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Adiós  My Friends! See You Next Year. 

Farewell Message from the Organising Committee Chairlady  
 

On behalf of the Organising Committee and sponsors of this Inter-city, it is 
my pleasure to express gratitude to all those who made this event a reality. 
With such a high participation rate, I hope that we were 
able to deliver the best environment to you and that  
everyone enjoyed the game. Please enjoy the rest of your 
stay and have a safe journey home. See you next year!                     
               
              Zoe Li 

Champion of the Avia Inter-City Bridge Championship 2015: ZEN 
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Messages from the editors 

Farewell and Safe Home 
 
And so another hugely successful Hong Kong Inter-city Championship 
has come to an end. Congratulations to all the winners of the various 
championships and commiserations to all the unlucky losers – I know 
you were unlucky, because otherwise surely you would have won? 
On your behalf, may I give thanks to all the people who have worked 
so hard, both before and during the championships, to make them so 
enjoyable for the participants. 
 
It remains only to wish everyone a safe journey home and I hope to 
see you all again next year. 
 
Brian Senior (English Bulletin Editor) 
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So it was to be Zen (China Hong Kong) versus  
Vincent Li (China Hong Kong/Shangahi, China) over 48 
boards for the 2015 Hong Kong Inter-City  
Championship. 
 
Vincent Li picked up an IMP on Board 1 for a better scor-
ing partscore, then came the first significant swing of the 
session: 
 
Board 2. Dealer East. N/S Vul. 
   [ K J 
   ] 10 9 8 
   { K Q J 8 4 
   } A J 4 
 [ Q 9 7 3   [ 10 6 5 
 ] A Q 4   ] K 7 
 { 10 9 5 2   { A 
 } Q 9    } K 10 8 7 6 5 2 
   [ A 8 4 2 
   ] J 6 5 3 2 
   { 7 6 3 
   } 3 
 
 West North East  South 
 Shen  Sze  Wenfei A. Chiu 
 –  –  2}  Pass 
 2{  2NT  3}  Dble 
 Pass  3{  All Pass 
 
 West North East  South 
 Wan  Weimin K. Chiu Liu 
 –  –  1}  Pass 
 1]  1NT  2}  2] 
 Pass  Pass  2[  Pass 
 Pass  3]  All Pass 
For Vincent Li, Wenfei Wang opened 2}, Precision, and 
Qi Shen responded 2{, inquiry. Alan Sze made a natural 
2NT overcall and, when Wenfei repeated her long club 
suit, Abby Chiu could double to show values and Sze bid 
his chunky diamonds, ending the auction. 
 
Wenfei led a spade to the queen and king so Sze played 
ace of clubs and ruffed one, a spade to the jack and ruffed 
his last club. Had that passed off peacefully, he would have 
been well placed, taking a heart pitch on the ace of spades 
and losing just two tricks in each red suit. But the third 
club was over-ruffed and now Shen led a diamond back to 
Wenfei's ace and her heart switch enabled the defence to 
cash three of those for down one and –100. 
 
For Zen, Karic Chiu opened at the one level and Samuel 
Wan made a transfer response of 1]. Weimin Wang  
overcalled 1NT and Chiu showed his long clubs then, when 
Yiqian Liu's 2] came around, competed with 2[. However, 
Weimin could in turn compete to 3] and that ended the 
auction. 

Liu won the club lead and played a heart. Chiu rose with 
the king and cashed the ace of diamonds then led the club 
king, hoping that it was partner who had the singleton 
club. No, Liu could ruff and play a second heart and there 
were just two hearts to be lost so nine tricks for +140 
and 6 IMPs to Vincent Liu; 7-0. 
 
Board 3. Dealer South. E/W Vul. 
 
   [ 9 
   ] 9 8 6 3 
   { 8 
   } Q 9 7 6 5 3 2 
 
 [ K 5 4 2   [ A J 10 8 7 6 
 ] J 4    ] Q 7 
 { K 10 6 5   { Q 4 2 
 } A K 4   } J 8 
 
   [ Q 3 
   ] A K 10 5 2 
   { A J 9 7 3 
   } 10 
 
 West North East  South 
 Shen  Sze  Wenfei A. Chiu 
 –  –  –  1] 
 Dble  3]  4[  5] 
 Dble  All Pass 
 
 West North East  South 
 Wan  Weimin K. Chiu Liu 
 –  –  –  1] 
 Dble  1NT  4[  Pass 
 Pass  5]  Dble  All Pass 
 
Four Spades can be beaten via a diamond ruff, but at this 
vulnerability it would be a long-term losing proposition 
for N/S to choose to defend – to do so and find that 4
[ was making if partner had a slightly different hand risks 
a big loss compared to that suffered by taking the 
phantom save and, who knows, on a very good day 5] 
might even be making. 
 
In 5] doubled, declarer does not have the entries to  
establish then cash the clubs, so has to play on diamonds. 
Either by an over-ruff or by force, he must lose the 
fourth round of diamonds as well as two black aces, so is 
one down for –100; no swing. 

Zen v Vincent Li (Open Final Set One) 
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Board 4. Dealer West. All Vul. 
 
   [ K Q J 10 6 
   ] 7 2 
   { 10 7 
   } 9 7 4 3 
 
 [ 9 8 5 2   [ 3 
 ] A Q J 5 3   ] 10 8 6 4 
 { J 9    { A K 8 6 2 
 } 6 5    } K Q 2 
 
   [ A 7 4 
   ] K 9 
   { Q 5 4 3 
   } A J 10 8 
 
 West North East  South 
 Shen  Sze  Wenfei A. Chiu 
 Pass  Pass  1{  Pass 
 1]  Pass  3]  Pass 
 4]  All Pass 
 
 West North East  South 
 Wan  Weimin K. Chiu Liu 
 Pass  Pass  1{  Pass 
 1]  1[  2]  2[ 
 3}  Pass  4]  All Pass 
   
Wenfei opened a Precision 1{ then raised the 1]  
response to 3] – when your basic method makes a simple 
raise to 2] likely to be based on a weak no trump type, it 
pays to raise more aggressively with a shapely hand to let 
partner know about the extra playing strength, even when 
holding a minimum in high-card terms. Shen went on to 
game and Sze led the king of spades then switched to the 
seven of clubs for the king and ace. Chiu returned the 
jack of clubs. Shen won, took a heart finesse then ruffed a 
spade, ruffed a club, ruffed another spade, and played 
three rounds of diamond, ruffing with the jack. However, 
the fourth spade was over-ruffed and a diamond through 
promoted the seven of hearts into the setting trick; down 
one for v100. 
 
Weimin overcalled 1[ and Liu raised to 2[, however, this 
did not affect the final contract, though it did affect  
declarer's line of play as he knew that spades were  
five-three where Shen had not. 
 
The first three tricks were as in the other room, but Wan 
played three rounds of diamonds, ruffing with the jack, 
then a low heart to the ten and king. He ruffed the spade 
return in dummy, ruffed a diamond high and laid down the 
ace of hearts. When trumps proved to be two-two, he 
had the rest for +620 and 12 IMPs to Zen, who led by  
12-7. 

Board 5. Dealer North. N/S Vul. 
 
   [ K J 10 8 6 
   ] 7 2 
   { 8 7 2 
   } K 10 7 
 
 [ 9 5 2    [ 7 3 
 ] A K J 8 6 4  ] Q 3 
 { 10 5 4   { K J 9 6 
 } J    } A Q 8 4 2 
 
   [ A Q 4 
   ] 10 9 5 
   { A Q 3 
   } 9 6 5 3 
 
 West North East  South 
 Shen  Sze  Wenfei A. Chiu 
 –  Pass  1{  Pass 
 1]  Pass  1NT Pass 
 2]  All Pass 
 
 West North East  South 
 Wan  Weimin K. Chiu Liu 
 –  Pass  1}  Pass 
 1{  Pass  1NT  Pass 
 3NT  All Pass 
 
Wenfei opened 1{, Precision, then rebid 1NT, and Shen 
chose to bid a simple 2] rather than any more optimistic 
effort. Sze led the jack of spades. Chiu won the ace and 
switched to a trump so Shen won in hand to lead the jack 
of clubs and when Sze covered had a discard for his third 
spade. That meant two spades and two diamonds to be 
lost so +140. 
 
Karic Chiu opened 1+ and rebid 1NT over the transfer 
response and now Wan took a shot at 3NT, hoping that 
his long suit would run. well, it did, but not until after his 
opponents had taken enough tricks to defeat the contract. 
Liu led the ace of diamonds and received a discouraging 
eight from Weimin so switched to the ace of spades. This 
time she got an encouraging six so continued with the 
queen and the defence cashed out the spades for down 
two; –100 and 6 IMPs to Vincent Li, who were back into 
the lead at 13-12. 
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Board 8. Dealer West. None Vul. 
 
   [ K Q J 8 
   ] K J 10 2 
   { J 9 7 
   } 7 2 
 
 [ A 4 2   [ 6 3 
 ] 8    ] A Q 7 6 5 4 
 { K Q 2   { 10 3 
 } J 9 8 6 5 3   } K 10 4 
 
   [ 10 9 7 5 
   ] 9 3 
   { A 8 6 5 4 
   } A Q 
 
 West North East  South 
 Shen  Sze  Wenfei A. Chiu 
 Pass  Pass  2{  Pass 
 2]  All Pass 
 
 West North East  South 
 Wan  Weimin K. Chiu Liu 
 Pass  1{  1]  Dble 
 2}  2[  3}  3{ 
 4}  Pass  Pass  Dble 
 All Pass 
 
Shen did not open the West hand so Wenfei got to open a 
multi in third seat and Shen responded 2], pass or correct. 
Nobody had anything to add to that. Sze led the king of 
spades so Shen won and led a heart to the queen and 
 continued with ace and a third heart. Sze played a club 
through, won by Chiu who switched to a low diamond. 
Shen won the king and led a club. That lost and there was 
also a spade, a diamond and a heart to come so the  
contract was down one for –50. 
 
Wan too passed as dealer but Weimin's 1{ opening led to 
a very different auction. Wan introduced his long club suit 
at his second turn and, on hearing of club support, was 
willing to compete to 4} over the opposing 3{. Liu  
doubled 4}, ending the auction. Wan ducked the spade 
lead so Weimin switched to a trump and Liu took two of 
those then the ace of diamonds for one down and –100; 
giving 2 IMPs to Vincent Li, who led by 15-12. 
 
Vincent Li gained another 3 IMPs on the next deal for extra 
undertricks in a hopeless game, and led by 18-12. 
 

Board 10. Dealer East. All Vul. 
 
   [ A K Q 9 8 4 3 
   ] Q 6
   { 4 3 2 
   } Q 
 
 [ 7 6   [ 2
 ] A J 10 7 4  ] 9
 { K   { A J 10 9 8 6 5 
 } A K 10 6 3 } J 9 4 2 
 
   [ J 10 5 
   ] K 8 5 3 2
   { Q 7
   } 8 7 5 
 
 West North East  South 
 Shen  Sze  Wenfei A. Chiu 
 –  –  3{  Pass 
 3]  3[  Pass  Pass 
 4{  All Pass 
 
 West North East  South 
 Wan  Weimin K. Chiu Liu 
 –  –  3{  Pass 
 5{  5[  Pass  Pass 
 Dble  All Pass 
 
Both Easts opened 3{ – I would have been tempted to 
open a level higher with seven-four shape and little  
defence to the minors, but that is just me, and nobody 
could claim that 3{ was wrong in any way. 
 
Shen made the normal-looking 3] response and Sze  
overcalled 3[. When that came back to Shen, the winning  
action would have been to show his second suit, as surely 
Wenfei would have raised 4} to game. However, Shen 
trusted his partner's vulnerable pre-empts sufficiently to 
support them with a bare king, and the heart misfit did 
not encourage Wenfei to go on. After a spade lead and 
continuation, it was a simple matter for Wenfei to ruff, 
cash the king of diamonds and come back to hand with a 
heart ruff to cash the diamond ace. The fall of the two 
minor-suit queens meant 12 tricks for +170. 
 
Wan created a big swing for his side when he raised the  
3{ opening to 5{ in the other room. Weimin could hardly 
not overcall 5[, particularly as his partner now rated to 
be very short in diamonds, and Wan doubled happily. 
Dummy must have been a bit of a disappointment to 
Weimin as, though there was some spade support, there 
was no diamond shortage and the only other thing of 
value was the king of hearts. 
 
 



Avia Inter-city Bridge Championships 2015

Regal Hongkong Hotel 29 July  - 2 August 2015

Chiu led the ace of diamonds and continued with the jack 
for wan to ruff out dummy's queen. Wan cashed the king 
of clubs, getting a count signal which confirmed that the fall 
of the queen was genuine, then switched to ace and an-
other heart to give his partner a ruff. That was down three 
for –800 and 12 IMPs to Zen. They were back on top by  
24-18. 
 
Board 14. Dealer East. None Vul. 
 
   [ Q 6 3 
   ] A K J 9 6 5 
   { 7 4 
   } 7 2 
 
 [ 2   [ A 7 
 ] Q 3   ] 10 8 7 4 
 { A Q J 9 8  { K 10 6 3 2 
 } A K 8 5 3  } J 4 
 
   [ K J 10 9 8 5 4 
   ] 2 
   { 5 
   } Q 10 9 6 
 
 West North East  South 
 Shen  Sze  Wenfei A. Chiu 
 –  –  Pass  3[ 
 4NT  5]  6{  All Pass 
 West North East  South 
 
 Wan  Weimin K. Chiu Liu 
 –  –  Pass  4[ 
 4NT  5]  5NT  Pass 
 6}  Pass  6{  Pass 
 Pass  6[  Dble  All Pass 
 
 

For me, the South hand has way too much playing  
potential for a three-level opening, so i am firmly in Liu's 
camp on this deal. 
 
Over 3[, Shen overcalled 4NT, minors, and Sze showed 
his hearts. Not quite sure who was making what, but 
looking at a huge diamond fit, Wenfei bid 6{ and that 
ended the auction. Chiu led a heart so the contract was 
quickly one down for –50. 
 
Wan too bid 4NT over Liu's 4[ opening and again there 
was a 5] bid from North. Chiu bid 6{, but did so via 5NT 
then a conversion to the diamond slam. I would assume 
that to be a weaker way of getting to 6{ than bidding it 
directly, so that partner can judge better what to do (but 
I guess it could be that they play it the other way around, 
with this being the stronger sequence). Whatever the 
subtleties of the E/W auction, Weimin was convinced to 
save in 6[ over the doomed 6{ and Chiu doubled. there 
were four top losers so that was –500 and 11 IMPs to 
Zen. They led by 35-19. 
 
That was the end of the action for the first segment. 
Board 15 saw both N/S pairs down one in a partscore 
while the final deal was an uninteresting game for E/W. 
There were two more sets to play; Zen 35 Vincent Li 19. 
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Alan ruffed the heart lead, played club king to the ace, 
ruffed the heart return and played queen of clubs and a 
third club to set up the suit. Trumps were cleared and 12 
tricks resulted in +380 IMPs.  THAT IS 6[ BY NORTH. 
Well, if you end up in 6] played by South and a diamond 
is led… 
 
This year, in 33 deals, N/S had four possible slams and E/
W two. Therefore you could bet that the  
champion was likely to be a N/S pair. Also, the data 
shows that N/S has an average of 20.24 HCPs and E/W 
19.76. How about that, Roger? 

The IMP Pairs by KF Tung 

A few years ago Roger Ling observed that N/S and  
E/W needed to be closer in strength in order to give both 
directions an even chance to be the champion when you 
draw your seat for the IMP Pairs. This hand came up in the 
2015 championship: 
 
   [ K J 7 6 3 
   ] K 9 
   { A Q J 2 
   } 9 3 
 
Your right-hand-opponent opens 4] and you are red 
against green. What do you bid? 
 
Winner, Alan Mok bid 4[ and left-hand-opponent put in 
5]. Then partner, Samuel Choi put down 6[ to  
silence everyone. 
 
Board 28. Dealer West. N/S Vul. 
   [ K J 7 6 3 
   ] K 9 
   { A Q J 2 
   } 9 3 
 
 [ 10 2    [ 9 8 
 ] A Q J 10 8 6 4 2 ] 7 5 3 
 { 6    { K 9 7 5 3 
 } J 4    } A 10 7 
 
   [ A Q 5 4 
   ] – 
   { 10 8 4 
   } K Q 8 6 5 2 
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Zen v Vincent Li (Open Final Set Two) 

Zen led Vincent Li by 35-19 IMPs at the end of the first 
session. Would they be able to build on that advantage in 
set two or would Vincent Li be able to catch and then 
overtake them? 
 
The new session started very well for Zen. 
 
Board 17. Dealer North. None Vul. 
 
   [ A Q 9 4 3 
   ] 10 7 
   { 9 8 7 3 
   } 7 2 
 
 [ 10 8    [ 5 
 ] 8 5 3    ] Q J 9 6 2 
 { K 10 2   { A Q J 5 
 } K 10 6 5 3   } Q J 4 
 
   [ K J 7 6 2 
   ] A K 4 
   { 6 4 
   } A 9 8 
 
 West North East  South 
 Shen  Sze  Wenfei A. Chiu 
 –  Pass  1]  1[ 
 2]  2[  3}  3] 
 4}  4[  Dble  All Pass 
 
 West North East  South 
 Chun Li  Zen  Weimin 
 –  Pass  1]  1[ 
 2]  3[  All Pass 
 
Li made a pre-emptive raise of Weimin's overcall and that 
silenced everyone. Three Spades looks normal enough with 
such good spade support and no defence – 4[ would be 
the choice of many – but the hands fit well together and 
this meant that a cold game had been missed; ten tricks for 
+170. 
 
Alan Sze raised to only 2[ but now Abby Chiu made a 
game try and he had plenty in hand to accept. Wenfei  
doubled 4[, a dubious proposition given that she knew 
there was a degree of double fit, though much of her 
strength was in the opposition's potential side-suit. The 
double cost 3 IMPs, +590 meaning 9 IMPs to Zen instead of 
the 6 IMPs from an undoubled game. Zen led by 44-19. 
 
Neither E/W pair bid to a thin game on Board 18, Zen 
picking up an IMP for +200 and –170, but the next board 
saw 1 IMP to Vincent Li to balance that out. 

Board 4. Dealer West. All Vul. 
 
   [ K 5 4 
   ] 10 8 7 
   { A K 8 6 
   } K 9 8 
 
 [ A J 7 6   [ 10 3 
 ] Q 5 3   ] K J 9 4 2 
 { Q J 10 2   { 7 
 } J 7    } A Q 10 6 3 
 
   [ Q 9 8 2 
   ] A 6 
   { 9 5 4 3 
   } 5 4 2 
 
 West North East  South 
 Shen  Sze  Wenfei A. Chiu 
 Pass  1{  1[  Dble 
 2]  Dble  3}  Pass 
 4]  All Pass 
 
 West North East  South 
 Chun Li  Zen  Weimin 
 Pass  1{  1]  Dble 
 Rdbl  Pass  2}  2{ 
 2]  All Pass 
 
Chun redoubled then competed with 2] over 2{ and that 
ended the auction. At the other table, Shen made the 
more clearcut hearts raise immediately and Wenfei 
showed her second suit to invite him to keep bidding in 
competition as much as to invite game. However, Shen 
was much better than he might have been and jumped to 
the heart game. 
 
Both Souths led a diamond and both Norths won and 
switched to a heart, South winning. Weimin Wang played 
a second round. Chun won in dummy and led the jack of 
clubs to the king and ace then continued with the queen 
and a low club, ruffing. He had ten tricks now for +170. 
 
Chiu switched to a spade on winning the heart. Wenfei 
won the ace and played the jack of diamonds to ace and 
ruff, drew trumps ending in dummy and took a spade 
pitch on the ten of diamonds before taking the club 
 finesse. The friendly club layout meant she had the rest; 
11 tricks for +650 and 10 IMPs to Vincent Li, trailing  
30-44. 
 
Four Diamonds down two against 3{ down one gave  
Vincent Li another 2 IMPs on the next deal to close to 32
-45. Board 22 was a flat game for N/S, but there was a 
swing on Board 23. 
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Board 23. Dealer South. All Vul. 
   [ J 9 8 5 4 2 
   ] A 3 
   { 4 2 
   } A Q 8 
 [ A Q 6   [ K 10 3 
 ] 6 5 4    ] 10 8 2 
 { A 5 3   { Q J 10 6 
 } K J 6 2   } 10 4 3 
   [ 7 
   ] K Q J 9 7 
   { K 9 8 7 
   } 9 7 5 
 
 West North East  South 
 Shen  Sze  Wenfei A. Chiu 
 –  –  –  Pass 
 1NT  Pass  Pass  2] 
 All Pass 
 
 West North East  South 
 Chun Li  Zen  Weimin 
 –  –  –  2{ 
 Pass  2]  Pass  Pass 
 Dble  Pass  3{  Pass 
 Pass  3]  All Pass 
 
Chiu passed as dealer then competed with 2] when the 
1NT opening came back around. Shen led a trump. Chiu 
won the ace and led a diamond to the queen, king and ace, 
and back came another trump. declarer won and drew the 
missing trumps then set about establishing a diamond. There 
were two more of those to lose plus a spade, but the club 
king was onside so there was only one loser there and the 
contract was just made for +110. 
 
Weimin opened a multi and Chun passed – the standard 
defence in the UK is to double on this hand-type as this is 
the safest time to get involved in the auction when having 
some high cards but little playing strength. when the 2], 
pass or correct, response came back to him, Chun doubled 
– hardly the ideal distribution, but this deal illustrates once 
again that, if you are not sure whether to bid or allow the 
auction to end, bidding rates to be the long-term winner as 
it gives the opposition one more decision, and they may get 
it wrong. sure enough, 3{ was going to go several down, 
vulnerable, but Li judged to take the push to 3]. 
 
Derek Zen led the queen of diamonds and, when that held 
the trick, switched to a trump. Li won in hand and led a  
diamond, ducking Zen's ten, and back came a second trump. 
there was still one loser to come in each side suit from here 
so Li was down one for –100 and 5 IMPs to Zen, extending 
the lead to 50-32. 
 
Both teams missed a huge chance for a swing on this next 
deal. 

Board 24. Dealer West. None Vul. 
   [ A K 2 
   ] K Q 10 7 6 3 
   { 7 3 
   } 8 5 
 [ Q 9 4 3   [ J 10 7 6 
 ] 8    ] J 9 2 
 { K J 6    { 10 9 8 4 2 
 } Q J 10 6 3   } 4 
   [ 8 5 
   ] A 5 4 
   { A Q 5 
   } A K 9 7 2 
 
 West North East  South 
 Shen  Sze  Wenfei A. Chiu 
 Pass  1]  Pass  2} 
 Pass  2]  Pass  3] 
 Pass  3[  Pass  4} 
 Pass  4]  Pass  4NT 
 Pass  5[  Pass  5NT 
 Pass  7]  All Pass 
 
 West North East  South 
 Chun Li  Zen  Weimin 
 Pass  1]  Pass  2} 
 Pass  2]  Pass  3] 
 Pass  3[  Pass  4NT 
 Pass  5[  Pass  5NT 
 Pass  6[  Pass  7] 
 All Pass 
 
Both Souths were able to set trumps at the three level 
and both Norths were happy to cuebid a spade control. 
Now Weimin blasted into a key-card ask and followed 
up with 5NT, promising all the key cards and inviting the 
grand. Li showed his side king and Weimin thought 7] as 
likely to make as 6NT so bid the grand. 
 
In the other room, Chiu cuebid 4} over 3[ and Sze 
signed off in game. Now Chiu asked for key cards and 
followed up with 5NT. Here, Chiu knew the king of  
diamonds was missing as Sze would surely have cuebid 
with that card, and Sze knew that his partner had that 
information. He had the sixth heart and spade king and if 
partner could look for seven after he had signed off then 
seven should have decent play. He bid the grand slam. 
Do you actually want to be in the grand on these hands? 
Try it on a diamond lead through the ace-queen. Assum-
ing that you don't fancy the finesse, it isn't that great, is 
it? Personally, I would rather be in a small slam. 
 
Zen led the two of hearts round to declarer's ten. Li 
went for clubs, playing ace then king and, when that was 
ruffed, he needed the diamond finesse just to get out for 
one down so actually made only 11 tricks for –100. 
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Wenfei led the two of diamonds. Sze won the ace and played 
king then queen of hearts before trying to ruff out the clubs. 
Wenfei ruffed the second club and led another diamond so the 
board was a push at –100. 
 
Just a question of theory. If you bid 4NT and find that all the 
key cards are present, does your 5NT follow-up strongly invite 
a grand slam, or is it more of a courtesy bid, just to confirm to 
partner that no key card is missing so that he can go on to 
seven with a really good hand? Or does the answer, perhaps, 
depend on the auction to date, and whether partner has  
properly limited his hand earlier in the auction. That last tends 
to be less clear for pairs playing two-over-one game-forcing, 
where North on the actual deal could have quite a range of 
hands, particularly in the auction where South took control 
after the first cuebid. 
 
The next few boards were also flat, though without quite the 
same excitement, then Zen picked up an overtrick IMP on 
Board 28; 51-32. Board 29 was flat in 3NT+2 by N/S and Zen 
picked up 2 more IMPs on Board 30 for an extra undertrick. 
Board 31 was flat in partscore but the set ended with an 
opportunity for an E/W pair to outbid their counterparts on a 
slam deal. 
 
Board 32. Dealer West. E/W Vul. 
 
   [ J 10 2 
   ] 8 
   { A K 10 9 7 4 2 
   } 8 2 
 
 [ Q 9    [ A K 6 5 4 3 
 ] A K J 4   ] Q 10 7 3 
 { J 8    { – 
 } A K Q 7 3   } 6 5 4 
 
   [ 8 7 
   ] 9 6 5 2 
   { Q 6 5 3 
   } J 10 9 
 
 West North East  South 
 Shen  Sze  Wenfei A. Chiu 
 2NT  Pass  3}  Pass 
 3]  Pass  5]  Pass 
 6]  All Pass 
 
 West North East  South 
 Chun Li  Zen  Weimin 
 1}  3{  3[  4{ 
 Dble  All Pass  

Shen opened an ugly off-shape 2NT, showed his 
hearts in response to Stayman, then accepted  
Wenfei's slam invite. Five Hearts was also rather ugly 
– partner could accept when there are two top club 
losers or seven could be cold, but presumably an  
irregular partnership was short of good methods in 
this situation. Still, it is hard to see how 3[ over 3] 
could go far wrong, whether or not it clearly agreed 
hearts. Though hearts were four-one, spades divided 
favourably, as did clubs had declarer required a Plan B. 
Thirteen tricks meant +1460. 
 
At least Shen's 2NT opening avoided any interference 
from his opponents. Not so Chun's strong club, which 
attracted a pre-emptive overcall from Li. That did not 
greatly inconvenience Zen, who had an easy 3[ bid, 
but Weimin's gentle diamond raise left Chun with an 
awkward problem, which he resolved by doubling 
when a forcing pass looks far better – as  suspect he 
may now agree after Zen left in the double, clearly 
believing it to be for penalty, as would I when the 
aforementioned forcing pass was an option. 
 
Zen cashed the ace and king of spades then switched 
to a heart. Chun won and tried a second heart but 
that was ruffed and Li cashed the ace of trumps then 
made a careless error when he left the remaining 
trump outstanding and played the spade jack for a 
heart discard. That meant Chun got a ruff with the 
jack of diamonds and there were two clubs to come. 
Down three instead of two was –500 instead of –300, 
but that cost just a single IMP, Vincent Li still gaining 
14 on the board to close out set two trailing by just 
12 IMPs at 46-58. there were 16 deals to go. 
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At the end of five days of tough competition, we were 
down to 16 boards to decide the fate of the 2015 Hong 
Kong Inter-city Open Team Championship. Going into 
those final 16 deals, Zen led Vincent Li by just 12 IMPs, at 
58-46. It was better to be up by 12 than behind by that 
number, but 12 IMPs is just one game swing, so it was still 
anybody's championship. 
 
Zen added to the lead on the first board. 
Board 1. Dealer North. None Vul. 
   [ Q J 9 
   ] K 9 6 
   { Q J 10 2 
   } 10 8 4 
 [ 7 5    [ A K 6 3 
 ] Q J 8 7   ] 5 4 3 
 { 9 4 3    { K 8 7 6 
 } 9 6 5 2   } A Q 
   [ 10 8 4 2 
   ] A 10 2 
   { A 5 
   } K J 7 3 
 
 West North East  South 
 Chun Li  Zen  Weimin 
 –  Pass  1NT  All Pass 
 
 West North East  South 
 Shen  K. Chiu Wenfei Wan 
 –  Pass  1}  Pass 
 1{  Pass  1NT  All Pass 
Zen opened 1NT while Wenfei had to open a strong club 
then rebid 1NT to show her balanced 16 HCP. 
 
Weimin led the two of spades to the jack and king and Zen 
led a heart to the jack and king. Li returned the queen of 
diamonds, ducked, and continued with the jack, also 
ducked. That brought down the ace, and Weimin tried a 
low club round to declarer's queen. when Zen now played 
a second heart, Weimin won the ace and played a second 
club round to the ace. Zen could cash two hearts then  
finesse against the ten of diamonds and had eight tricks for 
+120. 
 
Samuel Wan too led the two of spades to the jack and king 
and Wenfei led a heart to dummy's queen. suspicious that 
declarer might have ace to three, Karic Chiu ducked and 
that worked like a charm for the defence as, seeing that 
she was in dummy for the one and only time, Wenfei tried 
a diamond to her king. That lost to the ace and Wan led 
another low spade to the queen and ace. Declarer exited 
with a diamond but there was nothing good happening 
there. the defnce cashed the diamonds, the spades, and the 
hearts, before playing a club through and the contract was 
three down for –300 and 9 IMPs to Zen, whose lead was 
up to 67-46. 

Board 2. Dealer East. N/S Vul. 
   [ K 4 2 
   ] 10 7 
   { A Q 10 8 
   } K 10 9 7 
 [ A Q J 9 8 7 6 5 3 [ –
 ] 4    ] Q 9
 { 6    { K J 7 3 2 
 } A 2    } Q J 6 5 4 3 
   [ 10 
   ] A K J 8 6 5 3 2 
   { 9 5 4 
   } 8 
 
 West North East  South 
 Chun Li  Zen  Weimin 
 –  –  Pass  4] 
 4[  5]  Pass  Pass 
 5[  Dble  Pass  6] 
 All Pass 
 West North East  South 
 Shen  K. Chiu Wenfei Wan 
 –  –  Pass  4] 
 4[  5]  Dble  Pass 
 5[  Dble  5NT  Dble 
 6[  Dble  All Pass 
Weimin opened 4] and Li competed with 5] over Chun's 
4[ overcall. However, when Chun went on to 5[, Li  
doubled. Holding a normal hand for his initial action, it 
was very undisciplined of Weimin to over-rule his partner 
and take that out to 6]. 
 
Chun cashed the ace of clubs, looked the dummy and 
switched to his diamond. Weimin finessed the queen,  
losing to the king, and Zen misread the position, returning 
the queen of clubs in an attempt to give his partner a ruff. 
That allowed Weimin to get rid of his spade loser on the 
king of clubs but, after drawing trumps, he had to lose a 
second diamond trick so was two down for –200. 
 
The auction began in the same fashion in the other room, 
but here Wenfei doubled 5]. If that was intended to shut 
up her partner it didn't work as Shen had exceptional ex-
tra spade length and removed to 5[. Perhaps we saw a 
second example of ill-discipline when that got doubled 
and Wenfei ran to 5NT to show the minors. she can 
hardly have been happy to see Shen have to run back to 
his own suit a level higher than before, but why should 
there be a minor-suit fit when partner bids 4[ then 5[? 
 
Chiu led the ten of hearts. Wan overtook to switch to his 
club but Shen rose with the ace and played on trumps. He 
had to lose a trick in each suit so was down three for  
–500 and 12 IMPs to Zen. the lead was looking a little 
more comfortable at 77-46, but there were still plenty of 
boards left for a Vincent Li fightback. 

Zen v Vincent Li (Open Final Set Three) 



Avia Inter-city Bridge Championships 2015

Regal Hongkong Hotel 29 July  - 2 August 2015

Board 5. Dealer North. N/S Vul. 
 
   [ A Q J 4 3 2 
   ] A 6 
   { A Q 5 4 
   } Q 
 
 [ K 8    [ 10 9 7 6 
 ] J 10 9 8   ] K 7 5 4 2 
 { 6 3    { 10 
 } K 10 5 4 3   } 9 6 2 
 
   [ 5 
   ] Q 3 
   { K J 9 8 7 2
   } A J 8 7 
 
 West North East  South 
 Chun Li  Zen  Weimin 
 –  1[  Pass  1NT 
 Pass  3{  Pass  4{ 
 Pass  4[  Pass  6{ 
 All Pass  
 
 West North East  South 
 Shen  K. Chiu Wenfei Wan 
 –  1[  Pass  1NT 
 Pass  2NT  Pass  3} 
 Pass  3{  Pass  4} 
 Pass  4]  Dble  4NT 
 Pass  5{  Pass  5NT 
 Pass  6{  All Pass 
 
Both N/S pairs bid smoothly to the small slam. Li made a 
natural game-forcing rebid and Weimin raised then 
jumped to slam, hoping that a heart lead would not prove 
to be too embarrassing. He need not have worried. the 
lead was indeed a low heart, but Li put up the queen and 
it held the trick so he drew trumps in two rounds then 
led a spade to the queen and 13 tricks for +1390. 
 
Chiu rebid an artificial 2NT then showed his second suit 
and wan cuebid then asked for key cards and followed up 
by inviting the grand slam. Chiu was not interested so 
signed off in 6{. Here the lead was the two of clubs and 
Chiu ran it, losing to the king. He rose with the ace on 
the heart switch and played ace of spades followed by a 
high spade ruff and the fall of the king meant he could 
claim for +1370 but 1 IMP to Vincent Li; 47-88. 
 
Board 6 was flat in 3NT+1 by E/W and Board 7 in  
3NT–1 by N/S. It was still 88-47 in favour of Zen when 
the next potential swing deal came along. 

Board 3. Dealer South. E/W Vul. 
 
   [ A 9 
   ] K 10 7 
   { 9 5 2 
   } K J 9 6 3 
 
 [ K J 10 7 3   [ Q 4 
 ] 6 5 3 2   ] A Q J 9 
 { K 8 4   { A Q J 10 7 
 } 7    } Q 8 
 
   [ 8 6 5 2 
   ] 8 4 
   { 6 3 
   } A 10 5 4 2 
 
 West North East  South 
 Chun Li  Zen  Weimin 
 –  –  –  Pass 
 Pass  1}  Dble  2} 
 2[  3}  3{  Pass 
 3]  Pass  4]  All Pass 
 
 West North East  South 
 Shen  K. Chiu Wenfei Wan 
 –  –  –  Pass 
 Pass  1}  Dble  3} 
 Dble  Pass  3{  All Pass 
 
When wan made a pre-emptive raise to the three level, 
Shen made a responsive double but, with a wasted club 
queen, Wenfei was unwilling to do more than bid a simple 
3{ in response and now Shen gave up. Wan led the eight of 
hearts to the king and ace and Wenfei played the spade 
queen. Chiu grabbed the ace to play back a heart, but 
Wenfei could win, draw trumps and cash the spades to 
claim 12 tricks for +170. 
 
In the other room, Weimin's single raise didn't get the job 
done. It left space for Chun to first show his main suit, then 
the secondary heart suit over Zen's strength-showing 3{. 
Zen raised to 4], ending the auction. The defence began 
with two rounds of clubs. Chun ruffed, took a heart finesse 
and led the low spade to his jack and the ace. He won the 
diamond return and repeated the heart finesse, coming to 
11 tricks for +650 and 10 IMPs to Zen, up by 88-46. 
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Board 8. Dealer West. None Vul. 
 
   [ J 4 3 
   ] A 6 4 
   { 10 8 4 2 
   } A 9 7 
 
 [ 10    [ K 7 5 
 ] K Q 10 2   ] J 9 8 7 5 3 
 { Q J 6 5   { 7 
 } 10 8 4 2   } Q 5 3 
 
 
   [ A Q 9 8 6 2 
   ] – 
   { A K 9 3 
   } K J 6 
 
 West North East  South 
 Chun Li  Zen  Weimin 
 Pass  Pass  Pass  1[ 
 Pass  2[  Pass  3{ 
 Pass  4[  Pass  6[ 
 All Pass 
 
 West North East  South 
 Shen  K. Chiu Wenfei Wan 
 Pass  Pass  2{  2[ 
 Pass  3[  Pass  4[ 
 All Pass 
 
Wenfei opened with a multi and Wan contented himself 
with a simple overcall. Chiu invited game and wan, of 
course, accepted. He made 11 tricks after a heart lead for 
+450. 
 
Zen didn't like the heart suit so passed the East hand and 
Weimin opened 1[. When he caught a simple raise he 
made waht was ostensibly a game try but, when Li  
accepted, jumped to slam. The lead was the king of hearts 
and dummy's diamond holding must have been a  
disappointment – not that Li could have declined the game 
invitation when holding two aces and the spade jack. 
 
Weimin won the ace of hearts, pitching a club from hand, 
led a low spade to the queen and, when the ten fell, 
crossed to the ace of clubs to take a second spade finesse. 
He only needed a three-two diamond split or singleton 
honour now but his luck was out. Two diamond losers 
meant down one for –50 and 11 IMPs to Zen. midway 
through the set they led by 99-47 and had one hand on the 
trophy. 
 

On Board 9 the two E/W pairs both played a good grand 
in game. East held, vulnerable against not: 
 
   [ Q 10 
   ] – 
   { A Q 8 6 5 4 3 2 
   } 10 9 8 
and opened 3{. I might prefer 4{, but there are a lot of 
missing intermediate cards. West held: 
 
   [ A K 9 4 2 
   ] 10 7 
   { K J 10 
   } A J 7 
and raised to game. nothing too terrible there, but there 
were 14 top tricks and the board was flat at +640. 
  
Board 10. Dealer East. All Vul. 
   [ K 3 
   ] A 6 5 
   { A 10 9 8 2 
   } Q 10 3 
 [ 10 9 8 4   [ A 6 5 2 
 ] Q 10 2   ] 8 7 
 { Q 7 6 4   { K J 
 } A K   } 9 7 6 5 2 
   [ Q J 7
   ] K J 9 4 3 
   { 5 3 
   } J 8 4 
 
 West North East  South 
 Chun Li  Zen  Weimin 
 –  –  Pass  Pass 
 Pass  1{  Pass  1] 
 Pass  1NT  All Pass 
 
 West North East  South 
 Shen  K. Chiu Wenfei Wan 
 –  –  Pass  Pass 
 1{  Pass  1[  Pass 
 2[  All Pass 
 
At our first table, there were three passes to Li, who 
opened 1{ then rebid 1NT over the 1] response and was 
left to play there. Zen led the five of clubs so Chun won 
the ace then king and switched to a low diamond. Zen put 
in the jack then led the nine of clubs, suit preference for 
spades, to clear the suit. Li won and played the king of 
spades so Zen won and cashed the clubs. The  he played a 
heart through to the jack, queen and ace. Li cashed the 
spades and that squeezed chun down to the bare queen 
of diamonds to keep his heart stopper. Li cashed the 
heart then the diamond and was charmed to see the king 
and queen fall together under the ace; seven tricks and 
+90. 
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In the other room, Chiu did not get the chance to open 
the North hand as Shen had opened 1{ in front of him. 
Here, it was E/W who had the auction to themselves and 
they easily reached the four-four spade fit. Wan led a heart 
to the ten and ace and Chou switched to the king of spades 
and, when that wad ducked, a second spade. Wenfei won 
the second spade, played a club to the ace and a diamond 
to her king. Next she led a heart up, Wan taking the king 
but there was nothing the defence could do from here and 
Wenfei had eight tricks for +110 and 5 IMPs to Vincent Li. 
They trailed by 52-99 with six boards to play. Was this the 
start of a last gasp comeback? 
 
No, Zen added an overtrick IMP on Board 11 and 4 IMPs 
more on Board 12 for making an overtrick in 2{ at one 
table and beating it a trick at the other., and led by 104-52. 
 
Board 13. Dealer North. All Vul. 
 
   [ A J 10 9 
   ] K 
   { Q 10 2 
   } 8 7 5 3 2 
 
 [ 8 6 4 3   [ 7 2 
 ] Q 3 2   ] 9 7 5 4 
 { A 7 6 3   { 9 8 4 
 } Q 4    } A K 10 9 
 
   [ K Q 5 
   ] A J 10 8 6 
   { K J 5 
   } J 6 
 
 West North East  South 
 Chun Li  Zen  Weimin 
 –  Pass  Pass  1NT 
 Pass  2}  Pass  2] 
 Pass  3NT  All Pass 
 
 West North East  South 
 Shen  K. Chiu Wenfei Wan 
 –  Pass  Pass  1NT 
 Pass  2}  Dble  2] 
 Pass  3NT  All Pass 

Wenfei's double of the Stayman response got Shen off to 
the killing lead of queen and another club and the  
contract was down one for –100. 
 
There was no double in the other room, and that is  
understandable with only a four-card club suit, but it 
meant that Chun had no reason to lead the suit. Instead, 
he led the three of diamonds to dummy's queen and a 
discouraging nine from Zen. Weimin cashed the king of 
hearts then played a spade to his king followed by the jack 
of hearts. Chun won the queen as Zen followed for the 
second successive round of hearts with his smallest card. 
would that be sufficient to make Chun switch to a club? 
No, it was too vague an inference for Chun who actually 
returned a spade. Weimin had nine tricks now for 600 
and 12 IMPs to Vincent Li; 64-104. 
 
Both N/S pairs missed a good spade game on Board 14. 
As an aside, you are North and hold: 
 
   [ 7 3 2 
   ] 10 7 6 4 2 
   { K 4 
   } K 7 3 
 
 West North East  South 
 –  –  1}  Dble 
 1]  Pass  1NT  2[ 
 Pass  ? 
 
Do you not owe partner a raise? He has shown a hand 
too good for an initial overcall, after all? North passed and 
missed the game and an opportunity to gain IMPs as at the 
other table East opened 1NT and South overcalled 2[, 
and here there was no reason to look for game. 
 
The match ended in a comfortable victory for Zen by 111
-64 IMPs. Abby and Karic Chiu, Alan Sze, Derek Zen,  
Peter Chun and Samuel Wan were the 2015 Hong Kong 
Inter-city Open Team Champions. Congratulations. 
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The Champion: Zen 

1st Runner-up: Vincent Li 
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The Champion : Alan MOK and Samuel 
CHOI 
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1
3

♠ 864 
♥ Q8653 
♦ J 
♣ J973 

  

♠ Q92 
♥ J7 
♦ K10963 
♣ 865 

N 

W E 
S 

♠ A1073 
♥ 942 
♦ A52 
♣ Q42 

  ♠ KJ5 
♥ AK10 
♦ Q874 
♣ AK10 
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The Champion: Barney LUI and Jim 
LEE  



Avia Inter-city Bridge Championships 2015

Regal Hongkong Hotel 29 July  - 2 August 2015

Winners of the Feishang Swiss Team: 
Jilin Dingyuan 
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The Champion: Kristina M Wahyu and 
Robert Parasian 
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The Champion: HIDAJAT and FRANGKY 
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The Champion: Song Hongbin and Li Yongchuan 
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