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World Championship Book 2014 

 

I have a small supply of the new 2014 World  

Championship Book, about the championships 

held in Sanya last year. These are for sale at the  

Inter-City Championships for a special price of 

just 150 HK Dollars (the normal price is US$35). 

Anyone interested can find me in the  

Championship Office. 

 

Brian Senior 

Bulletin 3 (31 July 2015) 

Today’s VuGraph Matches  

 

09:30–11:15   A2 Vincent Li      v  Dragon Kiddie 

11:25–13:10   D2 Beijing Dazhong vDragon Piggies 

14:10–16 :25                 To be announced 

16:30–18 :45                  To be announced 
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Today’s Programme  

Time 時間 Event 項目 

09:30-11:15 Open/ Youth Teams QR 8, Ladies Team SF1  

公開組／青年組初賽第八圈, 女子組決賽圈 

11:25-13:10 Open/ Youth Teams QR 9,  Ladies Team SF2  

公開組／青年組初賽第九圈, 女子組決賽圈 

13:10– 13:30 Captains Meeting 

隊長會議 

14:10– 16:25 Open QF1/ Ladies F1/ Youth  SF1 

公開組／女子組／青年組決賽圈 

16:30– 18:45 Open QF2/ Ladies F2/ Youth  SF2 

公開組／女子組／青年組決賽圈 

19:30– 24:00 San Miguel “Happy Hour” Continuous Pairs 

生力啤”歡樂時”連續式雙人賽 

Item  Amount per Unit  

Boards (sets of 32) with or without slightly used cards  HK$400  

Bidding boxes (sets of 4) with slightly used inserts  HK$60  

New bidding box inserts (sets of 4)  HK$35  

New playing cards (per deck)  HK$5  

Equipment Items for Sale 

 

Please order at the Championship Office (Forum II, B2)  

and collect on or before the afternoon of 

2 August 2015 

For any enquires about the bulletin, please contact 2890 1536 (reception)/ 

 2890 1534 (Bulletin Team). 
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Wojciech Kazmierczak's weak two-suited opening 

put a lot of momentum into the auction. Can Erdem 

Tukenmez overcalled and Fatih Aydin was far too 

strong for a simple game bid so cuebid – initially just 

an invitational-plus spade raise. When Tukenmez  

accepted the invitation, the Turks were off to the 

races and soon settled in the small slam. With any 

three-zero trump split pretty much marked as the 

length with South, and North a strong favourite to 

hold the king of hearts, 6[ is an excellent contract 

and duly rolled in for +980. 

 

The Turks do not play two-suited weak openings so 

Can Korkmaz passed as dealer in the other room. 

Kamil Nowak opened the East hand at the one level 

and Pawel Jassem's two-over-one response forced to 

game. When Nowak bid his spades for a third time, 

Jassem made a slam try, but the order of the suits 

meant that he would have had to commit to the five 

level to show the diamond control and he was not 

inclined to go past game with such a balanced hand 

with no source of tricks. Meanwhile, Nowak could 

not go on when looking at two low diamonds, so the 

slam was missed. To be fair, with no heart opening at 

this table, it was a slightly sub-par contract anyway. 

Plus 480 meant 11 IMPs to Turkey, and Poland's lead 

in the competition had not survived a single deal as 

Sweden moved into a narrow lead. Elsewhere,  

England lost 11 IMPs while Netherlands gained the 

same number to move ahead of them into fourth 

place. 

  

European Youth Team Championships 2015 
The Final Round – Poland v Turkey (U26) 

Going into the final round, Poland led the U26  

Championship by 1.87 VPs from Sweden with Norway 

8.48 VPs behind. A draw would therefore ensure the 

silver medal for the Poles, but they hadn't come this 

far to settle for anything less than gold. Behind  

Norway, England and Netherlands were waiting to 

pounce should the host nation falter at the last, but 

only the top three could still win the European title. 

 

For this final round, I will concentrate on the match 

between the leaders, Poland, and Turkey, and keep 

my fingers crossed that the decisive action doesn't 

happen elsewhere. Our match started with a slam 

board. 

 

Board 1. Dealer North. None Vul. 

 

   [ 9 

   ] K 10 6 3 2 

   { K 10 8 7 

   } J 7 3 

 [ A J 6    [ K 10 8 7 4 3 2 

 ] 8 7 5   ] A Q 4 

 { A J 9 5   { 6 3 

 } A K 10   } 8 

 

   [ Q 5 

   ] J 9 

   { Q 4 2 

   } Q 9 6 5 4 2 

 

 West North  East   South 

 Aydin Kazmierczak Tukenmez Klu-  

         kowski 

 –  2]   2[   Pass 

 3]  Pass   4[   Pass 

 5]  Pass   5NT   Pass 

 6[  All Pass 

 

 West North  East  South 

 Jassem Korkmaz  Nowak Unalan 

 –  Pass   1[  Pass 

 2}  Pass   2[  Pass 

 2NT  Pass   3[  Pass 

 4}  Pass   4]  Pass 

 4[  All Pass 
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Board 3. Dealer South. E/W Vul. 

   [ J 6 3 

   ] 10 7 6 3 

   { 9 2 

   } 10 6 5 2 

 [ K    [ A 10 7 2 

 ] A K 9 8 4 2  ] Q 5 

 { J 10 4   { A K 8 7 3 

 } K Q 3   } A 4 

 

   [ Q 9 8 5 4 

   ] J 

   { Q 6 5 

   } J 9 8 7 

 

 West North  East   South 

 Aydin Kazmierczak Tukenmez Klu-  

         kowski 

 –  –    –   2[ 

 3]  3[   3NT   All Pass 

 

 Wes t North  East   South 

 Jassem Korkmaz  Nowak  Unalan 

 –  –   –   Pass 

 1]  Pass   2{   Pass 

 3{  Pass   3[   Pass 

 3NT  Pass   4}   Pass 

 4]  Pass   4NT   Pass 

 5}  Pass   5]   Pass 

 5[  Pass   6{   All Pass 

 

On Board 1, we saw a weak two-level opening make 

it easier to reach a making slam on the opposing 

cards. Here we see the reverse effect as Michal 

Klukowski's two-suited opening took away any chance 

for the Turkish pair to have a normal exploratory  

auction. Aydin overcalled and Tukenmez closed  

proceedings with 3NT, where he made 12 tricks after 

a spade lead for +690. 

 

In the other room, there was no pre-emptive  

opening. The Poles quickly found the diamond fit and 

initially seemed to be exploring for the best game. 

However, Nowak always had greater things in mind 

and his 4} continuation over 3NT informed Jassem 

that this was actually a slam exploration. When  

Jassem co-operated with a heart cuebid, Nowak took 

control and, on discovering that the queen of trumps 

was missing when Jassem bid 5[ in response to the 

queen ask, settled for the small slam. 

Deniz Unalan led his singleton heart. Nowak won in 

hand with the queen, cashed a top diamond then 

crossed to the king of spades to lead the jack of  

diamonds. When Korkmaz followed with the nine, 

he assumed there was no four-one split and rose 

with the king then conceded a diamond so that the 

defence could not interrupt his future plans. Winning 

the return in hand, he ruffed out the hearts and had 

12 tricks for +1370 and 12 IMPs to Poland. They led 

in the match by 14-11 and also in the overall  

standings. Meanwhile, England now led their match 

while Netherlands trailed in theirs, so England were 

back up to fourth. Norway also picked up 12 IMPs 

here to cement their third place. 

 

Poland picked up another 8 IMPs on Board 4, where 

Jassem/Nowak stopped safely in 1NT+2 while Aydin/

Tukenmez were down two for –200 in a thin no 

trump game. It was 22-11 in favour of Poland. 

 

Board 6. Dealer East. E/W Vul. 

   [ Q 10 6 

   ] 5 

   { Q 6 5 

   } A Q 8 6 3 2 

 

 [ A J 9 7 5 3  [ K 4 

 ] J 8 4 2   ] 10 9 7 6 

 { J    { 9 8 7 2 

 } 9 5    } K 7 4 

 

   [ 8 6 

   ] A K Q 3 

   { A K 10 4 3 

   } J 10 

 

 West North  East   South 

 Aydin Kazmierczak Tukenmez Klu- 

         kowski 

 –  –   Pass   1{ 

 1[  2}   Pass   2] 

 Pass  2[   Pass   3} 

 Pass  4}   All Pass 

 

 West North East South 

 Jassem Korkmaz Nowak Unalan 

 –  –  Pass  1{ 

 2[  2NT  Pass  3] 

 Pass  3NT  All Pass 
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Aydin made a simple overcall and Kazmierczak  

introduced his clubs then cuebid before raising clubs 

to the four level. Perhaps he would have done better 

to try 3{ over 3} and now Klukowski might have 

bid 3[ to ask for a stopper. As it was, Klukowski 

couldn't see what game was going to make so passed 

4}. He was right in a sense, as they had just passed 

the making game. Four Clubs made on the nose,  

Kazmierczak losing two spades and the king of clubs; 

+130. 

 

In the other room, Jassem made a weak jump  

overcall and Korkmaz bid 2NT, asking for 3} to  

allow him to compete in that suit. However, with 

strong reversing values, Unalan made his natural  

rebid and now Korkmaz bid 3NT. The defence 

played three rounds of spades but Jassem did not 

have a semblance of an entry so the king of clubs was 

the only other trick for the defence; +430 and 7 

IMPs to Turkey, who closed to 18-22. 

 

On Board 7, Kazmierczak, possibly affected by having 

just missed game on Board 6, made a very aggressive 

try for game and was down one in a hopeless 5

{ while Korkmaz played in  partscore for +130 and 6 

IMPs to Turkey, and they had the lead at 24-22. 

 

After seven boards, Poland trailed by 22-24, Sweden 

led by 34-0 and Norway led by 25-0 (after six 

boards). Sweden led by over 5 VPs and Norway 

were within 5 VPs of second-placed Poland. Lower 

down the rankings, Netherlands were collapsing and 

over 30 IMPs down to Bulgaria. That meant that 

France, over 30 IMPs ahead against Italy, were up to 

fifth ahead of the Dutch. the England match was  

almost level. 

 

Poland picked up a couple of minor swings to move 

into a narrow lead in the match and then...  

 

 

Board 10. Dealer East. All Vul. 

   [ A K Q J 10 2 

   ] A Q J 5 

   { 2 

   } 9 4 

 [ 9 7 5 3   [ 6 4 

 ] 9 3    ] 10 7 4 2 

 { 9 5 4   { A K J 8 3 

 } 7 6 5 3   } Q J 

   [ 8 

   ] K 8 6 

   { Q 10 7 5 

   } A K 10 8 6 

 

 West North  East   South 

 Aydin Kazmierczak Tukenmez Klu- 

         kowski 

 –  –    Pass   1{ 

 Pass  1[    Pass   2} 

 Pass  2]    Pass    2[ 

 Pass  3[    Pass   3NT 

 Pass  4{    Pass   4] 

 Pass  4NT      Pass   5} 

 Pass  6[    All Pass 

 

 West North  East  South 

 Jassem Korkmaz  Nowak Unalan 

 –  –   1{  2} 

 Pass  2{   Dble  2NT 

 Pass  3[   Pass  3NT 

 Pass  4[   All Pass 

 

Tukenmez passed as dealer so the Poles had the  

auction to themselves. Kazmierczak's second call of 

2] was not FSF but, rather an artificial game force, a 

puppet to 2[ so that he could then continue to  

describe his hand. When he persuaded Klukowski to 

show a heart control, that fit his hand perfectly and 

he asked for key cards then bid the cold slam for 

+1430 after a top diamond lead. 

 

In the other room, Nowak opened the East hand and 

the Turkish N/S pair were in a totally different  

situation. I am sure that North's combination of bids 

should be a slam try – with only game in mind he 

would have bid 4[ over 2NT – but the whole  

situation was unclear and Unalan was never going to 

bid on when looking at a minimum overcall and  

singleton spade. Plus 680 meant 13 IMPs to Poland, 

who led by 40-24. 
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Board 11. Dealer South. None Vul. 

 

   [ 9 7 5 3 2 

   ] A J 5 

   { A J 

   } A 10 5 

 

 [ K Q 10 6   [ 8 4 

 ] 7 6 4 2   ] 8 

 { 7 6    { K Q 10 8 5 4 3 2 

 } Q 7 4   } 9 6 

 

   [ A J 

   ] K Q 10 9 3 

   { 9 

   } K J 8 3 2 

 

 West North  East   South 

 Aydin Kazmierczak Tukenmez Klu-  

         kowski 

 –  –    –   1] 

 Pass  2}   3{   4} 

 Pass  4{   Pass   4] 

 All Pass 

 

 West North  East  South 

 Jassem Korkmaz  Nowak Unalan 

 –  –   –  1] 

 Pass  2}   4{  5} 

 Pass  5{   Pass  5[ 

 Dble  6]   All Pass 

 

Both Norths started with an artificial game force and 

both Easts made a pre-emptive overcall. For  

Tukenmez, that meant a jump to 3{, over which  

Klukowski could show his second suit without too 

much pain and, when Kazmierczak made an almost 

obligatory cuebid, he could sign off in 4] to limit his 

hand. Klukowski won the diamond lead, drew trumps 

and, mindful of the bidding, played West for the club 

length by running the jack. He had 12 tricks now for 

+480. 

 

For Nowak, a pre-emptive overcall meant 4{, and that 

made Unalan's showing of the second suit a little more 

stressful. However, when Korkmaz cuebid the  

diamond control, Unalan followed through with a 

spade cuebid and found himself in 6]. 

 

 

Jassem led the king of spades. Unalan won that and 

drew trumps and, with 22 IMPs hanging on his next 

play, led a club to the ace so was down one for –50 

and 11 IMPs to Poland. Though Nowak had shown 

out on the second heart, he surely still rated to be 

the shorter defender in clubs, given his leap to 4{, 

but at the table you have to play them the way they 

feel at the time, 

 

This double whammy had propelled Poland into a  

51-24 lead. As nothing much had happened for a 

while in the Swedish match, Poland was also back on 

top of the rankings, with Sweden also losing a game 

swing to give the Poles a little breathing space.  

Elsewhere, Norway led by 28 after 14 deals, England 

trailed by 4 after 11, France had dropped a few but 

still led by 25 after 14, and Netherlands had turned 

things around to lead by 17 IMPs after 13 boards and 

move back up to fourth. That Dutch recovery was 

largely due to one of the most remarkable results I 

have ever seen at any championship on Board 10. 

While the Bulgarian N/S bid to 6[ for a solid +1430, 

their E/W pair defended 1] redoubled, making all 13 

tricks for the score of –3120, and 17 IMPs to  

Netherlands! 
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Board 16. Dealer West. E/W Vul. 

 

   [ 10 9 

   ] 8 5 

   { Q 10 6 4 2 

   } A 10 4 3 

 

 [ A     [ Q 8 5 2 

 ] A 9 4   ] K 10 7 6 

 { A J 8 3   { 9 5 

 } Q J 7 5 2   } K 8 6 

 

   [ K J 7 6 4 3 

   ] Q J 3 2 

   { K 9 

   } 9 

 

 West North  East   South 

 Aydin Kazmierczak Tukenmez Klu-  

         kowski 

 1}  Pass   1]   1[ 

 Dble  2{   Pass   2[ 

 Pass  Pass   3}   3[ 

 All Pass 

 

 West North East  South 

 Jassem Korkmaz Nowak Unalan 

 1}  Pass  1]  2[ 

 Dble  Pass  2NT  Pass 

 3}  Pass  3[  Pass 

 3NT  All Pass 

 

Jassem opened the natural variety of Polish Club, 

showing 15+ with five or more clubs, and doubled for 

take-out at his next turn. Nowak now drove to game 

– Jassem could have been stronger than this, when 

game could have been very good. 

 

 

Unalan led a low spade to the bare ace and Nowak 

led a club to his king then back to the queen and ace. 

The nine of spades was covered by queen and king 

and Unalan cleared the suit. Nowak cashed his red 

winners then exited with a diamond in hope of 

endplaying Korkmaz to lead into the club tenace at 

the end, but it was Unalan who won the diamond 

and he could claim the rest of the tricks for down 

three and –300. 

 

At the other table, Aydin opened a standard 1} then 

made a support double. He was willing to defend 2[, 

but Tukenmez competed with 3} and that pushed 

Klukowski up a level. 

 

It looked as though 3[ might be one too many, but 

Klukowski managed to bring it home. Aydin led the 

queen of clubs so he won the ace and led a heart to 

the jack and ace. Aydin cashed the ace of spades, 

which did Klukowski no harm, then switched back to 

clubs, Klukowski ruffing out the king. He led his low 

diamond next and Aydin did not read the position so 

played low and the queen scored. That gave  

Klukowski an entry to lead a second heart up,  

Tukenmez rising with the king and returning a club, 

which was just what Klukowski wanted. He ruffed, 

played queen of hearts and ruffed his last heart, 

ruffed a club and exited with the king of diamonds to 

make the king and jack of spades at the end for +140 

and hold the losss on the board to 4 IMPs. Nicely 

played, but what were the defenders thinking about? 

 

Poland still led by 23 IMPs after 15 boards but Swe-

den had overtaken them with a double game swing 

on Board 13, making 4[ one way and 4[ the other, 

to lead their match by 43 IMPs. Norway was still 

safely in third while England was back ahead of Neth-

erlands in fourth with France sixth. and then it was 

time for yet another twist at the top. 
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Board 17. Dealer North. None Vul. 

 

   [ 4 

   ] Q J 10 6 5 

   { A J 4 3 2 

   } 6 2 

 [ K 6    [ A Q 10 3 2 

 ] A K 4 3   ] 9 7 

 { Q 5    { 6 

 } K J 8 7 5   } A Q 10 9 4 

 

   [ J 9 8 7 5 

   ] 8 2 

   { K 10 9 8 7 

   } 3 

 

 West North  East   South 

 Aydin Kazmierczak Tukenmez Klu-  

         kowski 

 –  2]    2[   Pass 

 3NT  All Pass 

 

 West North  East  South 

 Jassem Korkmaz  Nowak Unalan 

 –  Pass   1[  Pass 

 2}  Pass   2[  Pass 

 2NT  Pass   3}  Pass 

 3]  Pass   4}  Pass 

 4]  Pass   4[  Pass 

 5}  Pass   6}  All Pass 

 

Those weak two-suited openings do seem to come up 

a lot, and in this match it seemed that they only came 

up on deals where the opposition had to decide 

whether or not to play slam.  

 

Kazmierczak's 2] opening took crucial space away 

from the Turks. Tukmenez overcalled 2[ and, with no 

great spade fot but plenty of high cards and a double 

heart stopper, Aydin simply jumped to 3NT so slam 

was never even in the picture. 

 

It could have been worse. Had Kazmierczak led his 

second suit, the defence would have been able to take 

the first five tricks and 3NT would have been de-

feated. As it was, he led the queen of hearts and Aydin 

took his ten winners for +430. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

At the other table there was no weak opening from 

North so the Polish E/W pair had the auction to 

themselves and made good use of the space available 

to them. Two Clubs was game-forcing,  either natu-

ral or with support. Nowak showed his minimum 

then the club support and a series of cuebids saw 

them bid smoothly to the small slam; +920 and 10 

IMPs to Poland. 

 

The Poles led by 39 IMPs with three boards to play 

but were less than a VP ahead of Sweden, who led 

their match by 48 with five boards to play. Norway 

were third, while Netherlands had just sneaked past 

England again. Poland gained 6 IMPs on Board 18 

when Turkey went down in partscores at both  

tables, but the Turks got 7 back on Board 19 when 

they made partscores at both tables. It was fitting, at 

the end of a wild and exciting set, that the last board 

of the championship should be yet another slam. 

 

Board 20. Dealer West. All Vul. 

   [ 5 2 

   ] J 5 3 

   { 9 8 7 3 2 

   } J 9 6 

 [ A K Q   [ J 10 9 6 4 3 

 ] 6 2    ] A K 10 9 

 { A 5    { Q 10 

 } K Q 10 7 4 2  } 3 

   [ 8 7 

   ] Q 8 7 4 

   { K J 6 4 

   } A 8 5 

 West North  East   South 

 Aydin Kazmierczak Tukenmez Klu- 

         kowski 

 1}  Pass   2[   Pass 

 2NT  Pass   3[   Pass 

 4}  Pass   4]   Pass 

 4NT  Pass   5}   Pass 

 6[  All Pass 

 West North  East  South 

 Jassem Korkmaz  Nowak Unalan 

 1}  Pass   1[  Pass 

 2{  Pass   3]  Pass 

 3[  Pass   4}  Dble 

 Pass  Pass   4]  Pass 

 4NT  Pass   5}  Pass 

 6[  All Pass
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Aydin opened 1}, three-plus cards, and the 2[ 

response showed 9-11 with five-plus spades and  

four-plus hearts. Two No Trump asked and 3[ showed 

the sixth spades. After an exchange of cuebids Aydin 

checked on key cards and bid the small slam. Klukowski 

led a low diamond and, with no fast discard available to 

him, Tukmenez had no option but to run it. That 

passed off peacefully so he drew trumps in two rounds 

then played the king of clubs off the table and had 12 

tricks for +1430. 

 

Jassem opened a three-way Polish Club, this time the 

strong artificial version, and his 2{ rebid was an  

artificial game force. At his next turn he agreed spade 

and, after hearing two cuebids from Nowak, asked for 

key cards and bid the slam. Unalan too led a low dia-

mond round to declarer's ten. Nowak led a club at 

trick two and when Unalan ducked he had lost his ace; 

13 tricks for +1460 and 1 IMP to Poland. 

 

The match ended in a 69-36 IMP win to Poland, 16.66-

3.34 VPs. Sweden still had three boards to play and 

were ahead by 0.92 VPs. They would win the champi-

onship if they won their match by 49 or more IMPs, 

that is, did not concede more than 10 IMPs over those 

last three deals. 

 

On Board 18, Sweden picked up 4 IMPs to lead by 63, 

defeating 1NT by one trick in one room and 2[ by one 

trick in the other. 

 

Board 19 was flat when the Swedish E/W pair went 

down one in 4[ but Greece were also down in 3[. So 

it all came down to the last deal, with Sweden having a 

14 IMP cushion. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Board 20. Dealer West. All Vul. 

 

 West    North  East  South 

 Gronkvist Oikonomo Gullberg Sakel-

    -poulos    laris 

 1}   Pass   1]  Pass 

 1[   Pass   2]  Pass 

 3[   Pass   4]  Pass 

 4NT   Pass   5}  Pass 

 6[   All Pass 

 

The Swedish transfer responses to a potentially 

short club opening made West declarer. Ioannis  

Oikonomopoulos led a diamond and there was no  

winning guess. The slam was one down for –100, 

and it was all going to be decided at the other table. 

If Greece could bid and make slam the title would 

go to Poland, if not, it would go to Sweden. 

 

 West  North East  South 

 Kapayannides Hult  Sofios Ekenberg 

 1}   Pass  1[  Pass 

 2NT   Pass  3]  Pass  

 3[   Pass  4}  Pass 

 4{   Pass  4]  Pass 

 4NT   Pass  5}  Pass 

 6[   All Pass 

 

The natural auction saw East become declarer. 

They still, however, had to bid the slam, otherwise 

Sweden would survive by a single IMP. Katerina  

Kapayannides set trumps and, after cuebidding, 

asked for key cards then bid the slam. There was 

the usual diamond lead but it didn't matter. Michalis 

Sofios had no trouble in coming to 12 tricks for 

+1430 and 17 IMPs to Greece. Sweden still won the 

match, by 75-29 IMPs, but that meant only 18.23 

VPs, and it wasn't quite enough. 

 

What an incredible finish, and if the king of  

diamonds had been in the other hand it would all 

have been so different, with Swedish joy and Polish 

tears, instead of the actual Polish joy and Swedish 

tears. 

 

Norway took bronze, while England finished fourth, 

Netherlands fifth and France sixth. 
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For Round 3 we take a look at one of the favourites, 

China's Geely Automobile, up against the China Hong 

Kong Team 308. 

 

There were moderate swings on each of the first four 

boards, after which Team 308 led by 10-3 IMPs. 

 

Board 5. Dealer North. N/S Vul. 

 

   [ J 10 6 2 

   ] J 5 3 2 

   { J 9 4 

   } 9 7 

 

 [ 7   [ A K 5 4 

 ] K 4   ] A Q 10 9 

 { A 8 7 6  { K 10 5 

 } Q J 10 8 3 2 } A K 

 

   [ Q 9 8 3 

   ] 8 7 6 

   { Q 3 2 

   } 6 5 4 

 

 West North  East  South 

 Tam  Shengyue  Tsang Bangxiang 

 –  Pass   2}  Pass 

 2]  Pass   2NT  Pass 

 3[  Pass   3NT  Pass 

 4}  Pass   4NT  Pass 

 6}  All Pass 

 

 West North East  South 

 Xiao  Koo  Xinli  Chan 

 –  Pass  1}  Pass 

 2}  Pass  2NT  Pass 

 3{  Pass  3]  Pass 

 4}  Pass  4]  Pass 

 4[  Pass  4NT  Pass 

 5}  Pass  5{  Pass 

 5]  Pass  7NT  All Pass 

 

I would love to be able to explain the first auction but I 

would be guessing about K.Y. Tam's 2] response as we 

don't have a file of all the systems at this tournament. 

After that, 3[ was obviously the start of a minor-suit slam 

hunt and 4} stressed the long clubs. When Alan Tsang 

was unable to co-operate, Tam just jumped to the small 

slam. there were 13 top tricks so that was +940 to Team 

308. 

The Geely Auto auction is easier to understand. 

One Club was strong, 2} a natural positive, and 

the next few bids also natural. Four Hearts and 4

[ were cuebids and now Gan Xinli thought he 

knew enough to take control with RKCB. Five 

Clubs showed one key card, 5{ asked about the 

queen, and the 5] response, promising both the 

club queen and heart king, was just what Xinli 

wanted to hear. Plus 1520 meant 11 IMPs to 

Geely Auto, who took the lead at 14-10. 

 

Board 6. Dealer East. E/w Vul. 

 

   [ J 10 6 2 

   ] K 10 9 8 3 

   { A K Q 

   } 3 

 

 [ 9 8 7 5   [ A 4 3 

 ] –    ] A Q 6 5 

 { 7 6 5   { 9 4 3 2 

 } A K J 8 6 2  } 7 4 

. 

   [ K Q 

   ] J 7 4 2 

   { J 10 8 

   } Q 10 9 5 

 

 West North  East  South 

 Tam  Shengyue  Tsang Bangxiang 

 –  –   Pass  Pass 

 3}  3]   Pass  3NT 

 Pass  Pass   Dble  All Pass 

 

 West North  East  South 

 Xiao  Koo   Xinli  Chan 

 –  –   Pass  Pass 

 2}  Dble   Rdbl  2] 

 Pass  Pass   Dble  Pass 

 2[  Pass   2NT  All Pass 

 

Tam opened with a 3} pre-empt in third seat 

and Gui Shengyue overcalled. When Zhang 

Bangxiang converted to 3NT, wanting to give 

weight to his club holding despite the heart sup-

port, Tsang liked his heart holding over the over-

call so doubled and Bangxiang knew that had to 

be based on a heart holding so did not run to 4] 

308 v Geely Automobile (Open Round 3) 
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Knowing where the clubs were, Tam led the nine of 

spades. Tsang won the ace and switched to club so 

Tam cashed three of those and there were still two 

hearts to come for down two and –300. 

 

Playing Precision, Shi Xiao had the option to open a 

level lower and did so. Charmian Koo doubled and 

Xinli redoubled to show strength then bid 2NT at his 

next turn and was left to play there. It is rarely right 

for the same team to declare 3NT and 2NT on the 

same deal and this time was no exception. Pearlie 

Chan led the two of hearts to the king and ace and 

declarer played a club to the jack then cashed the ace 

and was disappointed to see Koo show out. Xinli 

could do no better than to cash the king of clubs and 

switch his attention to diamonds, but there was no 

time to establish a trick in that suit so he was down 

two for –200 and 11 IMPs to Team 308, who moved 

back into the lead at 21-14. 

 

Board 7. Dealer South. All Vul. 

   [ A Q 7 

   ] A 2 

   { A J 2 

   } A Q 7 5 3 

 

 [ –    [ J 10 9 6 4 

 ] J 9 8 7 6 3  ] Q 10 4 

 { Q 9 6   { K 4 3 

 } K 8 6 4   } J 2 

 

   [ K 8 5 3 2 

   ] K 5 

   { 10 8 7 5 

   } 10 9 

 

 West North East  South 

 Tam  Shengyue Tsang Bangxiang 

 –  –  –  Pass 

 2]  Dble  Pass  2[ 

 Pass  3]  Dble  4[ 

 All Pass 

  

 West North East  South 

 Xiao  Koo  Xinli  Chan 

 –  –  –  Pass 

 Pass  2NT  Pass  3] 

 Pass  3[  Pass  3NT 

 Pass  4}  Pass  4[ 

 All Pass 

Tam opened the West hand with a weak two bid 

while the suit quality was below Xiao's tolerance 

level when vulnerable so he did not, but the only  

difference was who became declarer in the N/S 

spade game. 

 

Koo played 4[ from the North hand on a low heart 

lead to the jack and ace. She cashed the ace of 

spades, getting the bad news, and continued with a 

heart to the king followed by the nin eof clubs to her 

queen. When she continued with ace and a third 

club, Xinli ruffed in front of dummy with the nine and 

Koo over-ruffed with the king. She played a diamond 

to her ace followed by a fourth club but Xinli again 

ruffed in, this time with the ten. King and another 

diamond cashed the two defensive tricks in that suit 

and there was still another trump to come for down 

one and –100. 

 

Tam too led a heart from the West hand and 

Bangxiang won in hand then played a spade to the 

ace. A spade back to the nine and king was followed 

by three rounds of clubs, Tsang discarding a dia-

mond. Bangxiang ruffed, led a heart to the ace and 

led a fourth club, Tsang ruffing in with the ten as  

declarer pitched a diamond. Tsang returned a trump 

to dummy's bare queen and now the fifth club was 

played. Tsang ruffed in but it didn't matter – declarer 

was going to make either the club or his low spade 

as his game-going trick. Plus 620 gave Geely Auto 12 

IMPs and the lead at 26-21. 

 

It looks as though the key to making this contract 

was to win the opening lead with the king – winning 

with the ace left the North hand, for all its 21 HCP, 

short of a vital entry. 

 

Geely Auto picked up a partscore swing on Board 12 

to lead by 30-21, then the match ended with two  

sizable swings. 
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Board 13. Dealer North. All Vul. 

 

   [ Q 10 9 7 2 

   ] A Q 9 

   { J 7 

   } 8 6 2 

 [ 8 6    [ K J 5 

 ] 10 8 7 6 2  ] J 4 

 { Q 9 8 2   { A K 10 5 3 

 } J 10    } A 7 5 

   [ A 4 3 

   ] K 5 3 

   { 6 4 

   } K Q 9 4 3 

 

 West North  East  South 

 Tam  Shengyue  Tsang Bangxiang 

 –  Pass   1NT  Pass 

 2{  Pass   2]  Pass 

 Pass  2[   All Pass 

 

 West North East  South 

 Xiao  Koo  Xinli  Chan 

 –  Pass  1}  Pass 

 1{  Pass  1NT  Pass 

 2{  Pass  2]  All Pass 

 

Xinli's strong club opening discouraged his opponents 

from competing and he was left to declare 2] after a 

transfer sequence over the 1NT rebid. Chan led a  

diamond to the jack and ace. Xinli led his low heart to 

the six and nine and back came the nine of spades, 

zero or two higher. He put in the jack and when that 

forced the ace was in good shape, Chan returned the 

king of clubs so he won and played the heart jack. 

Koo won that and returned a diamond but declarer 

could win in dummy and play a third round of hearts. 

When Koo won that and played the queen of spades 

rather than a club, Xinli had an overtrick for +140. 

 

Tsang opened a strong no trump and Tam transferred 

to hearts. However, when 2] came back to Shengyue, 

he balanced with 2[ and played there, finding a pretty 

nice dummy. Tsang cashed the ace of diamonds then 

switched to the jack of hearts. Shengyue won in hand 

and led the queen of spades to the king and ace then a 

second spade. With only one trump loser, he too had 

nine tricks for +140, and 7 IMPs to Geely Auto, up by 

37-21. 

Board 14. Dealer East. None Vul. 

 

   [ K 5 

   ] J 9 8 7 4 

   { 10 

   } K J 10 5 2 

 

 [ A J    [ Q 9 8 7 2 

 ] A K Q 6   ] 10 5 3 2 

 { A K 8 6 4   { 5 

 } Q 8    } A 7 4 

 

   [ 10 6 4 3 

   ] – 

   { Q J 9 7 3 2 

   } 9 6 3 

 

 West North East  South 

 Tam  Shengyue Tsang Bangxiang 

 –  –  Pass  Pass 

 2}  Pass  2{  3{ 

 Dble  All Pass  

 

 West North East  South 

 Xiao  Koo  Xinli  Chan 

 –  –  2]  Pass 

 2NT  Pass  3}  Pass 

 3{  Pass  3[  Pass 

 4}  Pass  4{  Pass 

 6]  All Pass 

 

Tam opened 2}, strong and artificial, and Tsang  

responded 2{, weak or waiting. Bangxiang decided 

to take some bidding space away from his oppo-

nents, who were presumably about to bid and make 

at least game, and Tam doubled for penalty, ending 

the auction. 

 

Tam led a top heart, ruffed by Bangxiang, who led a 

diamond, dummy's ten winning when Tam played 

low. A second heart ruff was followed by a club, de-

clarer guessing wrong by putting up the king and los-

ing to the ace. Tsang returned a spade to his part-

ner's ace and tam cashed the ace and king of trumps 

then played a winning heart. Bangxiang could come 

top only four trump tricks and the king of spades so 

was down four for –800. That would be OK if his 

team-mates could bid and make slam, but the bad 

breaks suggested that might be a bit of a challenge. 



Avia Inter-city Bridge Championships 2015 

Regal Hongkong Hotel 富豪香港酒店  二零一五年七月二十九日至八月二日  29 July  - 2 August 2015 

二零一五年輝亞城市橋牌錦標賽 

 Sure enough, the Chinese E/W did get to slam, after a 

2] opening from Xinli showing below opening vales 

with both majors. Xiao asked a few questions then 

jumped to slam. Chan led the queen of diamonds 

which, from declarer's perspective, did no immediate 

harm. He ruffed and continued with a diamond ruff, 

the six-one split being the first piece of bad news. 

Xinli tried the spade finesse but that lost and back 

came a spade to dummy's ace. He was allowed to ruff 

another diamond then played a heart to the ace 

 followed by a fourth diamond. This time, Koo ruffed 

high and returned a trump to dummy's ten. Declarer 

played the queen of spades now fro a club pitch but 

Koo could ruff so the contract was down two for  

–100 and 14 IMPs to Team 308. 

 

The final score was 37-35 in favour of Geely Automo-

bile, or 10.66-9.34 VPs. 
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At the other table, Kyunghae Sung played two top 

diamonds. Franky Karwur ruffed and played a spade 

to the ace then a low club, winning his ten. He cashed 

five rounds of spades before playing a second club. 

Sungae Yang won and had a diamond to get off play 

with but now a heart up saw declarer get it right for 

ten tricks and +420; 10 IMPs to Pertamina. 

 

Board 18. Dealer East. N/S Vul. 

   [ Q 6 

   ] 9 8 7 

   { 8 3 2 

   } A 10 9 8 6 

 [ K J 9 8 7 3 2 [ 10 4 

 ] 4 2   ] A J 3 

 { A   { K 10 9 6 4 

 } 4 2   } Q 7 3 

   [ A 

   ] K Q 10 6 5 

   { Q J 7 5 

   } K J 6 

 West North East  South 

 Park  Tobing Kim  Asbi 

 –  –  Pass  1] 

 4[  Pass  Pass  Dble 

 All Pass 

 West North East  South 

 George Yang  Karwur Sung 

 –  –  Pass  1] 

 4[  All Pass 

Both Souths opened 1] and both Wests made the 

normal 4[ overcall. When that came back to South, 

he had significant extra values and a spade shortage, 

but did he have sufficient to encourage partner to bid 

at the five level? Asbi was willing to take the chance 

of his partner bidding something unsuccessful,  

because he knew that only a very shapely hand would 

bid on, and Tobing repaid his trust by passing. Sung 

was not so sure and passed the borderline hand. 

 

Both Norths led a heart in response to the opening 

bid and that meant that the defence had its fourth 

trick established while the diamonds were still 

blocked. Declarer had no chance after this lead and 

both were down one. That was –50 for Julius George 

but –100 for Myungkee Park, and another 2 IMPs to 

Pertamina. 

 

Board 19 was flat but there was more action on 

Board 20. 

in Round 4 of the Open, Sung (Korea) met an Indo-

nesian team, Pertamina DKI, which looked stronger 

than the one which represented the country in the 

recent APBF Championships in Bangkok and were 

expected to do well here in Hong Kong. 

 

Pertamina started with a game swing on the very first 

board of the match. 

 

Board 17. Dealer North. None Vul. 

 

   [ 8 4 

   ] A 9 2 

   { 9 7 5 2 

   } A 8 4 2 

 

 [ A    [ K Q 10 9 7 6 3 2 

 ] K 10 8 6 4  ] J 3 

 { 10 3    { 8 

 } K Q J 9 5   } 10 6 

 

   [ J 5 

   ] Q 7 6 

   { A K Q J 6 4 

   } 7 3 

 

 West North East  South 

 Park  Tobing Kim  Asbi 

 George Yang  Karwur Sung 

 –  Pass  4[  All Pass 

 

Both Easts opened 4[, as who would not, and  

neither South was tempted into an indiscretion at 

the five level. 

 

Taufik Asbi cashed the ace of diamonds, took a look 

at dummy, and switched to the five of hearts.  

Moonsub Kim thought it would be easier for South 

to switch from the ace than from the queen when 

seeing those hearts in the dummy so put up the king, 

losing to the ace. Robert Tobing switched to a trump 

to dummy's bare ace. Kim played a low club so  

Tobing won the ace and, not being sure which red 

trick might be cashing, returned a club. Kim could 

only win that and try to cash another club winner for 

a heart discard, so Asbi got s ruff for one down and 

–50. 

 

Sung v Pertamina DKI (Open Round 4) 
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Board 23. Dealer South. All Vul. 

 

   [ 9 4 

   ] 10 7 6 5 

   { 8 2 

   } J 8 7 4 3 

 

 [ K Q 10 8   [ 6 2 

 ] A 8 4   ] K J 9 3 

 { 10 4    { A K 7 6 5 3 

 } A 10 5 2   } K 

   [ A J 7 5 3 

   ] Q 2 

   { Q J 9 

   } Q 9 6 

 

 West North East  South 

 Park  Tobing Kim  Asbi 

  –  –  –  1[  

 Pass  Pass  2{  All Pass 

 

 West North East  South 

 George Yang  Karwur Sung 

  –  –  –  1[ 

 Pass  Pass  2{  Pass 

 2[  Pass  3]  Pass 

 3NT  All Pass 

 

Clearly neither E/W pair play the style where to  

double then bid 2{ over a 2} response just showed 

diamonds with four hearts, as opposed to a hand too 

strong for an immediate overcall. This 'equal level 

conversion' is a popular one in the UK, and is ideal 

for a hand like East's. Anyway, that was not a  

problem on this deal. The problem for the Korean 

team was that, where George drove to game with 

the West cards via a 2[ cuebid, Park did not bid at 

all facing the overcall. 

 

Yang led the nine of spades against 3NT. That was 

ducked to the ten and George in turn ducked a  

diamond. Sung won and returned a low club but 

there was only the ace of spades to come from here; 

+660. 

 

Two Diamonds made ten tricks for an inadequate 

+130 and 11 IMPs to Pertamina, who led by 27-12. 

Board 20. Dealer West. All Vul. 

   [ 6 

   ] K 10 8 4 3 2 

   { Q 10 8 7 

   } 7 6 

 [ A K J 10 3 [ Q 9 7 

 ] A J   ] Q 5 

 { 6 5   { A J 9 3 

 } 8 5 3 2  } K J 10 9 

   [ 8 5 4 2 

   ] 9 7 6 

   { K 4 2 

   } A Q 4 

 

 West North East  South 

 Park  Tobing Kim  Asbi 

 1[  Pass  2}  Pass 

 3}  Pass  3[  Pass 

 4[  All Pass 

 West North East  South 

 George Yang  Karwur Sung 

 1[  Pass  1NT  Pass 

 2}  Pass  4[  All Pass 

 

Karwur started with a forcing 1NT response then 

jumped to the spade game at his next turn, showing 

game values but nothing special so not worth a slam 

try. Kim started with a two-over-one response and 

the club fit was found. He in turn showed his spade 

support but Park was uninterested in slam so just 

raised himself to game. 

 

Yang led the eight of diamonds, third and fifth, to the 

nine and king, and Sung switched to a heart. George 

rose with the ace, drew trumps in four rounds and 

played a club to the jack and queen. Yang played king 

and another heart so George ruffed, took the diamond 

finesse, then played a second club. Out of hearts by this 

point, Sung had to give the last two tricks to dummy; 

down one for –100.  

 

Tobing led a heart so Park put up the queen then 

drew four rounds of trumps before playing a club to 

the nine and queen. He won the heart return and 

played a second club, coming to five spades, two 

clubs, two hearts and the ace of diamonds; +620 and 

12 IMPs back to Sung, tying the match at 12-12. 

 

Two small swings put Pertamina into a 16-12 lead. 

then came the next major swing. 
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Board 24. Dealer West. None Vul. 

   [ A J 10 8 4 2 

   ] – 

   { J 9 5 

   } A 5 3 2 

 

 [ Q 6   [ K 9 7 5 3 

 ] Q J 10 7  ] 9 6 5 

 { A 6   { K Q 8 3 

 } K Q 7 6 4 } 10 

 

   [ – 

   ] A K 8 4 3 2 

   { 10 7 4 2 

   } J 9 8 

 West North East  South 

 Park  Tobing Kim  Asbi 

 1}  1[  1NT  2] 

 All Pass 

 

 West North East  South 

 George Yang  Karwur Sung 

 2}  2[  Pass  Pass 

 Dble  Pass  Pass  3] 

 Dble  3[  Dble  All Pass 

 

Park opened at the one level and everybody got their 

bidding done at a comfortable level before Asbi was 

left to declare 2]. That showed good discipline from 

Tobing, who could hardly have been thrilled at his 

partner's 2] bid and did have a sixth spade to tempt 

him to 'correct' to what he might have thought to be 

a better spot. 

 

The lead was the king of clubs. Asbi won the ace and 

took a diamond pitch on the ace of spades then ruffed 

a spade to hand to play three rounds of hearts. Park 

won the third heart and played the queen of clubs. 

That set up declarer's nine and he had four hearts, a 

spade and two clubs for down one and –50. 

 

George opened 2}, natural with five-plus clubs and 

below 16 HCP. Yang made a perfectly normal overcall 

and Sung passed for now, knowing a misfit when he 

saw one. However, when George made a reopening 

double and Karwur left it in, Sung ran to 3], only to 

be doubled by George. Where Tobing had shown  

discipline at the other table, Yang did not. He 

'corrected' to 3[ and that received another penalty 

double, ending the auction. 

Karwur led the singleton club to the jack, queen and 

ace, and yang played ace of spade followed by the 

jack, losing to George's queen. George cashed the 

king of clubs then played a suit-preference four to 

give Karwur a ruff. Back came a low diamond to the 

ace so he cashed the seven of clubs then continued 

with the six, ruffed and over-ruffed. Karwur had two 

diamonds and the king of spades to come for down 

five and –1100; 14 IMPs to Pertamina and a 41-12 

IMP lead. 

 

Board 25. Dealer North. E/W Vul. 

 

   [ K 7 6 5 

   ] 3 2 

   { Q 9 6 

   } Q J 7 3 

 

 [ J 4 3 2   [ 9 

 ] K 5    ] Q 8 7 

 { A K 10 8 3  { J 7 5 

 } 8 4    } A K 10 9 5 2 

 

   [ A Q 10 8 

   ] A J 10 9 6 4 

   { 4 2 

   } 6 

 

 West North East  South 

 Park  Tobing Kim  Asbi 

 –  Pass  1}  1] 

 Dble  Pass  2}  All Pass 

 

 West North East  South 

 George Yang  Karwur Sung 

 –  Pass  Pass  1] 

 Pass  1NT  2}  2] 

 Dble  Pass  2NT  All Pass 

 

Kim opened the East hand then rebid his clubs facing 

the negative double and was left to play in a peaceful 

2}. Asbi led the four of diamonds and Kim ran it to 

Tobing's queen. Tobing switched to a spade and Asbi 

won and played a second round, ruffed. Kim cashed 

the top clubs then played on diamonds and lost two 

clubs and a heart; just making for +90. 
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Kim opened 1} and Asbi overcalled 1[ then jumped 

to game facing the support-promising cuebid. That 

left Park with no room to support clubs unless he 

was willing to commit to the five level opposite a 

hand that could double 2} to show a good suit. Not 

surprisingly at this vulnerability, he was unwilling to 

make that commitment. Five Clubs doubled would 

have cost –500. 

 

Park led the nine of hearts. Asbi won the king and 

played on spades and had 12 tricks for +680. 

Karwur opened 2}, Precision, and Sung doubled. 

When George jumped pre-emptively to 4}, Tobing 

bid game in his four-card major and Karwur went on 

to 5}. I am not sure that I would have bid 5] with 

the South cards, given that I am minimum in high-card 

terms and have only three hearts, but Sung did so and 

5] ended the auction. Yang ruffed the club lead and 

played on spades. Karwur won the first spade and 

forced dummy to ruff a second club but declarer was 

in complete control. He cashed the ace of hearts, 

came back to hand with a diamond to the ace, then 

cashed the king and queen of hearts and simply played 

winners at Karwur, who could make only his boss 

trump; 11 tricks for +650 but 1 IMP to Pertamina, up 

by 42-19. 

Slightly surprisingly, Karwur did not open a Precision 

2}, preferring to pass when vulnerable. He came in 

with a 2} overcall at his next turn, however, then  

responded 2NT to George's competitive double.  

Karwur won the opening heart lead with dummy's 

king and cashed the top diamonds to see if the queen 

would fall. No luck there, so he switched his attention 

to clubs, leading low and putting in the ten when Yang 

did not split his honours. That was a brave play at a 

point when he might not have made any more tricks 

had the club lost. Karwur cashed the top clubs then 

exited with a spade but Yang overtook Sung's queen 

to push a heart through and the defence had the rest 

for down two and –200, so 7 IMPs to Sung who 

closed to 19-41. 

 

Board 26. Dealer East. All Vul. 

 

   [ K Q 10 

   ] K Q 5 2 

   { A 9 8 7 

   } 6 4 

 

 [ 9 8 3   [ A 6 

 ] 9 3    ] J 10 7 4 

 { 6 5 4   { 10 

 } J 9 5 3 2   } A K Q 10 8 7 

 

   [ J 7 5 4 2 

   ] A 8 6 

   { K Q J 3 2 

   } – 

 

 West North East  South 

 Park  Tobing Kim  Asbi 

 –  –  1}  1[ 

 Pass  2}  Dble  4[ 

 All Pass 

 

 West North East  South 

 George Yang  Karwur Sung 

 –  –  2}  Dble 

 4}  4]  5}  5] 

 All Pass 
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Sung led the jack of clubs. Karwur won the king and 

led a low heart towards the queen, Sung winning the 

ace and continuing with s second heart for his  

partner to ruff. Yang returned a diamond but Karwur 

put in the queen and led a spade to the ten, losing to 

the jack, won the diamonds return and discarded 

dummy's last diamond on a heart winner. Yang ruffed 

and returned a club but Karwur could win, cash the 

ace of spades and just lose one more trump trick for 

+110. 

 

In the other room, Asbi too opened a multi and Park 

too made a delayed double. Here. however, the  

double was not limited, this being the way to deal 

with a hand short in hearts even with very good  

values. Accordingly, Kim cuebid, showing four spades 

plus a heart stopper and forcing to game. When his 

opponents bid to 4[, Tobing looked at his excellent 

rump holding and doubled. 

 

Tobing led his singleton heart so Asbi won and gave 

him a ruff. Park put in the queen on the diamond 

 return then led a spade, getting the bad news. He 

put up the ace and led a club to the king then played 

a winning heart for a diamond pitch. Tobing ruffed 

and cashed the king and queen of spades but that 

was all; down two for –300 and 9 IMPs to Pertamina, 

51-19. 

 

 

Board 27. Dealer South. None Vul. 

 

   [ K Q J 7 2 

   ] 3 

   { K 9 6 5 

   } Q 3 2 

 

 [ A 10 4 3   [ 9 8 6 5 

 ] Q 8    ] K J 9 5 

 { 8 4 3   { A Q 7 

 } A 7 6 5   } K 4 

 

   [ – 

   ] A 10 7 6 4 2 

   { J 10 2 

   } J 10 9 6 

 

 West North East  South 

 Park  Tobing Kim  Asbi 

 –  –  –  2{ 

 Pass  2]  Pass  Pass 

 Dble  Pass  3]  Pass 

 3[  Pass  4[  Pass 

 Pass  Dble  All Pass 

 

 West North East  South 

 George Yang  Karwur Sung 

  –  –  –  2{ 

 Pass  2]  Pass  Pass 

 Dble  Pass  2[  All Pass 

 

Sung opened a multi 2{ and George passed as West 

then doubled for take-out when the pass or correct 

2] response came back to him. Karwur responded  

2[, clearly understanding from their methods that the 

double was just a balancing effort and so was limited. 

This was a very good time to play such methods, as it 

turned out. 
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With no take-out double from his partner, sung was 

not tempted to make such an aggressive opening lead 

as at the other table and chose the four of hearts. 

Yang won and returned the suit so the defence began 

with three rounds of trumps and there were no ruffs 

to be had in the dummy. there was nothing Karwur 

could do and he came to just three trumps and three 

aces so was down two for –200 and 8 IMPs to Sung. 

They still trailed by 27-52 going into the final deal. 

 

Board 30. Dealer East. None Vul. 

 

   [ K 

   ] K 3 2 

   { A K J 9 2 

   } K 7 6 5 

 

 [ Q 8    [ 7 5 4 3 2 

 ] Q 10 8 6 4  ] 7 5 

 { Q 10 7 6 4 3  { 5 

 } –    } A J 10 9 8 

 

   [ A J 10 9 6 

   ] A J 9 

   { 8 

   } Q 4 3 2 

 

 West North East  South 

 Park  Tobing Kim  Asbi 

 –  –  Pass  1[  

 2[  Dble  2NT  Pass 

 3{  Dble  3]  Pass 

 Pass  Dble  All Pass 

 

 West North East  South 

 George Yang  Karwur Sung 

 –  –  Pass  1[ 

 2[  Dble  3}  Pass 

 3{  Dble  3]  Pass 

 Pass  Dble  All Pass 

 

 

 

Board 29. Dealer North. All Vul. 

 

   [ K J 10 9 

   ] A 8 

   { 10 7 4 

   } K 10 6 2 

 

 [ 5    [ A 7 4 2 

 ] Q 9 7   ] J 10 6 3 2 

 { Q J 9 6 5 2  { A 3 

 } 9 7 4   } A J 

 

   [ Q 8 6 3 

   ] K 5 4 

   { K 8 

   } Q 8 5 3 

 

 West North East  South 

 Park  Tobing Kim  Asbi 

 –  Pass  1]  Pass 

 2]  Dble  2[  Pass 

 3]  All Pass 

 

 West North East  South 

 George Yang  Karwur Sung 

 –  Pass  1]  Pass 

 1[  Pass  1NT  Pass 

 2]  All Pass 

 

Park raised hearts and Tobing doubled for take-out. 

Kim now made a very optimistic game try and Park 

quickly signed off. Asbi made the attacking lead of the 

king of diamonds, but this proved not to be the time 

for such enterprise. Kim won the ace and played ace 

of spades and ruffed one, a club to the ace and ruffed 

a second spade, then conceded a club. Asbi won that 

and returned a trump. Tobing won the ace and 

cashed the king of spades then played a diamond but 

declarer could win in dummy and ruff a club back to 

hand to play the jack of hearts, losing only to the 

king. Kim had nine tricks for +140. 

 

George responded 1[, the equivalent of a forcing no 

trump in his methods. Karwur's 1NT rebid showed 

spades and now George showed his heart support in 

a poor hand by going back to 2], ending the auction. 

 

 



Avia Inter-city Bridge Championships 2015 

Regal Hongkong Hotel 富豪香港酒店  二零一五年七月二十九日至八月二日  29 July  - 2 August 2015 

二零一五年輝亞城市橋牌錦標賽 

The final deal turned out to be a bloody affair when 

both Wests were willing to drive to three level with a 

Michaels Cuebid to get their shapely hand across.  

Facing a passed partner, both presumably did so as a 

pre-emptive measure, as they could hardly hope to be 

making anything at a high level with a hand containing 

no ace or king. well, their opponents did have game 

on but nothing more, and the price was a lot more 

than the value of that game when the two N/Ss both 

did well by playing for a penalty. In both rooms, North 

started with a value-showing double, doubled 3{ for 

penalty and, when East gave reluctant preference to 

hearts, made a second penalty double. 

 

Sung led his singleton diamond against 3] doubled. 

That went to the ten and jack and Yang cashed the 

king of spades then played a top diamond, ruffed with 

the five and over-ruffed. Sung cashed the ace of 

spades then continued with another spade winner, 

ruffed low and over-ruffed with the king. Now Yang 

played back a heart so Sung won the ace and returned 

a club – why not a spade? That went to the king and 

ace with declarer discarding a diamond from dummy, 

and now Karwur played back the club eight and, when 

Sung failed to cover, pitched another diamond. The 

next club was covered and ruffed, and now Karwur 

exited with a diamond and came to two trumps at the 

end for down four and –800. 

George/Karwur would have been concerned about 

their result on this deal, but they need not have 

been. In the other room, Asbi too led his singleton 

diamond and the eight was allowed to hold the trick. 

He switched to the ace of spades, dropping his  

partner's king, then gave Tobing a spade ruff. A club 

return went to the nine, queen and ruff, and Kim 

ruffed a diamond. Asbi over-ruffed and played a 

spade, ruffed low and over-ruffed with the king, and 

Tobing returned a top diamond, ruffed and over-

ruffed. Asbi cashed the ace of hearts now then got 

out with the nine of spades and Kim ruffed. He 

played the queen of diamonds and Tobing could only 

cash the jack then concede the last two tricks to  

declarer, who was down five for –1100 and 7 IMPs 

to Pertamina. 

 

The Indonesian team, Pertamina DKI, had won the 

match by 59-27 IMPs, 17.34-2.66 VPs, and topped 

their qualifying group after four rounds of play. 
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There had been diamond bids from West in the other 

room also, but He Wenjiong persuaded himself to 

lead the ten of spades instead, perhaps thinking that 

only one diamond was likely to stand up. The spade 

went to the queen and ace and Baron Ng cashed the 

jack, crossed to the ace of clubs and took a diamond 

pitch on the king of spades. When he saw the nine fall 

on his left, he continued with the spade eight and 

three his remaining diamond. Wenjiong ruffed and 

gave his partner a club ruff, but there was just one 

more trump trick for the defence; ten tricks for +620 

and 12 IMPs to Dragon Piggies, ahead by 15-0. 

 

Jilin Dingyuan had clawed back 4 IMPs over the 

course of the next five boards to close to 4-15. Then 

they pulled a lot closer on this next deal. 

 

Board 8. Dealer West. None Vul. 

 

   [ 9 5 

   ] J 4 

   { A K Q J 9 6 2 

   } K 10 

 

 [ A K Q J 6 3  [ 10 8 4 

 ] 8 7    ] Q 5 3 2 

 { 10 4    { – 

 } 5 4 2   } A Q 9 8 6 3 

 

   [ 7 2 

   ] A K 10 9 6 

   { 8 7 5 3 

   } J 7 

 

 West North East  South 

 Fung  Zhanxue Cheung Zhang 

 1[  2{  Dble  2] 

 2[  3{  4[  5{ 

 Pass  Pass  5[  All Pass 

 

 West North East  South 

 Zhanjie Ng  Wenjiong Lau 

 1[  3[  4[  Dble 

 All Pass 

 

Round 5 of the Open featured a match between 

Dragon Piggies of China Hong Kong and Jilin Dingyuan 

of Jilin, China. 

 

Dragon Piggies picked up 3 IMPs on the first board 

when they defeated partscores by one trick at each 

table for a pairs of +50s, and they picked up  

something rather more substantial on Board 2. 

 

Board 2. Dealer East. N/S Vul. 

   [ A J 

   ] A J 9 7 6 3 

   { 9 2 

   } 10 3 2 

 

 [ Q 6 5 3   [ 10 9 7 

 ] Q 5    ] K 10 8 

 { A K Q 6 5 4  { 8 7 3 

 } 4    } J 9 8 6 

 

   [ K 8 4 2 

   ] 4 2 

   { J 10 

   } A K Q 7 5 

 

 West North East  South 

 Fung   Zhanxue Cheung Zhang 

 –  –   Pass  2} 

 2{  3]  Pass  4] 

 All Pass 

 

 West North East  South 

 Zhanjie Ng  Wenjiong Lau 

 –  –  Pass  1} 

 1{  1]  Pass  1[ 

 2{  2]  3{  3] 

 Pass  4]  All Pass 

 

There are four top losers in a heart game, two 

 diamonds and a trump trick, but that doesn't mean 

that it can never be made. 

 

Leo Cheung had heard a diamond overcall from his 

partner, Chris Fung, so was not too hard pressed to 

find the killing diamond lead. Fung took two of those 

then switched to a spade. Liu Zhanxue overtook his 

jack with the king to lead a heart to the nine and ten, 

won the spade return and cashed the heart ace; down 

one for –100. 

 

 

Dragon Piggies v Jilin Dingyuan (Open Round 5) 
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Zhanxue opened 2NT and showed his five-card suit 

in response to Puppet Stayman. Cheung led the seven 

of hearts against 3NT and that ran to declarer's ten. 

Zhanxue ducked a spade at trick two, losing to the 

jack, and back came a heart to his king. He cashed 

two top spades, discovering the bad break, so next 

crossed to dummy with a diamond to lead a club up. 

the seven went to the ten, jack and queen, and back 

came a club to the ace. Zhanxue had nine tricks now 

for +400. 

 

Ng opened a multi then described his balanced hand 

with spades. Wenjiong made the fourth-best diamond 

lead of the seven to the jack and king, and Ng cashed 

the king of hearts, then ducked a spade. Back came 

the ten of diamonds, overtaken with the queen and 

ducked. Wenjiong continued with another diamond 

to dummy's ace and Zhanjie threw the ten of clubs 

and Ng his low club. Ng led a heart to the ten, cashed 

the ace of hearts and two top spades then, seeing 

that he was a trick short, led the jack of clubs from 

hand and when the ace appeared had nine tricks for 

+400 and  aflat board, but Ng had been forced to 

work hard after the diamond lead. 

 

Board 10. Dealer East. All Vul. 

 

   [ 10 8 

   ] K J 10 7 2 

   { Q J 

   } K 9 7 2 

 [ A J 7    [ 9 4 

 ] A Q 5   ] 8 6 3 

 { A K 7 3   { 10 9 6 4 

 } A 8 3   } Q 10 6 4 

   [ K Q 6 5 3 2 

   ] 9 4 

   { 8 5 2 

   } J 5 

 

 West North East  South 

 Fung  Zhanxue Cheung Zhang 

 –  –  Pass  2[ 

 3NT  All Pass 

 West North East  South 

 Zhanjie Ng  Wenjiong Lau 

 –  –  Pass  Pass 

 1}  1{  Pass  1] 

 2NT  Pass  3NT  All Pass 

Zhanxue contented himself with a simple overcall of 2

{ then repeated the suit at his next turn. He would 

have been happy to hear his partner compete with 5

{ over 4[, but Cheung was unwilling to defend when 

looking at a diamond void so 5{ did not buy the  

contract, it merely pushed E/W up to an uncomforta-

bly high level. However, 5[ was fated to succeed on 

any lead and, when Zhanxue led a top diamond, Fung 

ruffed. He could have made all the tricks from here 

but played a low heart off the dummy at trick two. 

Zhang went in with the king and led a trump so Fung 

won, drew the missing trumps and took a club finesse. 

When the clubs came in without loss, he had 12 tricks 

for +480. 

 

Ng made a jump cuebid, asking for a spade stopper. 

When Wenjiong raised to 4[, Tony Lau doubled,  

ending the auction. Zhanjie ruffed the diamond lead 

and came to hand with a trump to play a club to the 

queen. He continued by cashing the ace and, when the 

suit divided evenly, could draw the rest of the trumps 

and cash all 13 tricks for +890 and 9 IMPs to Jilin  

Dingyuan; 13-15. 

 

Board 9. Dealer North. E/W Vul. 

   [ A K Q 6 2 

   ] A K 10 

   { K 3 

   } K J 5 

 [ J 9 8 7 3   [ 5 4 

 ] Q 9 8 6   ] 7 3 

 { J 10    { Q 9 8 7 6 5 

 } A 10    } Q 4 2 

   [ 10 

   ] J 5 4 2 

   { A 4 2 

   } 9 8 7 6 3 

 

 West North East  South 

 Fung  Zhanxue Cheung Zhang 

 –  2NT  Pass 3 } 

 Pass  3[  Pass  3NT 

 All Pass 

 

 West North East  South 

 Zhanjie Ng  Wenjiong Lau 

 –  2{  Pass  2] 

 Pass  2NT  Pass  3} 

 Pass  3[  Pass  3NT 

 All Pass 
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Zhang opened a weak two bid and Fung overcalled 

3NT, where he played. the ten of spades went to the 

queen and duck, and Zhang switched to the nine of 

hearts. Fung went up with the ace and cashed the top 

diamonds, getting some very good news for a change. 

He continued with a third diamond to dummy, took 

the marked spade finesse, cashed the ace of spades 

and fourth diamond, then ran the queen of clubs to 

Zhanxue's king. The nine of clubs return was covered 

by ten, jack and ace, and the eight of clubs was the 

ninth trick; +600. 

 

Lau did not open the South hand and Ng made a 

transfer  overcall  of  Zhenjie's  strong club opening. 

Zhenjie was soon declaring 3NT, against which ng led 

the ten of hearts round to his queen.  

 

Declarer played ace of clubs then a low club to the 

ten, losing to the jack. The hearts were cleared and 

now declarer cashed the top diamonds then, when the 

queen and jack fell, two more diamonds. Finally, he led 

a spade off the table but, when Lau did not split, went 

up with the ace and had only eight tricks for down 

one and –100; 12 IMPs to Dragon Piggies, who led by 

27-13. 

 

Board 11. Dealer South. None Vul. 

 

   [ 10 

   ] 8 6 5 

   { A 10 9 2 

   } Q 9 8 7 5 

 [ 5    [ 9 8 6 3 

 ] K J 7 3 2   ] A Q 10 4 

 { K 7 6   { Q 8 5 4 

 } K J 10 3   } A 

   [ A K Q J 7 4 2 

   ] 9 

   { J 3 

   } 6 4 2 

 

 West North East South 

 Fung Zhanxue Cheung Zhang 

 – – – 1[ 

 Dble Pass 2[ 3[ 

 Pass Pass 4] All Pass 

 West North East South 

 Zhanjie Ng Wenjiong Lau 

 – – – 3[ 

 All Pass 

Lau opened 3[, which looks too little to me when 

you think what a non-vulnerable pre-empt could be 

based on. However, when Zhanjie was unwilling to 

make a take-out double on an 11-count, despite  

having the spade shortage, Lau bought the contract. 

Zhanjie led the six of diamonds, ducked to the eight 

and jack, and Lau could draw trumps and claim nine 

tricks for an excellent +140. 

 

Zhang agreed with me that the South hand was not 

a 3[ bid and opened 1[ instead – anyone for 4[? 

fung had no trouble in finding a take-out double at 

this level and Cheung cuebid in response then bid 

4] when Zhang's 3[ came back to him. Zhang 

cashed a top spade then played a second round but 

Cheung could ruff high in dummy, play a heart to the 

ace, cash the ace of clubs and take a second high 

spade ruff before pitching the last spade on the king 

of clubs. there were two diamonds to lose from 

here but that meant ten tricks for +420 and 11 IMPs 

to Dragon Piggies. 

 

The final result was 38-19 in favour of Dragon  

Piggies, or 15.06-4.94 VPs 

 

. 



Avia Inter-city Bridge Championships 2015 

Regal Hongkong Hotel 富豪香港酒店  二零一五年七月二十九日至八月二日  29 July  - 2 August 2015 

二零一五年輝亞城市橋牌錦標賽 



Avia Inter-city Bridge Championships 2015 

Regal Hongkong Hotel 富豪香港酒店  二零一五年七月二十九日至八月二日  29 July  - 2 August 2015 

二零一五年輝亞城市橋牌錦標賽 



Avia Inter-city Bridge Championships 2015 

Regal Hongkong Hotel 富豪香港酒店  二零一五年七月二十九日至八月二日  29 July  - 2 August 2015 

二零一五年輝亞城市橋牌錦標賽 

第 1轮 

第 3副 

东西有局 

♠ 864 

♥ Q8653 

♦ J 

♣ J973 

  

♠ Q92 

♥ J7 

♦ K10963 

♣ 865 

N 

W E 

S 

♠ A1073 

♥ 942 

♦ A52 

♣ Q42 

  ♠ KJ5 

♥ AK10 

♦ Q874 

♣ AK10 

  



Avia Inter-city Bridge Championships 2015 

Regal Hongkong Hotel 富豪香港酒店  二零一五年七月二十九日至八月二日  29 July  - 2 August 2015 

二零一五年輝亞城市橋牌錦標賽 



Avia Inter-city Bridge Championships 2015 

Regal Hongkong Hotel 富豪香港酒店  二零一五年七月二十九日至八月二日  29 July  - 2 August 2015 

二零一五年輝亞城市橋牌錦標賽 



Avia Inter-city Bridge Championships 2015 

Regal Hongkong Hotel 富豪香港酒店  二零一五年七月二十九日至八月二日  29 July  - 2 August 2015 

二零一五年輝亞城市橋牌錦標賽 



Avia Inter-city Bridge Championships 2015 

Regal Hongkong Hotel 富豪香港酒店  二零一五年七月二十九日至八月二日  29 July  - 2 August 2015 

二零一五年輝亞城市橋牌錦標賽 



Avia Inter-city Bridge Championships 2015 

Regal Hongkong Hotel 富豪香港酒店  二零一五年七月二十九日至八月二日  29 July  - 2 August 2015 

二零一五年輝亞城市橋牌錦標賽 



Avia Inter-city Bridge Championships 2015 

Regal Hongkong Hotel 富豪香港酒店  二零一五年七月二十九日至八月二日  29 July  - 2 August 2015 

二零一五年輝亞城市橋牌錦標賽 



Avia Inter-city Bridge Championships 2015 

Regal Hongkong Hotel 富豪香港酒店  二零一五年七月二十九日至八月二日  29 July  - 2 August 2015 

二零一五年輝亞城市橋牌錦標賽 



Avia Inter-city Bridge Championships 2015 

Regal Hongkong Hotel 富豪香港酒店  二零一五年七月二十九日至八月二日  29 July  - 2 August 2015 

二零一五年輝亞城市橋牌錦標賽 



Avia Inter-city Bridge Championships 2015 

Regal Hongkong Hotel 富豪香港酒店  二零一五年七月二十九日至八月二日  29 July  - 2 August 2015 

二零一五年輝亞城市橋牌錦標賽 



Avia Inter-city Bridge Championships 2015 

Regal Hongkong Hotel 富豪香港酒店  二零一五年七月二十九日至八月二日  29 July  - 2 August 2015 

二零一五年輝亞城市橋牌錦標賽 



Avia Inter-city Bridge Championships 2015 

Regal Hongkong Hotel 富豪香港酒店  二零一五年七月二十九日至八月二日  29 July  - 2 August 2015 

二零一五年輝亞城市橋牌錦標賽 

Acknowledgement 鳴謝 
 

The Hong Kong Contract Bridge Association Limited wishes to express its    
sincere thanks to: 

 

香港橋牌協會有限公司謹向以下各機構致謝:  

  

Leisure and Cultural Services Department 康樂及文化事務署  

   

Avia Asset Management Limited  輝亞資產管理有限公司 

COVA Caffè Ristorante   

Feishang Group 飛尚集團 

Geely Automobile Holdings Limited 吉利汽車控股有限公司 

Hong Kong Executive Search 香港企管人才資源顧問有限公司  

Regal Hongkong Hotel 富豪香港酒店 

San Miguel Brewery Hong Kong Ltd. 香港生力啤酒廠有限公司 

Xiashun Holdings Limited 廈順控股有限公司  

  


