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8th Council Meeting Minutes 
 

Date : November 2, 2011 (Wednesday) 
 
Time: 7:30 p.m.  
 
Venue: Unit 1103, 11/F, East Ocean Centre, 98 Granville Road, TST, KLN, HK 
 
Present: Officers: 

Derek Zen – President (DZ) 
Thomas Ng – Vice-President (TN) 
Pearlie Chan – Secretary (PC) 

 
Council members: 
CC Wong (CC) 
Chan Yiu (CY) 
Charlie Lee (XL) 
Tony Lau (TL) 
WK Lai (WK) 

 
Apologizes:  

Officers: 
Christopher Leung – Treasurer (CL) 
 
Council members: 
John Tsang (JT) 
KF Mak (KF) 
Leo Cheung (LC) 
 

 

 Item Content When Action 

1 

 

  2 

 

   

 

 

   

   

 

Adopt minutes of last meeting.  

 

Follow up matters raised in last meeting (by minutes order): 

a) LC to find out the latest version of M&A and send to TL for 

update on HKCBA website. 

b) XL will continue to explore how to share Bridge related news 

with University. 

c) DZ to check with Pauline Ling to explore the possibility of 

publishing bridge news on local papers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   LC 

 

   XL 

    

   DZ 
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Financial Affairs: 

No update available. 

 

Internal Affairs: 

Senior Team members Ashley Lung, Peter Chun, Vincent Li, Aaron 

Cheng, Roger Ling and Edmund Tse were unable to play in the Open 

League held on Oct 29 as they need to participate in the World Bridge 

Championship. Therefore an additional round will be arranged in the 

coming 3 sessions of Open League for them to catch up.  

 

External Affairs 

Hong Kong Senior Team ranked 10/22 in the Senior Bowl of the 40th 

World Bridge Championships. 

 

CC Mok, Charlie Lee, Wong Kon and York Kwan participated in the 1st 

Guangzhou Mind Sports Game and ranked 17=18=19 out of 48 in the 

team event, and 24/81 and 31/81 in the Pairs event. 

 

A.O.B. 

a) Next year’s World Junior Championship will be held in China from 

July 24 to August 4, 2012. Hong Kong should be entitled to a berth as it is 

held in China. PC to check with Anthony Ching/ WBF to confirm. 

 

b) PC to confirm with APBF whether we need to include Youth series in 

2013 APBF or it can be held separately. Also, to confirm if each country is 

eligible to send a maximum of 2 teams for Senior. 

 

c) PC to check M&A the no. of council meetings required to hold for each 

bridge year.  

 

The 9th council meeting will be held on December 5, 2011 (Monday). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

    

   PC 

 

  

 

   PC 

 

 

 

   PC 
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����� 
Wise after the Event 

 
2011� Venice ��� � � � � 	 
 � �  � �� 8.7VP � � �� � � � �� � � � �
� � � � �� � �  ! " #$ � % & ' % ( ) * + �, - . / ( 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 �8

9 : ; < 0 = > 1 = 5 4 ? @ # 
 
In Venice Cup 2011, China was defeated by France by 8.7 VP in the knockout match 
for the top 4.  Though winning and losing are common place in bridge competitions, I 
feel it is a pity.  Now, from the point of view of my own team, we have to learn from 
their examples of excellent biddings and plays as well as the lessons from their wrong 
biddings and wrong plays. 
 
A  ������������������������  Should not just count HCPs 
(1)  Round 2  Board 17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A B 0 5   Bidding in the Close Room  
 
 
 
 
 
C B 0 5   Bidding in the Open Room 
 
 
 

#1 7  
N / N i l 

♠ A K 
♥ A 9 6 3 
♦ 6 
♣ A K Q 9 8 3 

 

♠ 10 9 6 4 
♥ 10 5 2  
♦ A Q 9 8 
♣ J 6 

 ♠ 8 7 5 2 
♥ K Q J 8 4 
♦ K J 4 
♣ 2 

 ♠ Q J 3 
♥ 7 
♦ 10 7 5 3 2  
♣ 10 7 5 4 

 

W N E S 
 2NT Pa� s Pass 

Pass    
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�������� �	 ��
��� � ��� �
� �  � ���� � � � � �� 


� ��� � �� �� �� � ����! �� 	 ����" # $ �% �& ' 	 ( �) *

+ , - . �/ �
0 �1 2 �2NT 3 4 20521��6 7 89 6 7 �: �;	 2NT �<
= > ? �: @�: A B �C D �E � ��F�G H I 	 ��J K L M � �N�8NO P Q

R�
S T U V 	 W X �: � 
 
Success or failure depends on the bidding.  Success or failure in bridge is determined 
by the number of winning tricks.  HCPs only help to count the number of winning tricks.  
As we all know, the joint HCPs do not solely determine the number of winning tricks.  
It is rare for top players to bid solely based on HCPs.  2NT shows 20-21 and balanced 
or semi-balanced hand.  North’s 2NT is extremely shapely (matching will result in 
winning tricks).  Also, she has 1st round or 2nd round of controls in every suit.  Her 
hand is ideal to try slam.  
 
YZ [ \ ]^ _ ` a �[ \ b c ;d��e 
The Netherlands and USA1 also played the same board in the Venice Cup with the 
Netherlands’ players sitting North and South. The bidding was: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
^ _  1 f g � 3NT.  USA1 stopped at 3NT.   
h f % �i �j kf �l 6♣ �m �f 
 USA 2.  3 out of 8 teams bid up to 6♣, 
including USA2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
n X o � p q 
e�: = r ���� D �s �� s �: � 

W N E S 
 2♣ Pass 2♦ 

Pass 3♣ Pass 4♥ 
Pass 6♣ Pass Pass 
Pass    

W N E S 
 2♣ 2♥ Pass 

Pass 3♣ Pass 4♣ 
Pass 4♦ Pass 4♥ 
Pass 4NT Pass 5♦ 
Pass 6♣ Pass Pass 
Pass    

W N E S 
 1♣ 1♥ Pass 

2♥ 3♥ Pass 4NT 
Pass 6♣ Pass Pass 
Pass    
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I think for many circumstances, distribution is more important than HCPs. One should 
not just consider HCPs and not distribution. 
 
(2) Round 2   Board 22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
t u ��  Bidding in the Open Room: 
 
 
 
 
 
v ) D �w ��I �� 6x�Yy z � 15x�� { |�} ��~ Pass �� � � ]Y
y 	 ♥ ��j �� ��z = � 
�� 	 ♠ � ) �� Yy ����} �� � �� 2♥ � 
 
West might have counted HCPs only.  She had only 6 HCPs and Partner had at most 
15 HCPs and so there would not be any game.  She passed throughout.  In fact, you 
had 3-carder ♥ to support Partner. More important, West’s ♠s would certainly help 
Partner to win a trick. So, West must raise to 2♥ like the bidding at the other table.   
 
� � m �� ��e 
 
 
 
 
 
 
v � � �	 �: �� � 3 4 � ��Yy { � � � �� � ����	 �	 � � ) D � � �

Y�} �D � �Yy 	 ���� � � � ���� �]� �G � �� � � � �� ' ♠�� l
� ���♥�NO � ♥ K���O �♥ ���♠ ���♣@� ¡♣ K O ��¢ KJ1098 
	 £ ¤ ♣K j ��¥ �O �---¦ { � §l� ��¨ © ª � �F 

# 22 
E / EW 

♠ J 9 7 
♥ J 8  
♦ K 9 8 7 5 2 
♣ K 9 

 

♠ K Q 6 
♥ 10 6 4  
♦ J 10 4 3 
♣ 4 3 2 

 ♠ 10 3 
♥ K 9 5 3 2 
♦ A  
♣ A Q 7 6 5 

 ♠ A 8 5 4 2 
♥ A Q 7  
♦ Q 6 
♣ J 10 8  

 

W N E S 
  1♥ 1♠ 

Pass 2♠ Pass Pass 
Pass    

W N E S 
  1♥ 1♠ 

2♥ 2♠ 3♣ Pass 
3♥ Pass Pass Pass 
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� « %  2♠  ¬ 3♥ � ¡� �6IMP. 	  ® � 
 
West did not know the shape of East. If you did not show support, Partner could not bid 
on.  After your support, the value of East’s hand might become completely different.  
So, if you can support Partner’s suit, you must usually show support. This is not difficult 
for an expert to make the contract for this board.  Use ♠ to enter Dummy once� 
finesse ♥�then play ♥K.  Declarer only loses 2 ♥s�1 ♠�and 1 ♣@must play ♣ K 
doubleton when missing 3 out of KJ1098�must lose 2 tricks – has to play from closed 
hand as there is no more entry in DummyF. 
 
� « %  2♠  ¬ 3♥ � ¡� �6IMP. 	  ® � 
In practice, both 2♠ and 3♥ were made. The net difference was 6 IMP. 
 
8¯ �° ± �]Yy 	 ��� ��H ² � � Yy ������ � ³ ���@{ ´ � 	 x


� µ 	 � F 
 
Perhaps, it can be said that: if you have support for Partner’s suit and can help Partner 
to win a trick, you should normally raise@irrespective of your HCPsF. 
 
(3) ¶�1 � ROUND 1  Board 1   Another example 
� 
c ��  You are South, holding: 
 
 
 
 
 
· l��  You heard the bidding; 
 
 
 
 
 
��¸¹ º » �� x�� ¬Yy � �z � 22x�@t � 1♠ 
 11 - 15xF� ¼ �|�

� 
 Pass½¹¾ ¿ �� �� A�� K�° À	 7x�Á ® 
� D � Yy Â Ã ♠ �Ä
�o � ���z = � 
� Å 	 ♦ A B �@A B 	 ��C D Ä���F�} �� � � 3 ♦ .
@Æ f Ç ' È É ���1NT � Æ Ê ��2♦ ³ 
 4�F� � « % ��� � ���� � 3 ♦ �
Ë » O � ( 3♦ , 2♥ )� � � �0 
 6IMP 	 Ì  � 
 
Would you bid¹ If you just count your HCPs, you and Partner had at most 22 HCPs 
only@Opening of 1♠ means 11 – 15 HCPsFand there will not be any game.  Do you 
pass? No, you have an Ace and a King with 7 good HCPs especially that you have a ♦ 

# 1 
N / Nil 

♠ 2 
♥ 8 5 4 2 
♦ A 5 3 2 
♣ K 6 3 2 

W N E S 
 1♠ Pass 1NT 

Pass 2♦ Pass Pass 
Dbl Pass 2♥ ? 
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fit and you can help Partner to ruff ♠s and increase the number of winning tricks. 
@Matching can create winning tricksF.  So, you must bid 3♦.@As their team used 
Precision�1NT is not forcing, 2♦ should guarantee at least 4 cardsF.  In practice, 2♥ 
was passed at one table while 3♦ was bid at another table. Both 3♦ and 2♥ were 
made and the net difference was 6 IMP. 
 
Í ��
  the 4 hands were: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(4)  ROUND 4  Board 20  0 �� � D �w �Î  	 �  Another example illustrating 
that one should not just count HCPs. 
� 
���  You are East, holding: 

 
 
 
 
�� Bidding: 
 
 
 
 
 
� ¼ � 3 ♠ Ï
 4♠ ¹@{ ´ � � 3♠ Ï
 4♠ �Ð Ñ j � � Â Pass Fº �w ���
D � 3♠ �� Ò Yy � Ó S |�Ô Ó � ���f g � 3 ♠ �º � Õ Ö ��p q �c ��
×�Yy �I �Ø �Ù♠ Ú�� �Û Ü � �� �³ Æ � 4♠  �º 
;�×�� �Û Ü
� � ��D g � 3♠ . Ë » m �f � 4♠ �Ý 10IMP. 
 

# 1 
N / Nil 

♠ K Q J 6 4 
♥ A 
♦ Q J 9 6 
♣ J 9 5 

 

♠ 10 8 7 
♥ K J 9 6  
♦ 7 4 
♣ A Q 10 4 

 ♠ A 9 5 3 
♥ Q 10 7 3 
♦ K 10 8 
♣ 8 7 

 ♠ 2 
♥ 8 5 4 2  
♦ A 5 3 2 
♣ K 6 3 2 

 

# 20 
W / ALL  

♠ A K Q J 2 
♥ 6 3 
♦ 9 8 5 4 
♣ J 2 

W N E S 
1♦ Pass 1♠ Dbl 
2♠ Pass ? Pass 

Pass Pass   
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Would you bid 3♠ or 4♠¹@No matter you bid 3♠ or 4♠�the other 3 players would 
pass.F  If you just count HCPs, you can only bid 3♠�asking Partner to raise if 
maximum or pass if minimum.  One team stopped at 3♠.  If you consider the bidding: 
South doubled and Partner is behind South.  With the exception of ♠s, all the high 
cards are well placed.  So, you should bid 4♠.  If North doubled, the high cards are 
not well placed and you should stop at 3♠.  The other team reached 4♠ and won 10 
IMP. 
 
B � Æ �	 B �   A contract which should not have been bid 
 
@1F  Round 2  Board 30 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
t u �� Bidding in the Open Road 
 
 
 
 
 

# 20 
W / ALL 

♠ 10 8 6 
♥ Q 2 
♦ Q 10 2 
♣ 10 8 6 4 3 

 

♠ 9 7 5 3 
♥ K J 9 4  
♦ K 6 
♣ K Q 5 

 ♠ A K Q J 2 
♥ 6 3 
♦ 9 8 5 4 
♣ J 2 

 ♠ 4 
♥ A 10 8 7 5  
♦ A J 7 3 
♣ A 9 7 

 

# 30 
E / Nil 

♠ A K 10 9 5 3 
♥ 9 7 3 
♦ J 7 
♣ 10 2 

 

♠ Q 6 2 
♥ Q J 5 
♦ Q 10 
♣ A K Q 9 4 

 ♠ 4 
♥ A 8 4 2 
♦ K 9 8 6 5 3 2 
♣ 8  

 ♠ J 8 7 
♥ K 10 6  
♦ A 4 
♣ J 7 6 5 3 

 

W N E S 
  Pass Pass 

1♣ 2♠ 3♦ 3♠ 
Pass Pass Dbl Pass 
3NT Pass Pass Pass 
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v 	 3NT 
� Æ �	 B � �¦ ÞYy Pass ß�NO P 0 à á � 3♠ 3 4 �â ã ♦��
ä & ♠A , ♠ K � �;�� 	 Ô L �� D å l} æ 	 9��ç ² è§♠é� ��♠Q�¿ �
ê � } æ 	 ë ��Ù♣ �Ú�� ¢� N�¬NO P Q R�Ë » 3NT ìÍ � 
 
West’s 3NT should not be the right contract to bid because Partner is a passed hand 
and Partner has not cuebid 3♠ to show a strong ♦ suit.   Even if the ♠A and the ♠K 
are with North�your minor suit cannot win 9 tricks.  Even if the 1st lead is a ♠ and give 
a trick to your ♠Q�you still cannot win the required 9 tricks.  With the exception of the 
♣ suit, the other suits lack 1st and 2nd rounds of control.  The result of 3NT was down 
4. 
 
º » v � ���� 4♦ z À�ä & � 4♥  8 Pass � ` � 3NT À� 
If West has to bid, 4♦ is the best. Even 4♥ or Pass is better than 3NT. 
 
m �� �lí 3 NT B W 	 5♦�î ï �å l 10��@�l♥ C � 11�F 
5♦ (more reasonable than 3NT) was reached at the other table though only 10 tricks 
were won (11 tricks can only be won with a successful finesse of ♥sF. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
@2FRound 6   Board 20 
� 
v ��  You are West, holding: 
 
 
 
 
 
��¸¹Pass z À�� ð v t � 1♦ 
 
Would you open bid?  Pass is best.  In reality, West opened 1♦. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NO P �� 4♥ ñ ��Ï
 Pass í À�¦ Þv 	 ��� �
z z Ô Ó 	 ��ò ó 
�	

W N E S 
  Pass Pass 

1NT 2♥ 3♣ 3♥ 
Pass 3♠ 5♦ Pass 
Pass Pass   

# 20 
W / All 

♠ A 10 6 
♥ - 
♦ K 10 9 6 4 
♣ K 6 5 4 3 

W N E S 
1♦ 1♥ Dbl 4♥ 

4NT Pass 5♣ Pass 
Pass Pass   
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ô õ ö  �Þ÷ µ ø ù ú û x½¹@5♣ ¬ 4♥ � 
� D � � F 
In the 2nd round of bidding, it is still better to pass after 4♥.  The reason is that West’s 
hand is minimum and the quality of the suits is too bad.  Do you like to have negative 
scores?  @Both 5♣ and 4♥ cannot be made.F 
 
Í � �
eThe 4 hands were: 
m �� �v ü�t ��ñ �g � 4 ♣ �ý � ¿ o þ ���-200-130 = 8IMP. 
At the other table, West has not opened bid and they stopped at 4♣ which was made 
normally.  The losses were - 200 and -130 = 8 IMP. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
C � � � x	 ��  Bidding not purely based on HCPs 
 
@1F Round 3   Board 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
� u �� Bidding in the close room: 
 

# 3 
W / All 

♠ 9 4 
♥ A K 9 6 3 
♦ 8 2 
♣ J 10 8 7 

 

♠ A 10 6 
♥ -  
♦ K 10 9 6 4 
♣ K 6 5 4 3 

 ♠ J 8 3 2 
♥ 10 8 7 4 
♦ A 7 
♣ A Q 2 

 ♠ K Q 7 5 
♥ Q J 5 2  
♦ Q J 5 3 
♣ 9 

 

# 3 
S / EW 

♠ 7 3 
♥ J 8 5 3 2 
♦ K 10 8 6 3 
♣ 6 

 

♠ A 9 4 
♥ Q 10 9 6 
4  
♦ 4 
♣ 9 5 3 2 

 ♠ Q J 10 5 
♥ A 7 
♦ A Q 9 
♣ A K J 4 

 ♠ K 8 6 2 
♥ K  
♦ J 7 5 2 
♣ Q 10 8 7 
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;�O � Pass ��� � ] � Â ��|�t �♥ + ��Ô L 	 � �� � lo À	 � » �
�© ��% �� � ] � 	 ♥ � A �Yy �♥�� �D � 3 	 
 ¸¹8¯ v �Yy O � �
×��D � � Yy 	 ���  � � 	 �� � � �S |¸¹¿ � o � � � � 
 
After 2 passes, North knew that Opponent would have a game and opened weak 2♥ 
showing ♥ and a minor. It had a good effect.  From the bidding, East knew that 
opponents did not have a ♥ fit and Partner had strength in ♥.  Can East bid 3NT¹ 
Can West judge after Partner’s 2 doubles that they have sufficient strength to bid a 
game? Perhaps, it is difficult to judge. 
 
t u ��eBidding the Open Room: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
� r ü� � � �o � � �S |�_ � � f Ý � � IMP.   
As there was no intervention, it is easy to bid a game. China National team won 10 IMP. 
 
(2) Round 3  Board 6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

W N E S 
   Pass 

Pass 2♥ Dbl 3♣ 
Pass 3♦ Dbl Pass 
3♠ Pass Pass Pass 

W N E S 
   Pass 

Pass Pass 2NT Pass 
3♦ Pass 3♥ Pass 

3NT Pass Pass Pass 

# 6  
E / EW 

♠ A K J 5 4 2 
♥ 2     
♦ 6 3 2 
♣ 7 5 2 

 

♠ Q 6 3 
♥ A K 10 8  
♦ K Q 4 
♣ A K 6 

 ♠ - 
♥ 7 5 3 
♦ J 10 9 7 5 
♣ Q10 9 8 3 

 ♠ 10 9 8 7 
♥ Q J 9 6 4 
♦ A 8 
♣ J 4 
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� u ��  Bidding in the Close room: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
� � 	 
�]z � B � 5 ♠ �ü�( �×� 
It is strange that no one doubled the final contract of 5♠. 
 
t u ��  Bidding in the Open Room: 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Ë » 
 5 ♠ ì 2� 5♣ � 1�Ý-100+620=11IMP. 
 
The results were:  5♠ down 2�5♣ up 1, winning -100+620 � 11 IMP� 
 
D � ¡ Declarer Play 
 
³ Æ o � � �  � �¿ � ! # �    
Though errors should be rare, experts did have elementary mistakes.\ 
 
(1) Round 1   Board 2 
 
�� ��eThe bidding at this table was: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Í � �eThe 4 hands were: 
 
 
 

W N E S 
  Pass Pass 

2NT 3♠ 4♦ 4♠ 
Pass Pass 5♣ Pass 
5♦ Pass Pass 5♠ 

Pass Pass Pass  

W N E S 
  Pass Pass 

1♣ 3♠ Pass 4♠ 
Dbl Pass 4NT Pass 
5♣ Pass Pass Pass 

W N E S 
  1♣ Pass 

1♦ 2♥ 2♠ 3♥ 
4♠ Pass Pass Pass 
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# 2 
E / NS 

♠ Q 6 
♥ Q J 10 9 8 4    
♦ K 10 6 
♣ K 7 

 

♠ 10 9 8 
♥ 5  
♦ Q 9 8 5 4 
♣ Q J 10 4 

 ♠ A K J 7 4 3 
♥ K 7 2 
♦ A 7 2 
♣ 9 

 ♠ 8 5 
♥ A 6 3 
♦ J 3 
♣ A 8 6 5 3 2 

 

 
è§♣ A�¶ ♣�; " ì♣ K�# O P Â ��d$% ¡� & �6�♠ �1�Â Ã ♥  � 
2�♣ Q , ♣J �1�♦ A�  � � Þ÷ µ �¡♦ A�¶♦ �Ë » � 2�♦ �2�♣ �1
�♥ ì��@) D ü�' ( ♣ K " ì ) *�F 
 
First led ♣ A�another ♣�North’s ♣ K dropped. Drew 2 rounds of trumps and the 
contract could be made: 6 ♠s�ruff 1 ♥�♣Q and ♣J and 1 ♦A.  For unknown reasons, 
Declarer played ♦A�another ♦�losing 2 ♦s�3 ♣ and 1♥, down 1. @Perhaps Declare 
did not see that ♣K was dropped already.F 
 
(2)  ROUND 4  Board 32 
 

Bidding in this Table 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

# 32 
W / EW 

♠ J 8 3 
♥ 8 2   
♦ A K 8 7 6 3 
♣ A 4 

 

♠ A 10 7 5 
♥ 5  
♦ J 10 2  
♣ K J 10 9 7 

 ♠ K Q 3 
♥ K Q J 6 3 
♦ Q 5  
♣ Q 8 5 

 ♠ 9 6 4 
♥ A 10 9 7 4 
♦ 9 4 
♣ 6 3 2 

 

W N E S 
 Pass 1♦ 1♥ Pass 

1♠ Pass 2♠ Pass 
Pass Pass   
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v � ¡ 2♠ �è§♦ A�¶♦ K �Nj �♦ 3�� �' ♠ K Â Ã �Ð Ñ # Â �♠ Q�¶♠ 10
� + , ;	 ♠ J�;¶ ♦�c ' ♠ 9 Â Ã �- . ;	 Â �♠ 8�Ë » � 2�Â ��2�♦ �
Ï� 2k A�ì��� � ;
t � � �Ù♦ Ú�¥  Ï�� A�º ;� 4�Â ��� �
 � D � � �} �Nj �� �³ Æ / ���° �ä & c � 4�Â ��� ¿ �� 2k A0
3�♦@ 1 2 1�Â Ã F��� �ü�¡� ���  3 ¤ Ú� 
 
West declared 2♠.  First led ♦A� then ♦K�and then ♦3� ruffed by Dummy’s ♠K. 
West then drew trumps: ♠Q and then a finesse of ♠10 was lost to North’s ♠J.  North 
returned with another ♦�ruffed by South’s ♠ 9�promoting North’s ♠ 8. The result was: 
loss of 2 trumps, 2♦s and 2 Ace – down 1.  As North was an opener, in addition to 
♦A�he should have another Ace.  If North has 4 trumps, West cannot make the 
contract.  Therefore, West should discard a card from Dummy for the 3rd trick.  As 
such, even South has 4 trumps, you only lose 2 Aces and 3 ♦s@including a ruffF.  It is 
a bit surprising that the contract could not be made. 
 
@3FROUND 1  Board 3 
 
4 · �� Let’s hear the bidding first. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
¶ ' Í � �  The 4 hands were: 
 

# 3 
S / EW 

♠ A 5 4 3 2 
♥ -    
♦ Q J 9 4 3 
♣ A J 3 

 

♠ 10 7 
♥ K 10 8 6 3 2 
♦ 5 2  
♣ Q 8 7 

 ♠ K Q  
♥ Q J 9 7 5 4  
♦ A 10 8 6  
♣ 2   

 ♠ J 9 8 6 
♥ A  
♦ K 7  
♣ K 10 9 6 5 4 

 

 
�l 6 ♣ 5 3 � õ � � �� 6 7 ° �è§♦ 5�@ , & � 8 ¼ F��♦ A�¶9♦ 6�v :
 ♦ 2�� 
� 
³ Æ ; < = > �v 	 �� ¬�: ��³ Æ � 4�♦ �z � ¿ ³ � 6�♥  

W N E S 
   2♣ 

Pass 2NT 3♥ 4♣ 
4♥ 6♣ DBL Pass 

Pass Pass   
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? µ �º » ♣ 
 351xA ��³ Æ 
♣ @ 	 � � �]� �G � �� 
ö � x A ��♣ Þ
3 5 1xA ) R � ¡ B �¿ o 6 ��� « % Nj � ♣ A�{ � � � � 
m �� g � 5♠ �þ �  �� 11IMP �º » ¡� 6 ♣�Â Ý 11IMP. 
 
The strength appears not sufficient to support the bid of 6♣.  Nonetheless, the lead 
was ♦5@giving you a chanceF. East played ♦A and returned ♦6�and West followed 
with ♦2. Should you not evaluate the strength and shape of East and West?  East 
should have 4 ♦s and at least 6 ♥s.  Then, if the distribution of ♣ is 351�East should 
be the one with shorter ♣.  For experts, it is not too difficult to analyze.  It is quite 
normal to plan how to play based on the distribution of ♣ 3 5 1.  In reality, the 
Declarer played ♣A in Dummy for the 3rd trick and could not make the contract.  The 
other table stopped at 5♠�just make, thus losing 11 IMP.  If 6♣ was made, there would 
be a gain of 11 IMP instead. 
 
D ��������  Defence 
(1) Round 3  Board 8 
� 
�� 4 · ��  You are East. Let’s hearing the bidding 
 
 

W N E S 
 Pass Pass Pass 1NT 
Pass 2♣ Pass 2♥ 
Pass 3NT Pass Pass 
Pass     

 
Yy è§♦ 3�@C 4FD � ♦ 6�♦ J�♦A, N 2� E �  ♠ 8� D � ♠ 8, ♠5, ♠4, ♠J ;
F �l� �� N 3��   ? �¹ 
 
Partner 1st led ♦3�@4th bestF, followed by ♦6�♦J and♦A.  Declarer played ♠8 for the 
2nd trick, followed by ♠5, ♠4 and ♠J. Now it’s your turn. What would you lead for the 3rd 
trick? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8¯ � 4 w �ì E � 	 ��♠ ü�x�♦ 3x�♣ �¬♥ �i � 12 - 14x�I 4 ¡♠ �
³ Æ ± � I 	 ��� ê �I ü�¡C�♣ �8̄ ± �♣�$% â G �H I J ± �I $� 5
�♣ �2�♦ �1�♠ �Ï 1���I �♥ �  �³ Æ ��♥ K8♥ K+ ♥ J,(� 
♥ A�

# 8 
W / NIL 

♠ A Q 9 4 
♥ 9    
♦ K 8 6 
♣ J 10 6 4 2 

 

  ♠ K J 2 
♥ Q 5 4 2 
♦ Q J 
♣ 9 8 5 3 
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K L $�N 9�)., � F �9♦�Ï
9♥ �º » � 9♥�� Ò Yy �♥ A�♥ J�♥ 10�
Á ® 
♥10�� z ü�M N �ä & ��j ����  ♥ Q�Yy ¼ � ¼ - å 3�♥�E �
� 4�♥ �{ ´ 
♥ K873 8♥ K863�� � � éI N 9��Yy S ���à ¥ X l9♠ �
O P � Å 	 N 5 ��9♦�0 º Q ¹ � R E � Ïü�N 9 ��S�¢�
Yy © 4 � T
�@1 º ♦9753FU  N 4��n X �º V 
�° �è§♦ 98♦ 7 í À�} �z W 
9
♦ QXY ' Í � �e 
Perhaps, you count Declarer’s cards first: no HCPs in ♠�3 HCP s in ♦�and 12 -14 
HCPs in ♣ suit and ♥ suit together. She first played a ♠�this indicates that she had not 
sufficient number of winning tricks.  She has not played her long ♣ suit or her ♣ suit is 
solid. In other words, she has 5 winning tricks in ♣�2 tricks in ♦ and 1 trick in ♠�and 
she still lacks 1 trick. For her ♥ suit, she should only have ♥K or ♥ K + ♥J, (no ♥A else 
she has 9 tricks only). Should you return a ♦ or a ♥?  If you return a ♥�you require 
Partner to have ♥A�♥J�♥10�especially♥10. You are not sure.  Even if Partner has 
these 3 cards, if you return ♥Q�will Partner cash all 3 ♥s?  Declarer has 4 ♥s�no 
matter ♥K873 or ♥K863�you have to give her the 9th trick.  After Partner has gained 
entry, she might not think of returning a ♠ to establish your 5th trick.  How about 
returning a ♦?  At least Declarer would not have her 9th trick yet.  The only weakness 
is that Partner might have led her 4th best from 4 small (e.g., ♦9753Fcards.  If so, I 
think first leading ♦9 or ♦7 will be better. Therefore, the best return should be 
♦QXPlease see the 4 hands: 
 

# 8 
W / Nil 

♠ A Q 9 4 
♥ 9     
♦ K 8 6 
♣ J 10 6 4 2 

 

♠ 7 6 5 
♥ A J 7 3   
♦ 10 7 5 3 2 
♣ 7 

 ♠ K J 2 
♥ Q 5 4 2 
♦ Q J 
♣ 9 8 5 3 

 ♠ 10 8 3 
♥ K 10 8 6 
♦ A 9 4 
♣ A K Q 

 

 
 
� « % 9♥ 2�Yy ♥ J�Yy ¦ �  ♥ 2�0 9♥ 3�é N 9�� 
In reality, ♥2 was returned�Partner ♥J.  As you played ♥2�Partner returned ♥3 and 
gave away the 9th trick. 
 
m �� ���¬ Z O � �� � �° �N 3�9♦ Q� E � [ \ � ♥ lv �"  ♦ K 
E � ♣ 9���♠+ ] �ì 3.�-150-400= -11IMP. 
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At the other table, the bidding and the 1st two rounds of tricks were the same.  ♦Q was 
returned for the 3rd round, Declarer ducked. Played a ♥ to West and forced out ♦K.  
Declarer returned a ♣ to hand�finessed ♠ unsuccessfully and went down 3. -150-400 = 
-11 IMP. 
 
E  � �� �� �� �   First lead 
@1FRound 6  Board 19 
� 
���  You are East, holding: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
· l�� You heard the bidding: 
 

W N E S 
    1♦ 

Pass 1♥ Pass 2♥ 
Pass 4♥ Pass Pass 
Pass     

 
 
n X � � $ ^ è§♣ �]¸¹© �� ' �c ;� �³ � 23526��� � �� ♦ A_
"   Z � O P � } æ 	 4���º ` a b c  d �♣ Q 10 2 ³ Æ è§♣ 2��1 � �
]�¦ Þ� e f Yy D S ��º » v �♣  ü�� �@♣ A�♣ K�♣ JF��   ? �♣ ü
�x® �º » I �♣ K 8♣ J��  ♣ Q g { h + �@Yy �♣ Kd��  i j �����
I Ï) ��� S � 8 ¼ F�� e f Yy � 6��z �' 	 6�
♣ K¬♠ K�@8¯ ♠ Q+♠ 
JFº 
�¯ �� � � , Yy i j S ���� ' Í � ��� � � � k ï $  è§♣�S
� l ] B � 	 m Ñ �� 
è§♣ Q� 
 
I think you would choose to lead a ♣�right?  From the bidding, North and South 
should jointly have 23526 HCPs.  You have to establish your 4th trick before your ♦A 
was forced out.  Based on textbooks, you should lead the ♣2 from ♣ Q 10 2.  This is 
wrong for this example as you want Partner to gain entry.  If West has no high cards in 
♣s @♣ A�♣ K�♣ JF�then it does not matter which ♣ to lead.  If she has ♣K or ♣J�
then you will not be damaged by leading the ♣Q@If Partner has the ♣K�it will create a 
winning trick and she can have a chance to gain entryF.  You hope that Partner has 6 
HCPs�the most useful 6 HCPs are the ♣ K and♠ K @or ♠ Q+♠ JF.  If it is the latter, 
you must create an entry for Partner. You will know after seeing the 4 hands that if you 
have chosen ♣ as your first lead, the only killing defence is to lead the ♣ Q. 
 

# 19 
S / EW 

♠ A 10 7 
♥ J 8 3 
♦ A 8 4 3 
♣ Q 10 2 
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º » ;N�� [ \ �� � n U ♠ �{ ´ º Q �� ) å o 4 ���m �� ��v �l 3♠
ìO �� f Â Ý+50+200=6IMP. ) p �� « % �è§♣ 2�Yy ¶{ S � 8 ¼ �� �D å
l 3���♣ Q¬ 2k A�B � _ ý � �� 200-420=6IMP. 
) 9 12IMP. 
 
If North ducks the 1st trick, you would switch to attack ♠,  No matter what, you will win 
4 tricks.  At the other table, East and West bid 3♠ and went down 2.  Your team 
would win +50+200 = 6 IMP.  However, in reality, the first lead was the ♣2� Partner 
could no longer gain entry and you could only win 3 tricks: ♣Q and 2 Aces and the 
contract was made, losing 200-420 = -6 IMP. The net difference was 12 IMP. 
 
@2FRound  4  Board 18 
 
� 
c ��  You are South, holding: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
· lº ì���� è§ ? � 
After hearing the following bidding, which card would you lead? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

# 19 
S / EW 

♠ K 6 5 
♥ 7 6 5 4 2    
♦ K 10 
♣ A 6 5 

 

♠ Q J 9 4 
♥ 10   
♦ 6 5 2 
♣ K 9 8 7 4 

 ♠ A 10 7 
♥ J 8 3 
♦ A 8 4 3 
♣ Q10 2 

 ♠ 8 3 2 
♥ A K Q 9 
♦ Q J 9 7 
♣ J 3 

 

# 18 
E / N S 

♠ 10 4 
♥ K 7 6 5 2 
♦ Q 9 3 
♣ K 10 2 

W N E S 
  Pass Pass 

1♦ Pass 1♠ Pass 
4♦ Pass 4♥ Pass 

4NT Pass 5♥ Pass 
6♠ Pass Pass Pass 
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First, you must assume that Partner has a winning trick else they would have 6 ♦s and 
5 trumps@because you have 2-carder ♠F. In addition to ♥A�they have got 12 winning 
tricks already. Excluding the trump suit, you have to establish a winning trick in a side 
suit.  Should the side suit be ♣ or ♥¹ 
The reason for leading a ♣ iseEast and West have not bid this suit. 
The reason for leading a ♥ iseWest was the captain for slam try.  She only showed 
interest for slam when East showed control in ♥. She was not concerned with ♣.  So 
you only hope that Partner has the ♥Q.  You must attack actively for this board as 
West has long ♦ winning tricks.@Of course, we have to assume having a winning trick 
in the trump suitF.  Before winning the trick in trump suit, you have to establish your 
side suit for a winning trick else 6♠ will be cold.  Is the side suit ♣ or ♥?  Judged from 
the bidding�♥ is more likely. 
Who is right¹ Please see the 4 hands: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
� « % è§♣ 2�6 ♠ ý � �� 11IMP  º è§♥�Â Ý 11IMP ����	   � �Ì 
22IMP � 
 
In reality, the first lead was ♣2 and 6♠ was made, losing 11 IMP.  If the first lead was 
a ♥�11 IMP would be won.  A card means a net difference of 22 IMP. 

# 18  
E / N S 

♠ K 9 3 
♥ Q 10 4     
♦ 6 2 
♣ Q J 7 5 4 

 

♠ A Q 8 7 
♥ J 8  
♦ A K J 10 5 
4 
♣ 9 

 ♠ J 6 5 2 
♥ A 9 3 
♦ 8 7 
♣ A 8 6 3 

 ♠ 10 4 
♥ K 7 6 5 2 
♦ Q 9 3 
♣ K 10 2 
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2011� Bermuda � Bowl�Semi-Final  
(1) Round 4  Board 18 
   E/ NS 

 
 
 
 
 
� 
����eYou are East. The bidding was: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
� � � � � T [ \ f b �$ � � ¡ 4♥�è§♣ 5@C 3/ 5F� D � ♣ 5,�♣ 4,�♣ J, ♣Q  $ 
� E � 1��N 2� ♥�♥ 2 �♥ 3�♥ Q�♥ K�� ¿ �°  �¸¹(�
 s �� �% z
� 	 � )�Ï
 ♥ A�n t �  ♥ A@ä & c ;♥ 4 - 1xA �¿ �� 2�♥ �1�♣ F� 
� r c �ß 3♠ �c � 4�♥ 	 8 ¼ � 3 ü��N 3�; ♣ 3�� � ? 1��� � Þ ~
�♣ K�8¯ ~ 	 ♣ � @ ¹ E � ¶� � � � �N 3� �e♣ 3 �♣ 6�♣ K�♣ 8�N 4
�♣ 2�♣ 9�♥ 7�♣ 10�;Â Ã �N 5�9♦ ��  ♦ A�c Â Ã �ñ ��Ï� ¶� 1
�♦ �ìO � n Ì � � � ¼ N 2����y ï � ¡� & ���� �  �� ` � � � T ã � 
 
A player of the World Champion team of 2011 – the Netherlands’ team – sat East and 
he declared 4♥�� �	(�*��&
'���
�♣ 5@3/ 5 from lengthF�which was followed by the ♣4,�♣J 
and ♣Q.  This has helped Declarer with one trick. Declarer then played the ♥2�
followed by the ♥3�♥Q�and ♥K�Will you play like him? (This was his biggest mistake 
for this board.) Will you play the ♥A instead?  I agree to play ♥A@even if the 
distribution of ♥ of North and South is 4 - 1�he will only lose 2 ♥*���'�1 ♣F.  As South 
has bid 3♠�the chance of South holding 4 ♥*�(*����� ���(�!�7
� �� �	 ����
�0�'�� ��'-�
8 �����&��
'�♣3�which card woluld you play?  Whom do you think would hold ♣K or 
whose ♣ suit is shorter?  Declarer judged wrongly again.  The 3rd round of tricks were 
the ♣3�♣ 6�♣K and ♣ 8. The 4th round of tricks were the ♣2�♣9�♥7 and ♣ 10. North 
ruffed and returned a ♦ for the 5th round and Declarer placed ♦A�ruffed by South and 

♠�9� �
♥���:���4�;�3� �
♦���4�.� �
♣�4�.�9�

� ♠���:�0�
♥�9���
♦�����3�0�
♣���:���;�

%� 8� 1� +�

� � �♣� 0♠�
9♦� )�**� 9♥� )�**�

)�**� )�**� � �
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Declarer lost another ♦ subsequently�down 2.  If you finesse in the 2nd round (which I 
think you would not do so), you would make the contract. For this board, you are 
stronger than the World Champion. 
 
Í � �º ìeThe 4 hands were as follows: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
@2FRound 1  Board 3 
 
� 
c ���º ìeYou are South. The bidding was as follows: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
è§♦ � � D � ♦ � �♦ � �♦��♦�  
#� P Â ��N� P v / � ♣��N��♦��♦��♦��♦� 
N��º Q S � ? 
 
First led the ♦ � �followed by the ♦ � �♦� and ♦�.  
Drew 3 rounds of trumps. West discarded the ♣� in the last round. 
The 5th round were the ♦��♦��♦� and♦�. 
How would you for the 6th round? 
 

<�0�

+���1%�

♠���3� �
♥���.�=� �
♦�:���=�;�9��� �
♣���0�

�

♠�9�
♥���:���4�;�3�
♦���4�.�
♣�4�.�9�

� ♠���:�0�
♥�9���
♦�����3�0�
♣���:���;�

� ♠�����4�.�=�;���
♥���0� �
♦�>�
♣���=�3���

�

W N E S 

   1NT 

Pass 2♥ Pass 2♠ 
Pass 3NT Pass 4♠ 
Pass Pass Pass  
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Â Ã N 4�♦ S � �d�¶�♥ �¤ � � 	 MADALA� s � l	 ¡� � s � ♥ A, ♥K 
º » ♥ Q���ä & � 4��� ¶ ♥� s $_� � ��� 3�♠�4�♥�2�♦ � 
@�
� 	 � �  - º � 3�♦ ��¿ � 3��N 5�v � � ¼ [ \ ♦ Fz � � � ♣ �
♣ K
� 	 N 10��� ð v �� 2�♥ Q6�} �♥ J
 s 	 N 10��m � [ \ $ ��

�♥�� 1�♥�1�♦ �2�♣ �ì 1.  
 
This board tests your ability on how to handle the ♥s.  I believe many bridge friends 
would finesse the ♥Q – play the ♥A�give a ♦ and on gaining entry in Dummy by ruffing 
the 4th ♦�and then finesse ♥Q,  Italy’s MADALA had his own way of play. He cashed 
the ♥ A and ♥K.  If the ♥Q is with East, even if he has 4 ♥s�when you play another 
♥�he will be thrown in.  East has 3 ♠s�4 ♥s�2 ♦s (this is your judgment – if West has 
3 ♦s�East will also have 3 ♦s�West will not duck ♦ for the 5th roundF.  Finally, East 
plays a ♣ and ♣K became your 10th trick.  In reality, West has only the ♥ Q6�so the 
♥J is his 10th trick.  At the other table, the Netherlands’ player finessed ♥�lost a ♥�a 
♦�and 2 ♣s�down 1.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(1) Semi-Final 
Round 4, Board 21  (Open, Ladies, Senior �i � 12 f ` a  with a total of 12 teams 
competing) 
 

# 3 
S / EW 

♠ K Q 7 6 3  
♥ 7 3 2  
♦ A J 6  
♣ K 6 

  
 ♠ A 10 2 

♥ A K J 5  
♦ 10 5 4 3 
♣ 10 7 

# 3 
W / ALL 

♠ K Q7 6 3 
♥ 7 3 2 
♦ A J 6 
♣ k 6 

 

♠ J 9 
♥ Q 6 
♦ K Q 9 8 
♣ Q 8 5 4 3 

 ♠ 8 5 3 
♥ 10 9 8 4 
♦ 7 2 
♣ A J 9 2 

 ♠ A 10 2 
♥ A K J 5 
♦ 10 5 4 3 
♣ 10 7 
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o � f �l 6♠ ��è§♥ p q ì�D ý � 	 ���O ( ��( 
[ \ f Muller Bauke, 
m �Û 
^ _ � � �f  Morse Dan. I Å (� � f )��   ¡  
  
Many teams reached 6♠. On the 1st lead of a ♥�only 2 players could make the contract – 
one was the Netherlands team - Muller Bauke, and the other was the USA 1 Team- 
Morse Dan.  Their (the ladies teams) biddig was simple. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
è§ ♥3�@C 3/5FFirst led the ♥3�@3/5 from lengthF. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
N��♥ 3�♥ 2�♥ K�♥ A�NO � ♣ l ♣ A�N 3 ♠ A�9�@� � � :  F�N
4� ♣ K / � � T ♥ �N 5��   ? �¹� 
Â Ã ♥ Ï
Â Ã  ♣�{ ´ Â Ã ? ��¶'

♠ K9�d�; /  ♥ �@ä c �♠ J52F, º Q � � ¹n Ì � � º ¡� �³ Æ 
 � � # 	 $
� & �� � �� 4 � � ¢ ¢ . 
The 1st round: ♥3�♥2�♥K and ♥ A. 
The 2nd round: play a ♣ to ♣ A. 
The 3 round: play ♠ A to hand@all followedF. 
The 4th round: use ♣K to discard a small ♥ in Dummy. 
What will you play for the 5th round? Will your ruff a ♥ or a ♣? @No matter which one, 
when you return to hand by ♠K�North discards a ♥�@i.e., South has ♠J52F, how would 
you continue¹   I believe that if you can make the contract, you should be a 
world-class player.  If you don’t believe, try. 
 
¡� � 	 � Û 	 ¡� 
eN 5�Â Ã ♥ @ 4 Â Ã ♣ ¿ �° F�N 6�♠9��; / ♥� 
Â Ã ♣ �Ï £ 6�� 
 
Those who were unsuccessful played as follows:eRuff a ♥ for the 5th round @ruff a ♣ 
would be the sameF�play a ♠ to hand for the 6th round, North discarded a ♥ and ruff a ♣�with 
6 cards remaining: 
 
 
 

W N E S 

 Pass 1♠ Pass 

2♦ Pass 3♣ pass 

4♠ Pass 5♥ Pass 

6♠ Pass Pass Pass 

♠ 10 7 4 3 
♥ 6 2  
♦ A J 8 4 3 2 
♣ A 

 ♠ A K Q 8 6 
♥ A 4 
♦ 10 7 
♣ K Q 6 3 
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N 8�♦ A�@� ���♦�c : ♦ KF�N 9�¶ ♦, ;♦ Q�c : ♦ 5 � 
N 10�; ♦� - . c 	 Â �♠ J�ì�� 
 
The 8th round: ♦A�@Dummy had only ♦s�South followed with the♦KF. 
The 9th round: Another ♦, North ♦Q�South followed with the♦5. 
The 10th round: North plays a ♦ and promoted South’s trump ♠ J�Down 1. 
 
ä & � ¡�� ��¡Â Ã ♥ ¬Â Ã ♣ � ¤ ¥ ¦ �¿ � § { ] � Â � 3 - 1xA �_- .
Â ���� �� � ��N 2�♣ A S � �d� ♦ A�c � D / ♦ K� K L � # 3 P Â é
1�♦�� $¡� & ��� � ) d �N 3� - ♦A
z W ¥ ¦ � 
 
If you play this board using the line of play of ruffing a ♥ or a ♣, you have to take care 
of the situation that the trumps may break 3 – 1 and to prevent promotion of trump.  
This board is not difficult – after gaining entry in Dummy with the ♣A�play the ♦A�
South cannot discard ♦K�else you will draw 3 rounds of trump and give a ♦ and make 
the contract.  For this board, cashing ♦A for the 3rd round is the best line of play. 
 
8¯ 4 ' 4 � �ePerhaps, see the 4 hands 1st: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
¶± ¡� 	 2 Û ¡� eè§♥�N 2�♣ A�# 2 P Â �♣ K / � �♥�N 6�é ♦� �
d	 q ¨ e 
How did the 2 successful players play? First led a ♥�the 2nd round: ♣ A�drew 2 rounds 
of trumps, used the ♣K to discard Dummy’s ♥ and the 6th round: gave a ♦.  The 
situation became as follows: 
 
 

♠ �  
♥ �   
♦ A J 8 4 3 2 
♣ �  

 ♠ Q 8 6 
♥ �  
♦ 10 7 
♣ Q  

# 21 
N / N S 

♠ 9 
♥ K J 10 8 
♦ Q 9 6 
♣ J 10 9 8 5 

 

♠ 10 7 4 3 
♥ 6 2  
♦ A J 8 4 3 2 
♣ A 

 ♠ A K Q 8 6 
♥ A 4 
♦ 10 7 
♣ K Q 3 2 

 ♠ J 5 2 
♥ Q 9 7 5 3 
♦ K 5 
♣ 7 6 4 
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 � Ñ F�� �Â Ã �# 3 P Â ��z � 1
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North or South won.  The 7th round: the defending side returned a ♥�@this is a 
mistakeF�Dummy ruffs, and Declarer draws the last round of trump.  When the last 
trump was played (with 3 cards remaining), North was squeezed and Declarer made 
her contract.� 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
º » N 7� { | � 9 ♦ �� º ìq ¨  
If the defence returned a ♦ for the 7th round�the situation would become as follows: 
 

 ♠ �  
♥ J 10  
♦ Q 9 6 
♣ J 10 9  

 

♠ 10 7  
♥ �   
♦ A J 8 4 3 2 
♣ �  

 ♠ Q 8 6 
♥ 4 
♦ 10 7 
♣ Q 3  

 ♠ J  
♥ Q 9 7 5   
♦ K 5 
♣ 7  

 

 ♠ �  
♥ �   
♦ Q 6 
♣ J 10   

 

♠ �   
♥ �   
♦ A J 8  
♣ �  

 ♠ �  
♥ �  
♦ 10  
♣ Q 3  

 ♠ �   
♥ Q   
♦ K  
♣ 7  
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Due to entry problem, Declarer could not squeeze North nor make the contract.  If a ♦ 
is played from Dummy, South’s trump - the ♠J - will be promoted.  If a ♠ is played, 
there is only a ♠ as entry in Dummy while Dummy’s ♦s have not yet been established.  
If Declarer plays ♠s continuously, there will be no entry to Dummy and the loser in 
hand cannot be eliminated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ♠ �  
♥ J 10  
♦ Q  
♣ J 10 9  

 

♠ 10 7  
♥ �   
♦ J 8 4 3  
♣ �  

 ♠ Q 8 6 
♥ 4 
♦ �  
♣ Q 3  

 ♠ J  
♥ Q 9 7 5   
♦ �  
♣ 7  
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Will you double? If you double, LHO passes, Partner bids 3S, RHO passes and it is 
now your turn to bid, what would you bid?  Would you bid 3NT facing the risk that you 
have only one stopper in ♣*�� �?$�� ���('�4♠�Partner may have only 4-carder ♠. If you 
bid 4♦� you may bypass the pass contract of 3NT.  What will you bid?  In practice, 

♠�4���
♥�����=�
♦���:���=�3�0�
♣���4�



30 

Wah Yuen bid 3 	 
  reluctantly.  You can get the get the best of both worlds.  First 
led a ♣���'���
�� �������D�(��&���
���' ������ ���
�G��
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��� �&'��('�2♠.  If an opponent bids 
again, you would double. This is the modern “Suit first and then double”�not the past 
“Double and then Suit”. If opponents do not bid, you would cuebid.  Then, the bidding 
of this board will be as follows: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Í � �º ì�� Â ' l�5♦ 
z W B � �3NT¬ 4♠ � Â + ] � 
 
The 4 hands were as follows.  As you will see, 5♦ will be the best contract while both 
3NT and 4♠ will fail. 
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0♠� )�**� 3♦� )�**�

)�**� )�**� )�**� �

<�0� �

8�������

♠�:���3�
♥���
♦���4�.�
♣���:�����.�;�

�

♠�������.�9�
♥���0� �
♦���;�9�
♣�=�0���

� ♠�4���
♥�����=�
♦���:���=�3�0�
♣���4�

� ♠�=�;�0�
♥�:���4�.�;�3�9�
♦��� �
♣�3�9�
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