 

be good enough, though it did achieve its initial goal 

of promoting a trump trick for South. Ng ruffed 

with the queen then cashed the ace and king of 

trumps. He continued with the queen of diamonds 

followed by a third trump to the jack and Shen was 

endplayed. Seeing that to play a diamond would give 

declarer access to two winners which he could not 

otherwise reach, Shen tried a low club instead. That 

went to the ten, jack and queen, and the subsequent 

fall of the }8 meant that Ng had an eighth trick for 

a nicely played +110. 

 

Seng found the killing defence. After cashing the sec-

ond spade he switched to the jack of clubs and only 

after he had ruffed the third club did he play the 

third spade to promote the jack of hearts into the 

setting trick. That was down one for –100 and 5 

IMPs to Simple. 

 

Nanguang Power won the match by 27-23 IMPs, 

11.38-8.62 VPs, and they continued to head the 

group. 

 

West North East South 

Tan Chen Ng Shen 

Gan Seng Shi Yen 

– – 1] Pass 

1[ Pass 2] All Pass 
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Open Qualifying Round 7 – Zen v Ishidaya 

 

Two Hong Kong teams met in Round 7 of Group A. 

Going into the match, Zen was very much in con-

tention in third place in the group, while Ishidaya 

looked dead and buried over 50 VPs behind them in 

eighth. 

 

Board 1. Dealer North. None Vul. 

 

   [ A K 10 6 

   ] J 8 

   { K 9 2 

   } A 8 3 2 

 

[ 8 4     [ 9 5 3 

] A 6 4 3    ] 10 7 

{ 10 7     { A Q 8 6 4 

} Q 10 9 6 5   } K J 4 

 

   [ Q J 7 2 

   ] K Q 9 5 2 

   { J 5 3 

   } 7 

 

For Ishidaya, L.H. Chin opened 1} and rebid 1[. 

Wen C.C. Mok could only raise to 2[, that was 

that. Derek Zen led the ten of hearts and Peter 

Chun won the ace and, mindful of his partner's 

overcall, switched to the ten of diamonds. Three 

rounds of diamonds saw Chun ruffing but that was it 

for the defence; nine tricks for +140. 

 

For Zen, Alan Sze opened with 1NT and Abby Chiu 

used Stayman, doubled by Jim Lee, then raised the 2

[ response to game. The double of 2} naturally 

enough attracted a club lead from Simon Chan, the 

king. Sze won and, with no diamond overcall to 

warn him of the dangers of this approach, played on 

hearts. The jack was ducked but Lee won the sec-

ond round and now needed to find a diamond 

switch. However, just as declarer did not know of 

the threat posed by the diamond suit, neither did 

Lee. He gave his partner a heart ruff and now the 

defence could get only one diamond trick so the 

contract made for +420 and 7 IMPs to Zen. 

 

From West's point of view, East could have had one 

diamond trick and one spade, when giving the ruff 

could have been the winning defence. 

 

Board 3. Dealer South. E/W Vul. 

 

   [ 9 7 

   ] K 5 2 

   { A Q 6 2 

   } A K Q 9 

 

[ A 10 5 4 2   [ K J 6 3 

] A Q J 6    ] 9 8 

{ K 5 3    { J 10 4 

} 6     } J 10 8 3 

 

   [ Q 8 

   ] 10 7 4 3 

   { 9 8 7 

   } 7 5 4 2 

     

What do you think – is North worth his second 

double? There will be a fair few Souths who will an-

swer, no, and I would have sympathy with them. 

North has good defence, though not good enough 

to defeat 3[, and poor offense, in particular having 

only three hearts. My vote goes to a pass, and it 

West North East South 

Lee Sze Chan Chiu 

– 1NT Pass 2} 

Dble  2[ Pass 4[ 

All Pass    

West North East South 

Chun Chin Zen Mok 

– 1} 1{ 1] 

Pass 1[ Pass 2[ 

All Pass    

West North East South 

Lee Sze Chan Chiu 

Chun Chin Zen Mok 

– – – Pass 

1[ Dble  3[ Pass 

Pass Dble Pass 4] 

All Pass    
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seems that the majority agree with me. In the Open, 

4] was played 12 teams, doubled exactly half the 

time, while 3[ was played 20 times. There were a 

couple in 4} N/S, a couple in 3], and the rest were 

in 2[ or 4[, the latter occasionally doubled. 

 

Four Hearts was hopeless, of course, drifting four 

off at one table and five at the other for –200 and –

250 respectively and 2 IMPs to Zen. It could have 

been a lot worse – just imagine if West finds that 

double! 

 

Board 4. Dealer West. All Vul. 

 

   [ – 

   ] 10 9 5 

   { Q 10 7 4 3 

   } J 8 6 4 3 

 

[ Q 9 8 2    [ A K J 10 5 4 

] 6 3     ] A J 7 4 2 

{ A K 9 5    { – 

} K 9 5    } A 7 

 

   [ 7 6 3 

   ] K Q 8 

   { J 8 6 2 

   } Q 10 2 

 

 

 

West North East South 

Lee Sze Chan Chiu 

1{ Pass 1[ Pass 

2[ Pass 3} Pass 

3{ Pass 3] Pass 

3[ Pass 4} Pass 

4{ Pass 6[ All Pass 

West North East South 

Chun Chin Zen Mok 

1{ Pass 1[ Pass 

2[ Pass 4NT Pass 

5} Pass 5NT  Pass 

6] Pass 7[ All Pass 

Lee and Chan had a slow and controlled auction 

with Chan eventually jumping to the cold small slam. 

Lee's diamond cuebid was not what Chan really 

wanted to hear, hence his giving up on a grand, but 

it did at least suggest that there would be a parking 

place for the club loser; +980. 

 

Zen took a more direct approach, launching into 

Keycard as soon as the spade fit came to light. Was 

there a misunderstanding regarding the meaning of 

the 6] bid – two kings for West, the ]K for East – 

or were they playing one of my least favourite 

methods, which some of my partners assure me to 

be wonderful, in which 6[ shows either the ]K or 

the other two side-suit kings, and Zen guessed 

wrong ? 

 

Whatever went wrong, the bottom line was that 

Zen was in a hopeless grand. Mok led the king of 

hearts and the contract was down one for –100 and 

17 IMPs to Ishidaya. 
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West North East South 

Lee Sze Chan Chiu 

1[ Pass Pass 1NT 

Pass 2{ Pass 2] 

Dble Pass 3{ All Pass 

West North East South 

Chun Chin Zen Mok 

1[ Pass Pass 1NT 

All Pass    

West North East  South 

Lee Sze Chan Chiu 

– 2} Pass 2] 

Pass 2[ Pass 3{ 

Pass 3[ Pass 4[ 

Pass 4NT Pass 5} 

Pass 6[ All Pass  

Board 8. Dealer West. None Vul. 

 

   [ 7 3 

   ] A J 7 6 2 

   { 5 4 3 

   } Q 9 2 

 

[ K Q J 10 9   [ 6 

] 9 4     ] 10 8 5 3 

{ A K     { Q 10 9 7 6 

} K 8 5 4    } 7 6 3 

 

   [ A 8 5 4 2 

   ] K Q 

   { J 8 2 

   } A J 10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I was surprised to see Chin pass the protective no 

trump overcall –  would have thought it was normal 

to transfer, as did Sze in the other room. Certainly, 

passing worked out badly. 

 

Chun led the king of spades against 1NT. Mok won 

and played queen then king of hearts, overtaking and 

cashing the jack. No luck there so he took his sec-

ond shot at the contract by running the }Q. When 

that lost the contract was down one for –50. 

 

In the other room, Lee doubled the completion of 

the transfer for take-out and Chan responded 3

{ and played there. 

 

Chiu led the king then queen of hearts and, still on 

lead, switched to a trump to dummy's king. Chan 

played a spade so Chiu won the ace and exited with 

a second diamond to the ace. Chan threw a club on 

a spade then played another spade and, when that 

was ruffed by North, discarded a heart. That put Sze 

on play, rather to his surprise, and he cashed the 

ace of hearts then played a fourth round. That pro-

moted a trick for the {J and the contract was down 

three for –150 and 5 IMPs to Zen. 

 

Why did declarer not over-ruff the spade, cash the 

queen of diamonds to draw the last trump, and play 

a club towards the king? That would make the con-

tract as the two heart losers would go away on the 

spades and there would be no trump promotion. 

Curious. 

 

Board 9. Dealer North. E/W Vul. 

 

   [ A Q 9 6 4 2 

   ] A 

   { K 8 

   } A K Q 9 

 

[ J 7     [ K 8 3 

] J 9 7 6 4    ] K 10 5 3 

{ 7 6 4    { 10 3 2 

} 7 6 2    } J 10 8 

 

   [ 10 5 

   ] Q 8 2 

   { A Q J 9 5 

   } 5 4 3 
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West North East South 

Chun Chin Zen Mok 

– 2{ Pass 2] 

Pass 2[ Pass 2NT 

Pass 3[ Pass 4{ 

Pass 4] Pass 4[ 

Pass 4NT  Pass 5{ 

Pass 5[ Pass 6[ 

All Pass    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I don't have sufficient information to describe ex-

actly what was going on in the two auctions so let's 

just say that both Norths found themselves at the 

helm in the borderline slam. 

 

Chan led a heart to declarer's bare ace and Sze 

cashed the ace of spades then crossed to dummy 

with a low diamond to the jack to lead the ten of 

spades. When the jack appeared he could cover and 

there was only one trump loser; +980. 

Zen led the jack of clubs, Chin winning the ace and 

overtaking the king of diamonds to lead the [10 to 

the jack, queen and king. Zen returned a diamond, 

giving declarer a guess as to which minor would be 

breaking evenly – as it turned out, he couldn't go 

wrong, of course, but this defence would have 

beaten the contract had North held the same hand 

without the }Q, however unlikely that was on the 

auction. Chin chose to cash a third diamond for a 

club discard and had 12 tricks for +980 and a flat 

board. 

 

What about declarer's trump play? I am sure I 

would have played as did Chin, crossing to dummy 

to lead the ten. On Sze's line there is the possibility 

to go down with king to three onside if you mis-

guess on the second round and it feels wrong to 

rely on a good guess on a three-two break to guard 

against a possible bare honour.  

 

Zen sneaked the win by 22-20 after Sze/Chiu stayed 

out of a thin game on Board 11 while Chin/Mok 

were going down. That converts to 10.71-9.29 VPs. 
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NS Overall Ranking EW Overall Ranking 



Hong Kong Inter-city Bridge Champion 2016  

Regal Hong Kong Hotel 富豪香港酒店  二零一六年七月二十六日至七月三十一日  26 July - 31 July 2016 

二零一六年香港城市橋牌錦標賽 

The Champion: 

Wilson MOK, David IP 

1st Runner-up: 

Simon HINGE, Ivan HU 

2nd Runner-up: 

York KWAN, Rocky TAM 

NS winners’ photos EW winners’ photos 

The Champion: 

Paul TAN, Selene TAN 

1st Runner-up: 

KF MAK, Da Wei CHEN 

2nd Runner-up: 

LIAN Shi Sim, TAN Wei Seng 


