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World Championship Book 2014 

 

I have a small supply of the new 2014 World Champi-

onship Book, about the championships held in Sanya 

last year. These are for sale at the Inter-City Champi-

onships for a special price of just 150 HK Dollars (the 

normal price is US$35). 

Anyone interested can find me in the Championship 

Office. 

 

Brian Senior 

Bulletin 2 (30 July 2015) 

Today’s VuGraph Matches  

09:30–11 :00 Pertamina-DKI  v  Sung 

11:25–13:10  Dragon Piggies  v  Jilin Dingyuan 

14:10–15:55  Dragon Kiddie   v  Fukien Athetic Club 

16:05–17:50  Konckier    v  Pertamina Ladies-DKI 
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Today’s Programme  

Time 時間 Event 項目 

09:30-11:15 Open/ Ladies/ Youth Teams QR 4 

公開組／女子組／青年組初賽第四圈 

11:25-13:10 Open/ Ladies/ Youth Teams QR 5  

公開組／女子組／青年組初賽第五圈 

14:10-15:55 Open/ Ladies/ Youth Teams QR 6 

公開組／女子組／青年組初賽第六圈 

16:05-17:50 Open/ Ladies/ Youth Teams QR 7 

公開組／女子組／青年組初賽第七圈 

17:50– 18:10 Ladies Captains Meeting 

女子組隊長會議 

19:30- 23:30 HKES IMP Pairs  

香港企管人才資源顧問國際序分雙人賽 

Item  Amount per Unit  

Boards (sets of 32) with or without slightly used cards  HK$400  

Bidding boxes (sets of 4) with slightly used inserts  HK$60  

New bidding box inserts (sets of 4)  HK$35  

New playing cards (per deck)  HK$5  

Equipment and Souvenir Items for Sale 

Please order at the Championship Office (Forum II, B2)  

and collect on or before the afternoon of 

2 August 2015 
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The European Open Championships 2015 

The 2015 European Open Championships were held in 
Tromso, in the far north of Norway, from June 27th to July 

11th. 
 
Barry Rigal wrote up in the Bulletin these first two deals 
from the Open Pairs semi-final. 

 
Board 27. Dealer South. None Vul. 

 
   [ A 8 3 2 
   ] Q J 10 6 4 2 

   { A 
   } 8 2 
 
 [ J 6 5   [ K Q 10 7 4 

 ] A K 8 5   ] 3 

 { 10 6 3   { K Q 8 4 2 
 } K 7 5   } A Q 
 
   [ 9 

   ] 9 7 

   { J 9 7 5 
   } J 10 9 6 4 3 
  
 West North East  South 

 Carroll   Hanlon 
 – –  Pass 

 1} 1]  Dble(i) Pass 
 1[ 2]  4NT  Pass 

 5} Pass 5[  All Pass 
 
(i) Four or more spades 
Irish pair, Tom Hanlon and John Carroll got a level too 
high for comfort when Hanlon took the simple approach 

of asking for key cards and was disappointed by the one 
key-card response. 
Carroll won the heart lead in hand and led a spade to the 
king then continued with the queen, again ducked by 

North. A third spade was won with the ace and back came 
a club. Carroll won the ace and knew all but one of 

North’s cards – he had to have six hearts, four spades, the 
ace of diamonds to justify his bidding, and a small club. 
Carroll therefore drew the last trump to leave this ending: 

   [ – 
   ] J 10 6 4 
   { A 

   } 8 
 [ –   [ – 

 ] A   ] – 
 { 10 6 3  { K Q 8 4 2 
 } K 7   } Q 
   [ – 

   ] – 

   { J 9 7 5 
   } J 10 
. 

Carroll overtook the queen of clubs with his king and led 
a low diamond. North had to win his bare ace and had 

nothing left but hearts. The heart went to declarer’s ace 
and squeezed South in the minors along the way to pro-
vide the eleventh trick. Plus 450 was worth an 80% 
score. 

 
Had North started with two diamonds and a singleton 

club, he would have ducked the first diamond and Carroll 
would have played a low one back to the now bare ace 
and the remaining diamonds would all have been winners. 

 
We all want to do well, but nobody wants to be upstaged 
by their partner. Hanlon had to wait for a little while, but 
then came his opportunity to show his class as declarer. 

 

Board 5. Dealer North. N/S Vul. 
 
   [ J 3 
   ] K 7 2 

   { 10 4 3 2 

   } Q 9 5 4 
 
 [ A 8 7   [ K 10 9 4 2 
 ] A 9 5   ] Q J 10 3 

 { Q 6   { A K J 8 
 } A 8 6 3 2  } – 

 
   [ Q 6 5 

   ] 8 6 4 
   { 9 7 5 
   } K J 10 7 
  
 West North East  South 

  Carroll   Hanlon 
 – 1[  Pass 
 2](i) Pass 2NT(ii) Pass 
 3} Pass 3{  Pass 

 3] Pass 5}(iii) Pass 
 5[ Pass 6[  All Pass 

 
(i) Either limit or slam interest with spades 
(ii) GF 

(iii) Exclusion Key Card 
 
 



Avia Inter-city Bridge Championships 2015 

Regal Hongkong Hotel 富豪香港酒店  二零一五年七月二十九日至八月二日  29 July  - 2 August 2015 

二零一五年輝亞城市橋牌錦標賽 

South led a heart and Hanlon judged that he would never 
do so from the king on this auction so went up with the 

ace. He then cashed three rounds of diamonds, pitching a 
heart from dummy, then continued with the fourth dia-
mond. Had South discarded, the last heart would have 
gone from the dummy, so South ruffed high, hoping to ei-

ther promote a trump trick for partner or to leave a sub-
sequent guess in the suit. But Hanlon over-ruffed and ran 
the eight of spades, picking up the suit without loss and just 

conceding a heart at the end. Plus 980 was worth 94% of 
the matchpoints. 

 
You might think that the contract must be doomed if de-
clarer takes the heart finesse at trick one. However, this is 
not so, as a very rare coup brings home the contract. Say 

that North wins the heart king then returns a heart. Not 

touching the trump suit, declarer comes down to this end-
ing, after ruffing three clubs in hand and one diamond in 
dummy: 
 

   [ J 3 

   ] – 
   { 10 
   } – 
 

 [ A 8   [ K 10 
 ] –   ] – 

 { –   { A 
 } 2   } – 

 
   [ Q 6 5 
   ] – 
   { – 
                       } – 

 
Now see what happens when declarer leads the ace of dia-
monds from hand. If South ruffs high dummy over-ruffs and 
declarer finesses against the jack on the way back, while if 

he ruffs the diamond low dummy ruffs low, leaving a high 
crossruff for the last two tricks. This play is known as the 

Devil’s Coup, on the basis that only the devil could make 
the sure defensive trump trick disappear. The Open Teams 
featured this nice squeeze to bring home a slightly optimis-

tic grand slam. 
 
  

 
 

   

Board 29. Dealer North. All Vul. 
 

   [ J 10 
   ] 9 6 3 2 
   { Q J 2 
   } A Q J 10 

 [  8 2    [ K Q 9 7 5 4 3 
 ] K Q 5   ] J 10 9 7 
 { 10 8   { 6 

 } K 9 8 4 3 2  } 6 
   [ A 6 

   ] A 4 
   { A K 9 7 5 4 3 
   } 7 5 
 West North East South 

 Dubinin Larsen Gromov Elvestad 

 - 1}  2[  3{ 
Pass 3[   Pass  4[ 
Pass 5{   Pass  5NT 
Pass 6}   Pass  7{ 

All Pass 

 
 
Five No Trump asked for key cards and 6} showed one. 
The opening lead was, of course, a spade to the ten, 

queen and ace. The Norwegian declarer, Stian Elvestad 
drew trumps, taking a club finesse along the way, to come 

down to this ending: 
 

   [ 10 
   ] 9 
   { – 
   } A Q J 
 [ –   [ K 9 

 ] K Q   ] J 10 8 
 { –   { – 
 } K 9 8   } – 
   [ 6 

   ] A 4 
   { 3 

   } 5 
 
Cashing the final diamond forced West down to a single-

ton heart and now away went dummy’s spade, East also 
pitching a spade. Elvestad continued with a club to the 
jack, East throwing a heart, but now the club ace 

squeezed East too down to a singleton heart. Away went 
declarer’s spade and the last two tricks were won by the 

ace and four of hearts for a beautiful +2210. 
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Board 28. Dealer West. N/S Vul. 
 

       [ A Q 3 2 
   ] A K 9 6 2 
   { A K 10 7 
   } – 

 [    [  
 ]    ]  
 {    {  

 }    }  
   [ K 10 9 4 

   ] J 
   { Q 3 2 
   } K J 10 8 2 
  

 West North East  South 

  Sontag   Berkowitz 
 
 Pass 1}  Pass 2 } 
 Pass 2{  Pass  2[ 

 Pass 3[  Pass  3NT 

 Pass 5}  Pass  5{ 
 Pass 7[  All Pass 
 
One Club was Precision, 16+, 2} a natural positive, and 2

{ a transfer to hearts. Five Clubs was Exclusion Key Card 
and 5{ showed one key card outside clubs. West led a 

small club – how would you play? 
 

Thirteen tricks will need some good fortune. Say that 
trumps are three-two and hearts four-three. You could 
ruff the opening lead, play ace of hearts and ruff one, play 
a diamond to dummy and ruff another heart then draw 
trumps and cash the heart winners. That gets you up to 

twelve tricks and you will then need either diamonds to 
come in for four tricks or a minor-suit squeeze to provide 
the thirteenth trick. 
 

Or you could play as did David Berkowitz. He thought 
the club lead, into declarer’s known side suit, to be un-

usual, and paid Lukasz Brede a compliment by discarding a 
diamond from dummy and playing for the lead to be away 
from the ace through the known void in dummy. When 

his eight won the first trick, he could follow the line previ-
ously described to find the other twelve winners re-
quired. This was the full deal: 

 
  

 

  [ A Q 3 2 
   ] A K 9 6 2 

   { A K 10 7 
   } – 
 
 [ J 5   [ 8 7 6 

 ] 10 7 5 4  ] Q 8 3 
 { 5 4   { J 9 8 6 
 } A Q 9 5 3 } 7 6 4 

 
   [ K 10 9 4 

   ] J 
   { Q 3 2 
   } K J 10 8 2 
 

Board 24. Dealer West. None Vul. 

 
   [ K 9 8 6 5 3 
   ] A Q 
   { 10 7 6 5 

   } K 

 
 [ Q J    [ A 4 
 ] J 9 6   ] K 8 7 4 
 { A K 9 3   { J 

 } A J 4 2   } Q 9 7 6 5 3 
 

   [ 10 7 2 
   ] 10 5 3 2 

   { Q 8 4 2 
   } 10 8 
 
 West North East  South 
  Zimmermann  Multon 

 1} 1[  Dble  Pass 
 2NT Pass 4}  Pass 
 4{ Pass 4NT  Pass 
 5] Pass 6}  All Pass 

 
Monaco’s Pierre Zimmermann reached a horrible club slam 

on this deal from the Open Teams qualifying Swiss. North 
led the five of diamonds to the jack, queen and ace. He 
ruffed a diamond and led the queen of clubs, South playing 

low, then stopped to think. 
 
It seemed that North should hold six spades as South 

would have made a pre-emptive raise if he held four-card 
support. But, if North had six spades, why did she not 

make a weak jump overcall? Presumably the answer was 
that she was too strong for a weak jump. Accordingly, 
Zimmermann rose with the ace of clubs and dropped the 
bare king. After drawing trumps, Zimmermann took the 

spade finesse, ruffed the fourth diamond and, having elimi-

nated all the other suits, led a heart up and found one of 
the lucky layouts which would allow him to play the suit 
for only one loser. 
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Plus 920 was worth 10 rather fortunate IMPs, but not eve-
ryone would have been able to take advantage of the fa-

vourable layout. Zimmermann’s logic in playing for the bare 
king offside was impeccable. 
 
And finally, my own team had a rather amusing board dur-

ing the Open Teams qualifying Swiss. 
 
Board 2. Dealer East. N/S Vul. 

   [ Q J 4 3 
   ] K J 9 2 

   { 8 5 3 
   } A 6 
 
 [ K 9 5   [ A 8 

 ] Q 8 7   ] A 6 4 

 { Q 10 6   { A K J 7 
 } J 10 9 7   } K 8 4 3 
 
   [ 10 7 6 2 

   ] 10 5 3 

   { 9 4 2 
   } Q 5 2 
  
 West North East  South 

  Senior   Penfold 
 – 1}  Pass 

1NT Dble Rdbl  Pass 
Pass 2{   Dble  Pass 

Pass Rdbl Pass  2[ 
Pass Pass Dble  All Pass 
 

My thin take-out double walked straight into trouble as 
East had an easy redouble to show his strong hand and 

there was no way to avoid a penalty. The defence to 2

[ doubled kicked off with three rounds of trumps but 

the heart queen was onside and that meant that  

Sandra Penfold could get out for two down; –500.  
 
Played by West, 3NT cannot be beaten, so we could hope 

for only a small loss on the board. But how did we get a 1

-IMP swing in our favour? 
This was the auction in the other room: 
 
 West North East  South 

 Karaivanov   Trendafilov 
 – 1}  Pass 

 1[ Dble Rdbl  All Pass 
 
One Club was Precision, 16+ and the 1[ response 

showed a balanced positive. North doubled to show 
spades, a questionable action with that moderate spade 
holding, and now Rumen Trendafilov’s redouble showed a 

balanced 19+. Kalin Karaivanov decided that there should 

be seven tricks even if the opposition had the majority of 
the trumps so settled for 1[ redoubled, and there were 
exactly seven tricks for the unusual score of +520 – at 
least, unusual in this manner. 
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IMLUK v Magic Eyes (Open Round 2) 

The vugraph match in Round 2 featured teams from 

Thailand (Magic Eyes), and China Hong Kong (IMLUK). 

The action started straight away with a big swing on 

the first board. 

 

Board 17. Dealer North. None Vul. 

 

   [ A 9 5 

   ] 8 7 

   { K J 8 4 3 

   } 8 4 2 

 

 [ K Q 8 2   [ 10 6 4 3 

 ] K Q 10 6 3  ] A 9 4 

 { A 9 2   { Q 10 

 } Q    } A K 7 5 

   [ J 7 

   ] J 5 2 

   { 7 6 5 

   } J 10 9 6 3 

 

 West North East South 

 Asdang Hu Vallapa Fung 

 –  Pass  1} Pass 

 1]  Pass  1[ Pass 

 2{  Pass  2] Pass 

 2[  Pass  3} Pass 

 3{  Pass  3] Pass 

 4NT  Pass  5] Pass 

 6]  All Pass 

 

 West North  East South 

 Pang  Sophonpanich Hui Baisamut 

 –  Pass   1} Pass 

 1]  Pass   1[ Pass 

 2{  Pass   2] Pass 

 2[  Pass   3} Pass 

 3{  Pass   3] Pass 

 4}  Pass   4] Pass 

 4[  All Pass 

 

The two auctions were identical up to 3], at which 

point both pairs had found both the heart and spade 

fits. L.T. Pang now cuebid his club control but, when 

K.L.Hui co-operated with a heart cuebid, was unwill-

ing to go beyond game and bid 4[. Did he intend that 

as a sign-off – a little strange if so, given that he was 

looking at the missing diamond control – or was his 

mind on a heart slam and 4[ a forward-going move?

Whatever his intention, Hui passed 4[, where Hui 

received a diamond lead.  

He rose with the ace, cashed the club queen, crossed 

to the ace of hearts and took two diamond discards 

on the ace and king of clubs before leading a spade to 

the king and ace. He ruffed the diamond return in 

the dummy and when the jack of spades fell under 

the queen had the rest for +450. 

 

Asdang was in the same position in the auction over 

partner's 3] and simply took control, asking for key 

cards with hearts as trumps and settling for the small 

slam in hearts on finding that one ace was missing. By 

chance, played by West there was no danger from a 

diamond lead. Ivan Hu actually led a trump so Asdang 

won cheaply in hand with the ten, cashed the queen 

of clubs then drew trumps ending in dummy. He 

took two diamond pitches on the clubs then led a 

spade to the king. Hu won the ace and returned the 

nine of spades to the ten, jack and queen, and Asdang 

had twelve tricks for +980 and 11 IMPs to Magic 

Eyes. 

Hu's spade return was irrelevant, as Asdang had no 

option  but to cash the queen after winning a differ-

ent return. the fall of the jack would always see the 

contract home. But it is much stronger defence for 

North to duck the king of spades. Now declarer, 

with no more entries to dummy, has to guess 

whether to try to drop a doubleton ace or a double-

ton jack, and will often get it wrong. 

 

Board 18. Dealer East. N/S Vul. 

   [ Q J 9 8 4 3 

   ] A 10 8 

   { Q 

   } A 8 7 

 

 [ –   [ A K 10 

 ] 7 4 3 2   ] K Q J 6 5 

 { K J 10 9 4 3  { – 

 } K Q 4   } J 9 5 3 2 

 

   [ 7 6 5 2 

   ] 9 

   { A 8 7 6 5 2 

   } 10 6 

 

 West North East South 

 Asdang Hu Vallapa Fung 

 – – 1] Pass 

 3} 3[ 4] 4[ 

 5] Pass Pass 5[ 

 Dble All Pass 

 



Avia Inter-city Bridge Championships 2015 

Regal Hongkong Hotel 富豪香港酒店  二零一五年七月二十九日至八月二日  29 July  - 2 August 2015 

二零一五年輝亞城市橋牌錦標賽 

 West North  East South 

 Pang  Sophonpanich Hui  Baisamut 

 –  –   1] Pass 

 3{  Pass   4] All Pass 

 

It was all very peaceful in the Open Room, where K.L. 

Hui opened 1] and jumped to game over L.T. Pang's 

Bergen raise, the adverse vulnerability convincing 

Esther Sophonpanich to stay silent on the North 

cards. Baisamut led the ten of clubs against 4] and Hui 

just lost the two aces; +450. 

 

In the Closed Room, Asdand also made an artificial 

invitational heart raise but Ivan Hu was not to be  

silenced a mere colour on the board. He overcalled  

3[ and K.L. Fung raised to game then, when Asdand 

took the push to 5] because of his extra undisclosed 

distribution, Fung in turn took the push to 5[ and 

Vallapa Svangsopakul was more than happy to double, 

ending the auction. 

 

Vallapa led the king of hearts, which declarer won 

with the ace. He played the jack of spades and Vallapa 

won the king and led a low club to the queen and ace. 

Hu tried to set up a long club, playing a diamond to 

the ace then a second round, ruffed and over-ruffed. 

Best would now have been to cash the ace of spades 

before playing a second club, but Vallapa played the 

club immediately and now declarer could crossruff, 

losing only to the spade ace for down two and –500;  

2 IMPs to Magic Eyes, but it would have been +800 

and 8 IMPs had the defence drawn that extra round of 

trumps. Magic Eyes led by 13-0 after two deals. 

Magic Eyes picked up another IMP on Board 3 for 

2{ just making for +90 and 2[ down one for –50. 

Then IMLUK got on the scoreboard. 

Board 20. Dealer West. All Vul. 

 

   [ K 4 

   ] A Q 10 9 8 

   { 3 

   } Q J 9 6 3 

 

 [ A 7 5 2   [ Q 9 6 

 ] 7 6 2   ] K 5 4 

 { J 10 9   { A 8 7 2 

 } A K 2   } 8 7 5 

 

   [ J 10 8 3 

   ] J 3 

   { K Q 6 5 4 

   } 10 4 

 

 West North East  South 

 Asdang Hu  Vallapa Fung 

 1}  1]  1NT  All Pass 

 

 West North  East  South 

 Pang  Sophonpanich Hui  Baisamut 

 1}  1]   1NT  2{ 

 Pass  2]   All Pass 

 

What would you bid with the South cards over East's 

1NT? Fung went quietly, as would I, then led the jack 

of hearts. Hu overtook with the queen in case the 

jack was a singleton, and Vallapa won her king. Her 

best chance for extra tricks appeared to be the  

double finesse in diamonds, so she crossed to the 

ace of clubs and led the diamond nine, losing to 

South's queen. Fung returned his remaining heart so 

Hu won that but, rather than cash out the hearts, 

returned the queen of clubs to dummy's king. Vallapa 

ran the ten of diamonds to the king, rose with the 

ace on the spade return, and cashed her diamond 

winners for down two and –200. 

 

Baisamut competed with 2{ over 1NT. I can't  

honestly say that I am a big fan of this bid, particularly 

at this vulnerability. If someone had a loaded gun 

pointed at my head and told me that I was not  

allowed to pass, I would double to keep all three  

possible suits in the game – no, I don't believe that 

double should be for penalty here – but really the 

hand is a bit weak for my taste. Anyway, Esther  

didn't fancy putting down dummy in 2{ so converted 

to 2], where she played. 
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Hui led the eight of clubs to his partner's king and Pang 

switched to the two of spades. The contract was on 

the line at trick two and declarer didn't have enough 

information to make an informed guess – East would 

have one of the spade and diamond aces along with the 

heart king, but not both, and would probably have the 

spade queen or diamond jack also, but again, not both. 

she guessed wrong, playing low, and that meant two 

losers in each black suit and on ein each red for down 

one; –100 and 7 IMPs to IMLUK, closing to 7-14. 

Small swings to each team had moved the running 

score on to 18-7 in favour of Magic Eyes when this 

next deal came along. 

 

Board 23. Dealer South. All Vul. 

 

   [ 8 2 

   ] J 7 2 

   { A K Q 9 8 5 

   } 6 3 

 

 [ K Q 7 6 5 3  [ A 9 

 ] K 10 8 6   ] A 5 4 3 

 { 10    { J 7 6 4 

 } 8 2    } J 10 7 

 

   [ J 10 4 

   ] Q 9 

   { 3 2 

   } A K Q 9 5 4 

 

 West North East  South 

 Asdang Hu  Vallapa Fung 

 –  –  –  1} 

 1[  2{  2[  Pass 

 Pass  3{  Pass  Pass 

 3[  All Pass 

 

 West North  East  South 

 Pang  Sophonpanich Hui  Baisamut 

 –  –   – 2} 

 Pass  2NT   Pass 3NT 

 All Pass 

Fung opened at the one level and the 1[ overcall 

immediately warned N/S off no trump. Hu bid and 

rebid his strong diamond suit but E/W had the 

spades and Vallapa's well-judged raise on ace 

doubleton we would all raise with three small cards 

so why not?) meant that her side won the auction. 

Asdang had to lose the three top minor-suit cards 

plus one heart so had his contract for +140. 

 

Baisamut opened with a Precision 2} and that kept 

Pang, West, quiet. The 2NT response was matural 

and invitational and Baisamut had potentially running 

clubs so raised to game. Played by South, 3NT 

would surely have been doomed by the spade lead, 

but Hui had a blind lead and picked the three of 

hearts, fourth of his longest and strongest in time-

honoured fashion. Declarer called for dummy's nine 

and Pang covered with the ten so Esther wasted no 

time in grabbing her jack and cashing the top  

diamonds then the clubs; ten tricks for +630 and 13 

IMPs to Magic Eyes, whose lead was up to 31-8. 

 

West might have asked himself why declarer had 

not put up the queen of hearts at trick one if she 

was looking at the ace in her own hand. Had he 

done so, he might have come to the conclusion that 

his partner had the ace and not the jack, in which 

case he might as well play the king. Looking at that 

ominous club suit on his right, could he then have 

come to the second conclusion that playing partner 

for the ace of spades was his only chance to beat 

the contract? Maybe, but not easy, and if declarer 

falsecarded with the heart seven at trick one West 

would have the option of continuing with a heart 

and playing his partner for ace to five. 
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Board 24. Dealer West. None Vul. 

   [ K 9 8 7 4 3 

   ] J 7 6 

   { A 7 2 

   } 7 

 [ –    [ Q 10 6 5 2 

 ] A Q 10 9   ] K 8 5 

 { Q 4    { J 5 3 

 } K J 9 8 5 3 2  } Q 4 

 

   [ A J 

   ] 4 3 2 

   { K 10 9 8 6 

   } A 10 6 

 

 West North East  South 

 Asdang Hu  Vallapa Fung 

 1}  2[  All Pass 

 

 West North  East  South 

 Pang  Sophonpanich Hui  Baisamut 

 1}  2[   Pass  Pass 

 Dble  All Pass 

 

I am always sacred of making low-level take-out doubles 

with a void in the opponent's suit, because the defence is 

so often at a disadvantage when the defender with short 

trumps cannot even lead one round through to help out 

his partner. Here, both Pang and Asdang must have 

known that a reopening double was likely to be passed 

out. I would probably have passed, as did Asdang, with 

3} my second choice, but let's Pang can point to the  

result of the hand and say that his double was just fine. 

 

Vallapa led the queen of clubs against 2[ undoubled. Hu 

won the ace and conceded a heart, Asdang rising with 

the ace and attempting to cash the king of clubs. Hu 

ruffed and led a spade to the jack, discovering the five-

zero split. He gave up another heart, this time won by 

Asdang's nine. Asdang led the jack of clubs so Hu ruffed 

with the eight and Vallapa, rather than over-ruff, pitched 

a diamond. Hu cashed the ace and king of diamonds then 

played a third round. Vallapa ruffed and returned a spade 

to dummy's bare ace without cashing the heart first so it 

went away on the fourth diamond as she ruffed with her 

trump trick. Hu had nine tricks now, which seemed 

pretty good on this layout; +140. 

The stakes were rather higher in the other room, 

where Hui had left in the reopening double. He 

too led the queen of clubs to dummy's ace, but 

Esther played a diamond to her ace then a spade 

to the jack. she continued by ruffing a club,  

crossing to the king of diamonds and ruffing  

another club. Had that passed off peacefully, she 

would have been well-placed, but it did not. Hui 

over-ruffed and returned a spade to dummy's ace. 

Declarer played a diamond so Hui won that and 

led a low heart and the defence had a trump and 

three side-suit tricks to come for down one and 

–100; 6 IMPs to IMLUK, 14-31. 

 

Magic Eyes missed a big chance on Board 26. 

 

Board 26. Dealer East. All Vul. 

 

   [ K 10 9 2 

   ] 2 

   { A Q 9 5 3 2 

   } J 10 3 

 

 [ A 8 7 6 4   [ 5 

 ] K 6    ] A Q 9 7 5 

 { 5    { J 10 8 7 6 

 } Q 9 7 4 2   } A K 

 

   [ Q J 3 

   ] J 10 8 4 3 

   { K 4 

   } 8 6 5 

 

 West North East  South 

 Asdang Hu  Vallapa Fung 

 –  –  1]  Pass 

 1[  2{  Pass  Pass 

 Dble  Pass  2NT  Pass 

 3}  Pass  3NT  All Pass 

 

 West North  East South 

 Pang  Sophonpanich Hui  Baisamut 

 –  –   1] Pass 

 1[  Pass   2{ Pass 

 2]  All Pass 
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Given an uncontested auction, Hui/Pang stopped in 2] 

on their misfit. Baisamut led the queen of spades. Hui 

won the ace and gave up a diamond. Esther rose with the 

ace to return her trump and that went to the ten and 

king. Hui cashed the ace and king of clubs, ruffed a  

diamond and cashed the queen of clubs for a diamond 

discard. He came to three trump tricks in the endgame 

so made nine in all for +140. 

 

Hu overcalled and, when that ran around to Asdang he 

reopened with a double. I would have left that in with 

the East hand – two trump tricks and three top winners 

facing a partner who had bid twice – but Vallapa bid 2NT 

and Asdang raised to game. 

 

Having turned down a likely +500, Vallapa needed to 

make her vulnerable game. Fung led the king of diamonds 

then switched to the jack of hearts. there are nine top 

tricks now if declarer unblocks the clubs and tests them 

when in dummy, but declarer instead won the king of 

hearts, crossed to hand with a second heart, Hu  

throwing the nine of diamonds, suit preference for 

spades, and played the jack of diamonds. Hu won the  

diamond and returned a low spade and the contract was 

down two, the clubs still being blocked while the last 

entry was removed form the dummy; –200 and 8 IMPs to 

IMLUK instead of 10 the other way, 23-31. 

 

Board 28. Dealer West. N/S Vul. 

   [ 4 2 

   ] Q 10 9 4 3 

   { A Q 2 

   } A 6 2 

 

 [ A J 10 8 5 3   [ Q 6 

 ] A 7     ] K J 8 2 

 { 10 7 6 4    { J 9 8 5 

 } 8     } Q 5 4 

 

   [ K 9 7 

   ] 6 5 

   { K 3 

   } K J 10 9 7 3 

 

 West North East  South 

 Asdang Hu  Vallapa Fung 

 Pass  1]  Pass  2} 

 2[  Pass  Pass  2NT 

 Pass  3NT  All Pass 

 

 West North  East  South 

 Pang   Sophonpanich Hui  Baisamut 

 Pass  1]   Pass  1NT 

 2[  Pass   Pass  3} 

 All Pass 

 

Baisamut was not strong enough to make a two-

over-one response in his methods so started with 

1NT then competed in his long suit when Pang's 

overcall came around. Pang led a diamond against 

3}. Baisamut won the king and cashed two more 

diamonds for a heart discard from hand, then led 

a spade to the queen, king and ace. Pang played 

jack then ten of spades, promoting a trump trick 

for his partner, but Baisamut had his contract for 

+110. 

 

Fung could respond at the two level, though he 

might have had as few as two clubs once in a 

while. That being the case, i would have thought 

that to rebid 3} when Asdang's 2[ came back to 

him would have described the hand nicely.  

However, Fung had his eyes set on a bigger prize 

than a club partscore and instead rebid 2NT, 

which Hu raised to game. 

 

To beat 3NT, West has to find a heart lead – not 

very likely. However, after the actual lead of the  

jack of spades to the queen and king, Fung still 

needed to get the clubs right. He led the jack to 

tempt a cover but then went up with the ace and 

returned a second club. After a few seconds 

thought, he put in the nine and had ten tricks for 

+630 and 11 IMPs for IMLUK. They led by 34-32 

with two boards to play. 

 

Incidentally, do you agree with the two Wests' 

decision to pass as dealer? is this one of those 

rare hands that just doesn't fit any number of 

spades? You can certainly see why they might 

think so. 
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Baisamut led the queen of hearts against 5]. Hui won 

and drew the rest of the trumps then cashed the ace 

and king of spades for a diamond discard and  

continued with the ace of clubs, ready to claim if the 

suit was three-one or better. When Baisamut turned 

up with all four missing clubs so the suit could not be 

established,  Hui was a trick short, so down one for  

–100 and 12 IMPs to Magic Eyes, who were back in 

the lead at 44-34. 

 

It looks as though declarer played too quickly, taking 

his eye off the ball after receiving a favourable lead. If 

he takes the diamond discard at tricks two and three 

then plays a club, I think he can survive seeing the ace 

ruffed as he has sufficient entries to dummy to estab-

lish and cash the suit. 

 

Board 30. Dealer East. None Vul.  

 

   [ 10 

   ] Q 10 7 4 3 

   { Q J 

   } A 5 4 3 2 

 

 [ A J 3    [ 9 5 4 

 ] A 9 5 2   ] J 6 

 { A K 9 8 5   { 7 4 3 2 

 } K    } J 9 8 7 

 

   [ K Q 8 7 6 2 

   ] K 8 

   { 10 6 

   } Q 10 6 

 

 West North East  South 

 Asdang Hu  Vallapa Fung 

 –  –  Pass  2[ 

 Dble  Pass  3}  Pass 

 3NT  All Pass 

 

 West North  East  South 

 Pang  Sophonpanich Hui  Baisamut 

 –  –   Pass  1[ 

 Dble  Pass   2}    Pass 

 2{   All Pass 

 

Board 29. Dealer North. All Vul. 

 

   [ J 9 5 3 2 

   ] 6 5 2 

   { Q 9 5 4 3 

   } – 

 [ A K 10 6   [ 7 

 ] A J 10 7 3  ] K 9 8 4 

 { 6 2    { K 

 } A 5    } K 10 9 8 7 3 2 

 

   [ Q 8 4 

   ] Q 

   { A J 10 8 7 

   } Q J 6 4 

 

 West North East  South 

 Asdang Hu  Vallapa Fung 

 –  Pass  Pass  1{ 

 Dble  3{  3]  Pass 

 4]  All Pass 

 

 West North  East  South 

 Pang  Sophonpanich Hui   Baisamut 

 –  Pass   Pass  1{ 

 Dble  1[   2]  2[ 

 4]  4[   5}  Pass 

 5]  All Pass 

 

More often than not, a pre-emptive response would 

make life more difficult for the opposition than a  

simple one-level change of suit. Playing a natural  

system, I like Hu's 3{ over the double, but it didn't 

seem to inconvenience his opponents at all. 

 

Fung led the queen of clubs. Vallapa called for 

dummy's ace and saw it ruffed. A diamond to the ace 

meant a second club ruff but that was all for the  

defence; +620. 

 

Esther could not raise a Precision 1{ opening so  

instead introduced her spade suit and Baisamut 

raised in competition. That allowed Esther to save in 

4[ over 4] and Hui thought it might not be a bad 

idea to tell partner about his seven-card club suit. It 

does look reasonable to do so, but it turned a plus 

into a minus on this deal as 4[ is easy enough to 

beat. 
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Once upon a time, the South hand would have been a 

classic weak two bid, and indeed that is what Fung 

opened. Asdang doubled and Vallapa, in the absence of 

Lebensohl, simply bid her better suit. Asdang might 

have bid 3{ now to show a hand too good to overcall 

3{ – or do they play that equal level conversion is not 

strong here? Instead, he bashed 3NT, against which 

Hu led the ten of spades to the four, eight and jack. 

 

Asdang cashed four rounds of diamonds ending in 

dummy then a club to the king, hoping that the ace 

would be on his right and be ducked. Not today. Hu's 

club return made quite sure of defeating the contract 

and Asdang could only cash out for down one and  

–50. Anyone for leading the king of clubs at trick two? 

If the ace and queen are split that could easily be 

ducked in case declarer has } K-Q-x. 

 

Baisamut opened 1[ so here E/W had a whole extra 

level in which to explore. Pang doubled and did  

convert to diamonds, so they presumably do play 

equal level conversion as strong, but that did not 

interest Hui in the slightest. He passed and 2{ was a 

very comfortable little contract. Pang made ten 

tricks for +130 and 5 IMPs to IMLUK. 

 

 

Magic Eyes won the match by 44-39 IMPs, convert-

ing to 11.58-8.42 VPs. 
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